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in a clear open field on the west side or 


thrown with a loud crash into the mid- 
Че of the road across the street car 
track. The large red barn in the rear 
of the house in which were two horses 
A Cyclonic Storm That Did Con- | апа two vehicles, was lifted up in the 
, same manner and d: hed against the 
siderable Damage. house with great ‘forces’ Mr. and Mrs. 

| Norris were buried in the ruins and in 

the crash were hit with heavy timbers 

and sustained severe day, ih m 

Norris is probably the worst hurt and it 

А DWELLING BLOWN OVER. will be many weeks before she will be 
able to be about again. Нег collar 
bone is broken, her neck is badly cut 
and her arms, legs and body are cov- 
ered with small bruises and cuts. Mr. 
Norris will not be able to resume his 
work at the Tool works again for some 
time either. His legs are cut in a ter- 
rible manner, one of the cuts being 
about six inches in length and required 


A House Occupied by William Norris 
Near the Tool Works Thrown Out 
Into the Middle of the Street. 


, about eighteen stitches to close it. One , 


| OCCUPANTS BADLY INJURED- of his most dangerous injuries is a bad 


bruise on his right side just over his 
hip. 

- | Both of the unfortunate ones are ly- 
An Interview With Mr. Norris--Other ing at the home of Mrs.  Brocksmith, 
2102 south Seventh street, where they 
are being cared for. Dr. Larkins was 
Torrent of Rain Fell: called immediately after the accident 

happened and and attended them. 

MR. NORRIS TALKS. 

Mr. Norris was seen this morning ly- 
ing on the cot in Mrs. Brocksmith’s 


Damage by the Storm--A Perfect 


f 


The past week has been a particularly 
eventful one, the city having been 
visited first by a fieod causing washouts 
and filling many of householders cell- 
ars besides causing dumage in other 
numerous ways; second by the Opera 
house block fire which will cause 7а 
„destruction that will cost upwards of 
$250,000 to replace and last night by a 
cyclone, which damaged property to 
the amount of several thousand dollars. 
The old time adage of calamities com- 
ing in three was ШІ» quiso and the 
superstitous ones will still continue to 


believe in omens and signs. 
The wind raged fiercely late last 
P commencing at BO lock 


his experience. “I was lying on my bed, 
when the wind came up and thinking 
that I wquid see if all of the doors and 
windows were properly barred I was on 
the point of getting up, when I felt 
the house shake. I jumped out of bed 
and was at the foot of the bed when the 
tornado came. It was the most strange 
experience that I ever had. Allof a 
sudden the house appeared to swing 
and then was lifted from its foundation 
and hurled to the east. Тһе next  in- 
stance as I remember it I found myself 


and I guess I must have lain there for 
some time for on regaining conscious- 
ness I felt the blood oozing out of my 
wounds in my legs. I was greatly 

À T ogni Ж вить. which. weakened from the loss of blood, but 
ty passed over the „with an effort I extricated myself from 

southern part, coming from а southwes- | the tumbled mass of boards and bricks 
terly direction and in а path of about [== B=ran-laoking-around for-my-wiżo 


one hundred yards blew over one house, | 1 Called but failed to get any response. 


. 3 В I searched as best I could and then get- 
shattering it completely into splinters, 
and carried away six barns and small ting weaker decided to go to my neigh- 


sheds, causing a total loss of something bor's house, Mrs. Brocksmith, and there 


= І met my wife, who had in some man- 
like $3,000. Тһе house that was blown ner gotten out from under the timbers 


Ире of the Too! worka AK 24 and limped there. Both of us were im- 
аласн да by. Dr’ E. Ж Larkins, of mediateły placed on these beds and a 
north Thirteenth мой Tt is laaated physician called. It was the most aw- 

sà - ful experience that I have ever had. 


One time I was in a boiler explosion in 
which three men were killed, and I 
came out unharmed, but that was noth- 
ing compared to this.” 


home and gave the following account of | 


buried among the ruins. I felt dazed - 
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PREFACE 


The dawn of the week of Easter, March 23, 1913, brought 
with it to Terre Haute a week of flood and storm devastation 
which will go down in history as this city’s heaviest blow. To 
the south, a tornado, beginning at 10 o’clock on Easter night, 
laid waste to several hundred homes; claimed the lives of 
seventeen persons; resulted in the severe injury to more than 
150 persons whose names are known, and probably more 
slightly injured scores of others and caused property damage 
in wrecked and demolished homes, variously estimated at be- 
tween $1,500,000 and $2,000,000. 

Long before the shock of this disaster had begun to wear 
away the north section of the city was inundated by the rise 
of the Wabash river, and at the same time Taylorville and 
West Terre Haute, across the river from Terre Haute, ex- 
perienced the worst floods in their history. Аз this is written 
the village of Taylorville is nothing. Rigid quarantine has 
prevented the return of its residents to their homes. West 
Terre Haute, with hundreds of homes still showing the effects 
of the water which toppled many of them over, carried away 
furniture and caused one death, is rapidly recovering. 

A visit to the section of the city devastated by the torna- 


do presents a scene which will live long in the memory of the 
average Terre Hautean, and longer in the memory of those 
who suffered from its violence but escaped with their lives. 
Beginning a few miles north of Prairieton, it traveled in a 
northeasterly direction, leaving a trail of death and damage 
in a path four blocks wide. Gardentown, home of tillers of 
the soil, and noted for its many greenhouses, is laid low. 
Twenty greenhouses, at least, were swept into bits. Onward 
the tornado swept. Homes were crushed as though they were 
made of paper. The big Root glass factory was wrecked. 
The depot of the Chicago, Terre Haute and Southeastern rail- 
way, а brick structure, was razed. 

But the eyesore of all is the long stretch of ruined homes. 
Families were tossed from their beds and from beside their 
fireplaces and separated, none being able in many cases to 
learn for hours whether or not their loved ones still lived, or 
lay beneath the ruins of what was once called home. Big 
houses and small, brick structures and frames, all were alike 
in the grasp of the powerful wind which showed no mercy 
as it tore its deadly path across the city. Dazed, Terre Haute 
at once began the work of rescue and resusitation. Before 


this work had hardly begun the Wabash river begán its rise 
which was not destined to stop until all previous records had 
been broken. 

Slowly and then more rapidly the waters rose. Taylor- 
ville was soon inundated, and its inhabitants became charges 
of the charitable citizens of Terre Haute. Into the north end 
residence section of the city swept the flood. One hundred 
homes were under water, many to their eaves. Houses were 
tossed about in the waves and carried for blocks before be- 
ing set down in new locations by the waters. Relief stations 
for sufferers of both flood and tornado sprung up in many sec- 


tions of the city, and those who had more than they needed 
gave cheerfully and without invitation to those who were de- 
prived of what little they had by the raging of the elements. 

Easter dawned cloudy; for a short time in the afternoon the 
sun peeped from behind dark clouds, rain followed and dark- 
ness brought the tornado. Then came the flood, and now the 
reconstruction. Pictures, or first hand visits, alone can tell 
the true tale of the devastation of the elements. For those who 
through lack of opportunity are denied the latter, this book 
attempts to supply the former. It’s purpose is not to commer- 
cialize disaster, but to provide a lasting memento. 
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VIEW OF SECTION OF TULLY HOME ON WASHINGTON AVENUE IN TORNADO DISTRICT 
X SHOWS WHERE BODY OF MISS ELIZABETH TULLY WAS FOUND 


TOLL OF THE TORNADO | 


PN 


LIST OF DEAD. 


WM. MATHERLEY, 75 years old, Gardentown; head 
crushed and probably killed instantly. 


MRS. JESSE GRIFFITH, 40 years old, Gardentown; head 
crushed and probably killed instantly. 


DR. MOHLON W. MOORE, 63 years old. 
ELIZABETH TULLY, 54 years old. 


ALEXANDER ROGERS, 50 years old; janitor Voorhees 
school, lived at Second and Preston streets; body found at 
Third and Voorhees streets. 


IDA DAVIS, 27 years old; lived on Prairieton avenue. 


CHANDES EDWARDS, 8 years old; son of E. J. Edwards, 
druggist near Greenwood school. 


MOSES CARTER, 38 years old; cobbler, Third and Voor- 
hees streets. 


MRS. CLARA KING, 19 years old; lived at Third and 
Greenwood streets. 


HELEN F. KING, infant daughter of Mrs. Clara King. 
JAMES BROWN, 57 years old; lived on Lockport road. 


ALBERT KALLBREIER, 35 years old; home in Evans- 
ville, Ind., body found in Root Glass Co’s factory. 


JESSE GRIFFITH, 55 years old; died at Union hospital, 
March 24. 


JOHN E. MYERS, 18 years old; was waiting for train at 


С. T. H. & S. В. R. station, died at St. Anthony’s hospital, 
March 24. 


BRYAN L. HOUTS, 5 years old; son of Jos. C. Houts. 


JOS. C. HOUTS, 38 years old; lived at 10% street and 
Lockport avenue. 


OTIS LAXTON, 11 years old; died at Union hospital, 
March 29. 


LIST OF INJURED. 


E. S. Carney, 2719 Dillman street; injured on the shoulder, 
leg and head. 

Tommy Carney, 7 years old, 2719 Dillman street; hurt ser- 
iously about the head. 

Harry Carney, 11 years old; three ribs broken. 

William Giffin, 2503 South Fourth street; injured on 
shoulders, thigh, head and face. 

James E. Cummings, 2604 Arleth street; head cut and 
shoulders injured. 

J. Parker, 2703 Arleth street; arm hurt slightly. 

Joseph Heidenreich, Twenty-first street and Lockport 
Road; foot badly mashed. 

James Wells, 2615 Arieth street; hand and face cut and in- 
jured internally. 

James Chadwick; hurt badly around head and back. 

Roy Houts, 1817 South Tenth and One-half street; head 
badly hurt. 

William Toulson of Newark, O., boarder at 1901 South 
Tenth and One-half street; bruised badly about the body. 

Fred Hausman, 315 Lockport avenue; leg broken and 
bruised. 

Charles Kischenor, 2729 Thompson street; arm and back 
hurt. 

Mrs. Lottie Heidenreich, 301 Lockport Road; broken arm 
and bruises. 

Sadie Marie Cartwright, 6 years old; arm and hand hurt, 

Mrs. William Hillhouse, 1901 South Tenth and One-half 
street; hips and legs hurt. Her infant child is missing. 

Julia Cartwright, 11 years old, 2634 Arleth street; arm 
and leg broken. 


Alex Heidenreich, 
bruised. 

Morris Heidenreich, 301 Lockport Road; 
shoulder and hurt around the head. 

Earl Elliott, 2604 South Second street; arm and ribs in- 
jured. 

Wiek Peters, 1901 South Tenth and One-half street; chest 
crushed and gash under chin. 

Walter Morton, Brownstown, П]., boarder at 1509 Wash- 
ington avenue; hips, shoulder and right leg injured. 

Harry Hyatt, 2535 South Fourth street; hip bruised. 

Mrs. H. H. Winsłow; body bruised and ribs fractured. 

Mary M. Giffin, 2508 South Fourth street; fractured ribs 
and back injured. 

Mrs. Bessie Brewer, 2711 Thompson street; broken arm. 

Mrs. George Scharum, Shelburn, Ind., who was visiting on 
South Eleventh street; leg broken, chest crushed and head 
hurt. 

Mrs. Ella Kuss, 1901 South Tenth and One-half street; 
back, hips and breast injured. 

Mrs. Josephine Wells, 2613 Arleth street; breast, shoulder, 
leg and back injured. 

Mrs. Elvira Strongren, 2111 South Sixth street; fractures 
around the head. Baby of a few days escaped with a few 
scratches. 

Mrs. Anna Carlberg, 2111 South Sixth street; bruised. 

Margaret Strongren, 2111 South Sixth street; bruised. 

Mrs. Anna Carter, 26, Brandenburg, Ky.; bruises and gen- 
eral contusions. 

Mrs. George Griffith, 31, general contusions. 


301 Lockport Road; hand and back 


dislocated 


LIST OF INJURED—Continued. 


Infant Griffith, 9 months old; slight contusions. 

Claude Orman, 55, colored, Gardentown; cuts and bruises 
about the head. 

Edward Griffith, 28, R. R. 8, Gardentown; slight injuries. 

Edward Sharum, 34, 1820 South Eleventh street; dislocat- 
ed shoulder. 

Erwin House, 47, 2035 Putnam; injuries to back and gen- 
eral contusions. 

Jeff Bolinger, 50, Gardentown, R. R. 1; compound fracture 
of leg. 

Richard Hausman, 9, Lockport; injury to hand; dismissed 
from hospital yesterday. 


Maud Griffith, 5; slight injuries. 

Bert Compton; cut above eye and other minor injuries. 

Otis Laxton, 11; severely lacerated thigh and pneumonia 
due to exposure. 

Charles Matherly, 45, R. R. 1; facture of collar bone. 

Mrs. М. F. Hanning, 51, 2011 South Seventh street; many 
cuts and bruises. 

Amber Rose, 4, daughter of Mrs. Lee Rose; lacerations. 

Mrs. Lee Rose, 35, Carmi, Ill.; general contusions and 
lacerations. 

Dr. F. A. Hanning, 25, 2011 South Seventh street; face and 
head bruised. 


MONDAY, MARCH 24, 1913. 


With twenty persons dead, more than 150 injured, some 
of them so badly that little hope is held out for their recovery; 
with a trail of shattered homes fully four blocks wide, from 
the Wabash river, just above Prairieton, northeast to the open 
fields east of Twenty-fifth street; with many hundreds home- 
less and a relief fund of several thousands dollars already 
made up, Terre Haute only late Monday fully realized the ex- 
tent of the disastrous tornado which swept over this city as 
Easter was waning. 

With a velocity estimated at more than 100 miles an hour, 
the tornado swept over the south part of the city with a roar 
like an express train. Houses, large and small, of brick and of 
wood, were picked up like straws, whirled about and dropped 
in thousands of pieces. Whole families were hurled into the 
streets and fields and covered with debris, suffering injury. 
Through it all a heavy thunderstorm and downpour of rain 
added to the terrors and the discomforts of the stricken citi- 
zens, 

The walls of the Root glass plant were standing in places, 
but the greater part of the buildings, the offices and shanties 
in the yards were demolished. The storm seemed to be at its 
worst here. 

Electric Wires Start Fires. 


After wires had been torn down at Gardentown, south- 
west beyond the city limits, the homes were wrecked and live 
wires set fire to the buildings. The power was finally shut off 
to enable the rescue parties to work without danger from the 
live wires. The scene for a long distance was lighted by the 
burning homes. The settlement was completely devastated 
with the exception of the homes of William Pollitt and Wil- 


liam Perkins. The Deming and Ippen homes were leveled to 
the ground. 

The Greenwood school, which was in the path of the 
storm, escaped with the loss of all of the windows. Many of 
the homeless ones sought refuge in the building with such of 
their belongings as they had been able to snatch in their hur- 
ried departure from their homes. қ 


Rescuers Hampered. 


Danger of live wires made the rescue work of physicians 
and helpers dangerous and hampered the task of getting the 
dead and injured from their wrecked homes. A temporary 
hospital was made of the Third United Brethren church at 
Third and Grant streets, the north edge of the devastation of 
the storm. 

The path of the storm is easily traced by the line of 
wrecked homes. Beginning on the east bank of the river west 
of Gardentown, the cyclone swept east and nórth, devastating 
the entire section south of Voorhees street and immediately 
east from Root's glass works. 


Two Hundred and Fifty Houses Down. 


It is estimated that at least 250 homes inside the city 
limits were destroyed or badly damaged. 

The Root glass factory, the Hulman street station of the 
Southern Indiana, the Gartland foundry and L. H. Mahan hot 
house were among the larger establishments that were 
wrecked. 

In many places fire broke out, adding to the work of de- 
struction done by the cyclone. 

News spread rapidly that the worst disaster that had ever 
visited Terre Haute had taken place. 
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VIEW OF THE DAMAGE DONE AT THE ROOT GLASS FACTORY 
IN TORNADO DISTRICT 


Many of the dead and injured were taken from the wreck- 
age of their homes, which the terrific wind crushed down upon 
them with a second’s warning. Large and heavily constructed 
buildings were destroyed in an instant. 

The entire fire department was called out under the sup- 
position that the Root glass factory was burning, but fire was 
the smallest item in the awful disaster that took place. 

Many electric wires, both telegraph and telephone, lay in 
the streets and greatly hindered the work of the firemen. The 
rescuers worked among these live wires at great risk to them- 
selves, and this fact, added to the pouring rain, greatly hamp- 
ered the work of rescue parties. 

The storm center was the district bounded on the north 
by the 2000 block, on the south by Margaret avenue, on the 
east by Twenty-fifth street and on the west by the river. 

Between Thirteenth and Twenty-third streets and Hul- 
man and Washington streets, Sergeant Allen reported forty 
houses demolished. 


Doctors Busy at Hospitals. 


Drs. Frisz, Spigler, Yung, Kunkler, Ulmer, Carpenter, 
Miller, Alexander, Shaley, Van Cleve, Duenweg, Sellers, 
Johnson and Elliott were called to St. Anthony’s hospital to 
care for the injured. 


Factory Laid Low. 


The glass factory was laid low and scattered broadcast 
by the tornado. Only one stack remained standing after the 
terrific blow had passed. At the Gartland foundry every 
window was blown out and the east part of the factory level- 
ed. At the Greenwood school every window was blown out, 
but the building itself seemed otherwise not damaged. 

Charles Chadwick, a six-year- old boy, owes his escape 


to the fact that he left home in the absence of his parents to 
go to a moving picture show. He was found walking along 
South Fifth street after the blow, but his home could not be 
found, it having been blown away. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred King and their child were caught un- 
der their home, when it fell in upon them. Mrs. King and the 
baby were killed outright and the husband died on the way 
to the hospital. A big concrete house at Third and Voorhees 
streets was unroofed. The house is owned by Harry Stewart, 
and there were 18 boarders in the house when the storm 
struck. The roof was carried away and the partition remained 
standing. No one was hurt. 


Stops to Extinguish Blaze. 


Mrs. Sarah Mason and Miss Rose Mason were able to 
crawl out of their house after it had collapsed upon them. 
They were only slightly hurt. At the home of Mrs. John 
Wade, who was alone with her baby, fire started from the 
overturning of an oil lamp. Mrs. Wade turned back long 
enough to put out the flames before leaving the place. Paul 
Olson, 2106 South Sixth street, was on the second floor of the 
house when the wind picked it up and carried it away. He 
fell two stories into the basement, cutting off his ear in the 
descent. 

In Krumbhaar place at least 100 houses were laid low or 


badly damaged. Police were early on the scene to help in 
clearing away ruins and preventing thievery, some of which 
had been reported earlier in the day. 


Fire Alarm Delayed. 


The nearest telephone communication to the district 
threatened in fire was Ury’s pharmacy, Third and Washing- 


ton avenue. It was fully an hour before the fire alarms were 
answered from calls at this point. One woman, with a five- 
day old baby, was carried in a house half dead from fright and 
exposure. She was attended by a nurse who worked among 
the rescuers until 2 o'clock. 

Among the first found was Mrs. Frank King and baby and 
Moses Carter. Both of the adults were dead, but the baby 
lived for a short time. Much of the danger of rescue came 
from live wires that were strewn around, making rescue near- 
ły impossible. The storm path was the same as one some 
twelve or fifteen years ago that destroyed many homes, but 
did not injure any one. The home of Freel Christy, south of 
Voorhees on Third street, was completely destroyed and the 
family was only saved from probable death by being absent. 

Seven houses owned by Fred Housman, including the one 
he lived in, on the Lockport road south of Idaho street, were 
swept away completely. Five wrecked autos stand in the 
street. Number nine fire house was struck at the rear end by 
the storm and a part of it torn away. Between Hulman and 
Voorhees streets on South Highth there is complete devasta- 
tion. Fully twenty-five houses were leveled to the ground 
in this stretch. Houses at 1803, 1805 and 1807 South Eighth 
street were swept away in their entirety. On the Lockport 
road south of Idaho at least sixteen houses were swept to the 
ground, but the total number of injuries were few and there 
were no fatalities in this immediate neighborhood. 

Bodies Lay in Ruins. 

The unconscious body of Mrs. Flora Wood, of 2424 South 
Third street, was found by the rescue party seven feet from 
her home, her small baby clasped in her arms. They were 


cared for at the Third United Brethren church and later re- 
moved to St. Anthony’s hospital. 


Firemen and police officers, braving the danger of live 
wires, had already rescued the bodies of Moses Carter and 
wife, who lived immediately south of Voorhees street and the 
intersection of Third street. Their bodies were found beneath 
the roof of their own home. The mangled body of their small 
child was found fifteen feet away under a pile of bed clothes. 
The child was given medical attention at the Greenwood 
school building and later moved to St. Anthony’s hospital. 

The day old babe of Mrs. Leonard Sloan, 309 Voorhees 
street, lay in one corner of the bedroom, while the mother 
lay in another corner. The entire top of the house was blown 
away. Alexander (“Оаа”) Rogers, superintendent of the 
United Brethern Sunday school, was buried beneath the walls 
of his home. He died while being carried to the school house. 

A large stone boarding house conducted by Mrs. Catherine 
Loudon, Third and Voorhees streets, was completely wrecked 
and the aged woman and her son, Ralph Loudon, were se- 
verely injured. 


Buildings Take Fire. 


The area from Third to Fifth street on Voorhees presented 
a scene of leveled houses. A freight car was pressed into 
service as a temporary medical quarters when the patrol 
wagons with police and fire wagons arrived on the scene. The 
live wires and burning debris made it impossible for the am- 


bulances to reach nearer than two blocks of the scene and the 
bodies had to be carried to safety. 


Six fires broke out in different parts of the devastated 
district while the rescue work was being carried on. The 
strong winds still blowing fanned the flames and drove the 
rescuers from their task. By special efforts the box cars con- 
taining the injured were kept from being fired. 
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HOME ОҒ М. С. LOOSE, 2507 SOUTH THIRD STREET, NO ONE INJURED, BUT FAMILY 
2 WERE IN THE HOUSE WHEN TORNADO STRUCK 


——— ————— 


RUINS OF OLSON RESIDENCE ON SOUTH SIXTH STREET 
IN TORNADO DISTRICT 


The homes of William Stevens and Mrs. Carlson, east on 
Voorhees street, were among those wrecked. The Kriescher 
and Warfield saloons on Third street were demolished. The 
church on the opposite corner was wrecked. William Honk- 
ins was found buried beneath the walls of his residence at 
Fourth and Voorhees streets, and a search was begun for his 
wife and child, who were not found by the early rescue party. 

The feed mill and power plant at the intersection of 
Third and Voorhees streets was one of the first buildings to 
catch fire and the blaze from the building furnished light by 
which the rescue parties continued their tasks. 

Internes and staff physicians of St. Anthony’s hospital, 
with hurrying sisters of mercy, waited on the wounded, as 
they were placed in all of the available rooms and lay in the 
corridors on bed clothing taken from their homes. As soon 
as the catastrophe became known every physician on the staff 
of St. Anthony’s was on hand for duty. One man whose leg 
had been cut off was wheeled from the operating room and 
his place taken by another whose arm had to be amputated. 
Moans and stifled cries came from all directions. 

The agony of the sufferers was increased by the uncer- 
tainty as to the fate and condition of their families and 
friends. Families were scattered in various parts of the hos- 
pital. 

Cries for Family. 


“My name is Toulson. Where is my wife and baby?” 
cried one man. Little children, lying in bandages about the 
hospital, cried out in pain and fright. One little fellow with 
a big gash over his eye cried out for his mother as he was 
taken to the operating room. His father sat near him and 
tried to lend what comfort was possible. A little girl in one 
of the large rooms of the hospital played and laughed on her 


bed, while three anxious physicians worked with her sister 
nearby. A compound fracture of the leg and a dislocated 
shoulder were the injuries of the sister. 

Friends and relatives of citizens of the storm devasted 
region soon crowded the halls of the hospital anxiously in- 
quiring if those dear to them were among the victims. Many 
learned of the whereabouts of relatives or friends in certain 
rooms of the hospital and crowded in to see them when this 
was possible, expressing joy that they had escaped from 
death beneath the falling walls and timbers of their homes. 
Cotton and blood covered the floors of the operating room. 
One man when lifted to the operating table was found to be 
dead. 

Numerous joyful reunions were held in a few hours after 
the rescued parties began to get about and found other mem- 
bers of the families safe or but slightly injured. Cries of 
joy mingled with the bitter groans of those less fortunate. 


Baby Blown Out Window. 


One joyous reunion was that of William Loose, an aged 
citizen of the storm area, and his son Charles. The old man 
was found seated near the ruins of his home. 

*I don’t know whether all of my family is safe or not," 
he said. “All I can remember is the awful sound and the 
caving in of the roof. At this stage his son came running up 
and clapsed the aged father about the neck. 

Among the strange vagaries of the wind was the case of a 
baby sleeping with its mother in a South Center street house- 
hold. The babe was blown through an open window into the 
yard but escaped with a slight cut on the thigh. Citizens of 
the homes near the scene of the storm remained awake after 
the worst was over. Lights were burning and those who did 
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not join the rescue parties were anxiously pacing their own 
homes. 

The body of Mrs. Fred King and her baby were placed in 
one casket after the arival of the ambulance. The same am- 
bulance earried away the body of Mrs. Courtner, found near 
the same place. Remarkable escapes were made in the 2400 
block on South Third street, none of the residents of the 
square being seriously injured. Mr. and Mrs. George Car- 
michael, 2406 South Third street, escaped from their home as 
it was blown away by the wind. Four mules in a barn escap- 
ed injury when the building was blown away from their heads. 
They belonged to John and Carl Carmichael. 

Joseph Trueblood and another family on Voorhees street 
were able to save only a little bed clothing from their burning 
homes, and they carried these into a box car to spend the re- 
mainder of the terrible night. 


Many Lueky Eseapes. 


Many peculiar instances and lucky escapes marked the 
progress of the storm eastward. The home of G. G. Morris 
2115 South Sixth and One-half street, was unroofed but they 
escaped injury. W. A. Bond and Mrs. Bond, 2121 South Sixth 
and One-half street, were visiting with Mr. and Mrs. W. J. 
Chaney, 1107 South Seventh street. The Chaneys only last 
week moved from a house at 2100 South Sixth and One-half 
street. This house was demolished by the wind and the home 
of the Bonds was also laid low. At the home of J. H. Snyder, 
2130 South Sixth and One-half street, Dr. and Mrs. Wilcox 
were visiting. All were in the sitting room. The storm threw 
Mr. Snyder through the window. He was unhurt. Every room 
in the house was wrecked but that in which the two families 
were sitting. This was left intact and all escaped hurts. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Clifton were not at home when the 
storm demolished their house. 


Krumbhaar Place Ruined. 


Krumbhaar Place, the new sub-division recently opened 
on the south edge of the city, was right in the path of the 
storm. Here homes were razed to the ground, only walls 
were left standing of many and it was generally feared that 
there may be dead among the ruins of the homes. Citizens 
who escaped, organized relief crews early Monday and a 
search was instituted for the residents who had not been lo- 
cated since the storm last night. 

Captain B. E. Stahl, of the Light House Mission, reached 
the scene of the storm damage early in the day. He said the 
Mission was prepared to house at least 150 of those made 
homeless by the storm. 

W. R. Cade, of the weather bureau visited the scene. He 
said the extent of the storm was worse than any shown in pic- 
tures which he uses in lecturing on the destructiveness of 
tornadoes. 

Traffic Officer Jones found a thirty-second degree Mason 
pin, set with a diamond, in the wreck of one of the houses on 
South Center street. 

Сойее and Meals. 


Members of the council anounced that funds would be 
provided for relief stations at both the Greenwood and Fair- 
banks schools. Coffee and meals were served at noon at both 
places and fifty cots were ordered for the school for the night. 

At the meeting of the council this afternoon the relief 
work will be turned over to a citizens” committee consisting 
of A. Herz, Spencer Ball, S. C. McKeen and other citizens. 

Captain Trites of the Volunteers and Captain Stahl of the 


Light House Mission loaned valuable asssitance Sunday night 
and Monday, and did much to direct the relief work. 


Like Sheet of Water. 


The conductor of the South Third street car, which got 
caught in the tornado, said that the wind seemed to bring a 
sheet of water, which made it impossible to see as far as the 
sidewalk from the car, and then the blast came with terrible 
fury. 

One of the boarders caught in the Louden boarding 
house, said that six of the men congregated in one room when 
the force of the storm shook the house. This one room was 
all that was left of the place, all of the other rooms being 
razed. 

Frank Lennox and his wife and children escaped in their 
night clothes. One of the smaller children was struck by a 
flying brick and badly injured. The Lennox home at 2307 
South Seventh street was nearly totally destroyed. 

The big house belonging to Fred Strang at 2103 South 
Seventh street, was laid waste. The home of Mr. Strang’s 
mother, next door north, was badly damaged. Mrs. Strang, 
who was staying with her mother-in-law in the absence of 
her husband, fell as she was going down stairs with her baby 
and was slightly hurt. The home of Roland Dronberger, in the 
1800 block on South Center street, was demolished, and all the 
windows were blown out of the home of John O’Brien, in the 
same block. 

Heaviest Losers. 

Among the residents of Gardentown, six miles south of 
the city, who suffered in the disaster are the following well 
known residents of that place whose homes were nearly com- 
pletely destroyed: 


William Perkins, Frank Deming, Arthur Pollitt, Anton 
Meyer, John Perkins, Will Walker, Henry Ippen, John West 
and John Durham. The storm played havoc with the numer- 
ous glass hot houses on the farms and gardens there. 


Horse im Cellar. 


The house and barn at 1906 South Ninth street were en- 
tirely demolished. One peculiar feature was the fact that a 
horse was found in the cellar of the house, uninjured. 

Noble Fox, the young Wiley high school athlete, living at 
2004 South Eighth street, was injured on the head by a brick 
from a chimney, which fell through the house. 

The street cars run only as far as Hulman and Seventh 
streets, owing to the blockade of household goods taken from 
the wrecked houses. 

The garage between South Center and Seventh streets is 
a complete wreck. About one-half dozen automobiles, the 
only ones in the garage, are all wrecked. 

Mrs. F. F. Winslow, living at 2120 South Seventh street, 
sustained serious injuries on her head and body. Her home 
was completely wrecked. Mrs. Winslow ran out of the house 
just before the roof fell in. She was taken to 2140 South 
Seventh street, where her wounds were dressed. The room in 
which Mrs. Winslow spent the night was the only one in the 
house not completely demolished. 


Side of Block Razed. 


The entire east side of the 2000 block on South Seventh 
street is entirely swept away. On the west side of the block 
there is remaining one house, which is a mere shell, with roof 
blown off and all of the windows out. 

In the 2000 block South Center street, west side, five houses 


were completely demolished and those left have the roofs 
blown off and the windows all out. 

There was little damage south of the 2100 block on South 
Center street. From there the tornado took a northeastern 
course to Minshall street. 


Doctors to Prairieton. 


Dr. Clarence Williams and Dr. John H. Hewitt of the Un- 
ion hospital staff were among the earliest of the rescuers in 
the Prairieton road district. They went down in Dr. Hewitt's 
automobile and succeeded in rescuing a number, including one 
small boy whose leg was badly gashed. 

Attorneys Felix Blankenbaker and Carson Hamill and 
Bert Shea, who were early on the scene on the Prairieton road 
walked back to their residences that their machines might be 
used for bringing in the injured. Seven victims of the storm 
were taken in their automobiles to the Union hospital. The 
attorneys, with Drs. Hewitt and Williams, were active in the 
rescue work. 

A pathetic scene was enacted at the Ryan undertaking 
office when relatives of Mrs. Clara King, 19-year-old wife of 
Fred King, Third and Greenwood streets, and her small child, 
appeared to make arrangements for the double funeral. The 
husband was in the hospital so seriously wounded the physi- 
cians had not told him of the double loss. Helen Frances 
King, the babe, is one and one-half years old. 

“This is a sad day for us,” sobbed one of the sisters, try- 
ing bravely to keep back the tears. “We have lost our sister 
and our little niece whom we loved so well." 

The home and all of the contents were destroyed and it 
was necessary for the sisters to purchase new clothes for the 
burial. 


Miss Hannah Oakley, acting secretary of the Society for 
Organizing Charity, left her office early Monday morning and 
established her headquarters in the Greenwood school, where 
she assisted in caring for the destitute victims of the storm. 


Damage Enormous. 


At the home of J. V. Dix, 2031 South Center street, there 
were four persons. Mrs. Dix was hurt by falling timbers 
when the tornado moved the house fifteen feet. The others 
escaped injury. 

The homes of Julius Voges, W. D. Hartsook, Mrs. Julia 
Sullivan, Harry Gilbert, Raymond Kintz and W. D. Mattox 
were unroofed or destroyed. At the Hartsook home new fur- 
niture had been placed in the house, the family just preparing 
to move in. The furniture was badly damaged. 'The home of 
W. C. Loose at 2507 South Third street, was demolished. The 
home of Mrs. Ottenberg, next door, also was blown down, and 
Miss Carrie Ottenberg injured. At the home of the Kings, 
where wife, father and daughter were killed, great damage 
was wrought. Mr. King was found buried under a pile of 
debris. The bodies of Mrs. King and the baby were found 
fifty feet away from the house, having been thrown up against 
a telephone pole. 

The house of Mrs. Leo Dunham was moved fifteen feet on 
its foundations, the roof carried off, but no one was hurt. 
Three persons in the home of L. W. Bailey, 2000 South Center, 
held to the big table during the blow and escaped. Mr. Bailey 
was hurt, as was Mrs. Bailey. A setting hen in the basement 
was still on the nest at daylight, and a dog lay peacefully 
sleeping after the storm had passed. 


VIEW ON SOUTH FIFTH STREET 
IN PATH OF TORNADO 


The saloon of William Krieschner, in the 2000 block on 
South Third street, was operating Monday, although the roof 
was off the building and all the windows were out. АП 
through this territory the storm did enormous damage and 
laid scores of houses waste. 

At the home of A. G. Slemmons on South Sixth street, the 
wind blew a feather bed tick for a distance of half a block. A 
lace curtain was driven through a pane of glass and the crack- 
ed glass closed on the curtain holding it fast. 

Frank Lennox and family had an almost miraculous 
escape. Just as Lennox and his wife and children fled from 
the building the walls collapsed. One of the children, a little 
girl was slightly injured. 

Among the other homes demolished on South Third near 
Voorhees, were those of Herschel! Flagg, George Lentz, Mrs. 
F. A. Stouts and J. A. Swanson. The roof of the Third U. B. 
church was taken away and the wałls of the frame building 
were badly damaged. Calvin Spark was asleep in his bed and 
a window sash blew in, striking him on the nose and fractur- 
ing the organ. 

Railroads Hurt. 


A smoke stack on the Southern Indiana roundhouse was 
błown down and Joe Farmer, a stationary engineer, suffered 
several gashes about his head. Benton Willie, night boiler- 
makers’ helper, had an eye badly cut and may lose it. 

The yard clerk's office was blown over and J. Walter 
Crist, night caller, was badly hurt. He was taken to St. 
Anthony's hospital, where his leg was amputated. Clarence 
Elders, night yardmaster, who was in the office, was badly 


bruised about his back and went to his home at Coalmont, 
Ind. Walter Morton, night yard clerk, was blown from the 


office under a box car, which was damaged, and it was neces- 


sary to jack the car up to get him out. He was badly bruised. 
An unknown man was knocked unconscious when the ‘office 
blew over and was taken to St. Anthony’s hospital. 

The roof of the dispatcher’s office was blown off and the 
walis caved in. Bert Turner, night dispatcher, was bruised 
about his head. 

Motor Works Razed. 


The Johnson Brothers motor works at Sixteenth and Hul- 
man streets was completely demolished by the wind. The roof 
was torn off, the brick side walls caved in, damaging the ma- 
chinery. 

Miss Myrtle Greeves, 1560 South Seventeenth street, had 
an arm crushed and it may be necessary to amputate the 
member. Her condition is serious. 

Mr. and Mrs. Millinger, of Nineteenth street and Putnam 
avenue, were both bruised, but not seriously. Their house 
was demolished. 

A Miss Ridgley, living at Twenty-fifth street and Wash- 
ington avenue, received bruises about her head and shoulders. 

In this section of the city, the southeast part, the storm 
cut a path about 200 yards wide. Everything in the center 
of this path was destroyed. 

The grocery store of John Mullin, Twenty-fifth and Dean 
streets, was demolished and groceries were scattered in all 
directions. The saloon of G. W. Britton, across the street, had 
all the windows blown out. 

Hannah Tully, a sister of Miss Elizabeth Tully, who was 
killed, was injured at the home, 2323 Washington avenue. 


Where Storm Was Worst. 


The house at 2011 South Sixth street was blown off its 
foundation and jammed against the house at 2015 South Sixth. 


Nine members of the family of Carl Olson at 2106 South Sixth 


street, were asleep when the storm came. The upper story 
was blown off the house and the members of the family were 
scattered out of their beds. Mrs. Olson was seriously injured, 
suffering a broken leg. 

In the block south of Lincoln avenue on South Sixth 
street, five houses were wrecked. The fine home of William 
Blair, 2131 South Sixth and One-half street, was nearly en- 
tirely destroyed. The family is in California. The garage was 
also destroyed. Ten houses were totally or partially wreck- 
ed in the 2000 block. At 2107 the house was badly damaged, 
but the house next door, 2103, was not scratched. 

Clyde Keller, aged 9, 1931 South Seventh street, was buried 
under the ruins of their home, but was taken out alive. He 
was badly bruised about the body. 

In the 1900 block on South Eighth street, thirteen homes 
were damaged. In the 1800 block every one of the fifteen 
houses was more or less wrecked. 

Damage was done to the Lost Creek township high school 
estimating about $1,000. The flues were blown down, going 
through the slate roof. 


Cat Takes Flight. 


A peculiar incident of the storm was found at Third and 
Voorhees streets, when a buggy was found wrapped around a 
telephone post with a cat sitting on the under framework of 
the buggy. The buggy had been picked up, with the cat on it, 
from a yard nearby and thrown against the post. The cat 
was uninjured. 

Five people in the home of Thomas Loughead, 2231 South 
Center, escaped injury when the house was destroyed. 

The house of W. O. Bond, 2231 South Center street, was 


badly damaged. Three people, in bed at the time of the 
houses” destruction escaped without injury. 

Mrs. С. R. Denny, a guest at the home of W. J. Strang, 
2101 South Seventh street, was knocked down the cellar steps 
when the house began to collapse and was injured. The five 
other occupants were uninjured. 

When his home at 609 Morton street began to fall, John 
Norman went to the cellar. The cellar caved in and he was 
injured. The other seven occupants were uninjured. 

The seven occupants of the home of Carl Olson, 2106 
South Sixth street, were caught under the ruins in a room 
and were rescued after a half an hour's time. Mrs. Olson was 
burt by falling brick and а small boy escaped having his foot 
mashed by the stiffness of his shoe. A brick wall caved in on it 
and his shoe kept the member from being crushed. 

The home of Charles Runyon, 2117 South Center street, 
was badly damaged. An auto garage in the rear was scattered 
far and wide and an auto that was left standing there was 
badly damaged. 

W. E. Long, 2128 South Center street, had his home badly 
damaged. An auto shed was demolished and scattered, but a 
machine was left in the same spot, badly damaged. АП the 
occupants of the house escaped without injury. 

J. H. Snyder and Roy F. Wilcox, at the Snyder residence, 
2130 South Center street, fell into the cellar when the house 
collapsed, and were badly hurt and bruised by falling brick. 


Room Left Standing. 


When the storm started, Mrs. Anna Carlsburg, 2111 South 
Sixth street, went to the front bedroom with the other oc- 
cupants of the house. The room was left standing, but the 
rest of the home was demolished. Mrs. Carlsburg was about 
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RUINS OF THE OFFICE OF DR. M. W. MOORE, WHO WAS KILLED IN THE TORNADO 
X SHOWS WHERE BODY OF MR. MOORE WAS FOUND 


to give birth to a child and her condition is serious from the 
shock received. She was rushed to St. Anthony's hospital. 

The William Brentlinger home, 2120 South Sixth street, 
was badly damaged. Four people escaped. 

When his house caved in Harry McFarlin, 2125 South 
Sixth street, was caught by a falling rafter and was badly 
hurt. The house was practically destroyed. 

Seven people in the W. A. Cook residence, 2120 South 
Sixth street, escaped when the house collapsed. 

The residence of Charles Vaughan, 2124 South Sixth 
street, was badly damaged. No one was hurt. 


Plasters House With Mud. 


Backing up a quantity of mud from the street and yard, 
the wind plastered the white house of Robert M. Clifton, 2107 
South Sixth street. It was slightly damaged, but was coated 
with mud a quarter of an inch thick. No one was at home at 
the time. 

Henry Onfianzer was cut over his eye in the South Cen- 
ter district. 


The front room of the home of Frank Clamp, 2400 South 


Sixth street, was blown off, leaving the rest of the house in- 
tact. 

The home of Ed Weaver, 2311 South Center street, was 
picked up and set off its foundations. None of the occupants 
was hurt. 

At the home of Clara Mason, 2606 South Center street, the 
house, which stands on an elevation, was piled up on itself. 
A sewing machine was picked up, taken out into the yard and 
scattered in all directions. 

Jack Norman of Sixth and Voorhees srteets, was injured. 


The roof of the home of Hubert Scheietzel on  Arleth 
street was torn off. In one room, the wall paper was stripped 
off the walls and pictures were left hanging. 


Barn Hits Residence. 


The barn at the home of Nicholas Charles, 510 Voorhees 
street, was picked up and thrown against the residence. 
Three horses and a cow in the barn were uninjured. They 
all escaped, but the horses were captured after a chase. 
None of the people in the house were injured. A heretofore 
unheard of incident occurred when a number of trees in the 
yard of Charles home were torn out by the roots and the 
tops were stuck in the ground, leaving the roots sticking in 
the air. 

The house of William Stevenson, on South Third street, 
was destroyed, as was the residence of Andrew Calbert, 311 
Voorhees street. 

The house of Albert Elliott, 330 Voorhees street, was bad- 
ly damaged. 


Streets Impassable. 


The work of relief was seriously hampered both last 
night and Monday by the condition of the streets in the ter- 
ritory swept by the cyclone. South Third and the Prairieton 
roads could hardly be traversed by the fire apparatus and 
South Seventh street, which has been torn up for over a year, 
was in worse shape. 


Damage at Warren Park. 


At Warren Park, W. P. Ijams’ fine country estate, the 
barn was wrecked and outbuildings were badly damaged. A 
fine grove of trees on the farm suffered badly from the storm. 


Miss Alice Ijams took personal direction of the relief work in 
the neighborhood of the farm, and visited the people who were 
left bereft of their homes. 


List of Dead Inereases. 


The dead at Gardentown include William Matherly, aged 
80 years, and Mrs. Belle Griffith. The infant son of Jeff Bol- 
inger was seriously injured. Among the other injured are Er- 
win House, Mary Edwards, Louise House, Mack House and 
Fred Kautz. Mrs. House gave birth to a child three days ago 
and is in a precarious condition. She was brought to the 
home of her parents here and it was then discovered that their 
home here had been nearly totally destroyed. 


Four Hundred Sufferers Fed. 


More than 400 sufferers were fed at the Greenwood schcol 
building at noon Monday. Sandwiches and hot coffee were 
served. Capt. B. E. Stahl, of the Light House Mission, was 
at noon appointed by the city council to take charge cf the 
relief station at the Greenwood school. The social workers 
of Terre Haute acted as waitresses Monday noon and have 
voted to aid in every possible way as long as the relief station 
is maintained. 

John Newman and wife, of 2600 South First street, had 
a thrilling experience when the wind picked up the grocery 
store and hurled it across the street. Mrs. Newman, who has 
been ill, was hurled from her bed under the debris, but both 
she and her husband escaped serious injuries. They were 
dug out from under the wreckage. 

D. B. Arnold, who conducts a machine shop on South 
First street in the heart of the storm swept district, searched 
all Monday morning for a trace of his shop. Тһе tornado 
picked up the building as clean as a whistle and at noon 


Arnold stated that he had been unable to get a trace of the 
missing shop. 


Entire Family Suffers. 


The Cartwright family of South First street suffered 
greatly at the hands of the storm. Mrs. Cartwright and two 
daughters, Sadie and Nellie, were bruised when tossed out of 
bed and under a pile of wreckage. 

Ernest Peterson, of 2507 South Second street, could not 
be located Monday. The Peterson home was destroyed by the 
wind and Peterson injured about the head. 


Eagles Open Home. 


The directors of the Eagles held a meeting Monday af- 
ternoon and offered the Eagle club rooms on Cherry street as 
a temporary refuge for any of the families or individuals who 
may be without shelter as a result of the tornado. 

Weather Forecaster Cade, said Monday: “Тһе whirlwind 
which visited the south part of our city Sunday night was 
without question a well developed tornado. The tornado is 
the most diminutive and yet the most violent and destructive 
of all storms. The tornado is always accompanied by sever 
thunderstorms, hail and squally wind. The funnel shape 
cloud forms a vacuum. The air rushes outward to fill this 
vacuum and the rush of air demolishes walls, roofs, windows 
and houses, the part of the building offering the least resist- 
ance being the part to go.” 

Late Monday afternoon the Loudon Packing Co., an- 
nounced that 800 cans of soup would be distributed to the 
people housed at the Greenwood school and others. Hulman 
& Co., announced that they would provide 300 lanterns for the 
lighting of the school building. Captain Stahl is in charge of 
the work there. 


VIEW ОЕ DIX RESIDENCE ON SOUTH CENTER STREET 


IN TORNADO DISTRICT 


A train of loaded coal cars stood on the 8. I. belt when 
the tornado struck. Two of the cars were uncoupled and 
turned over. The remainder of the train was moved up the 
track a distance. 

It was estimated by the business director of the city 
schools that the damage to the Greenwood school would total 
nearly $6,000. 

Eli Alumbaugh, a bricklayer from Sullvian, notified the 
Tribune that he would offer his services to organize a force 
of carpenters and bricklayers to rebuild the homes destroyed. 

The American Car and Foundry company's plant was 
closed to allow the employes to help in saving what furniture 
was left from the wreckage. Scores of moving vans and 
wagons of all description were pressed into service to save 
the furniture, which was being ruined by the steady down- 
pour of rain. Several of these heavily laden wagons became 
stuck in the soft mud and a few had to be abandoned. 

The Company В guardsmen made themselves useful in 
other ways than watching. Lieut. Garhardt Monninger and 
a squad of privates, in their rounds, saw а large transfer 
wagon buried to the hubs in a yard and the driver putting 
forth his best efforts to urge his horses out of the mire. 
Lieutenant Monninger's men at once stacked their arms and 
seeking shovels, began the work of getting the wagon free. 


Wrong Girl Went Hone. 


The irony of life was shown in the case of two young wo- 
men who are employed in the restaurant at the Plazza hotel, 
Ninth and Sycamore streets. Miss Esther Milbourne of Ninth 
and Park streets, one of the young women, was much worried 
over her folks when she heard a severe storm was raging in 
the south part of the city. Her companion, Miss Cora Regan, 


took her place and allowed her to hasten home, where she 
found all of the family safe, the house having escaped damage. 


About 4 o'clock a messenger was sent for Miss Hegan, telling 
her the home of her relatives had collapsed and the people 


were all missing. She hastened to the scene, but fortunately 
all had escaped death and only one, а brother-in-law was in- 
jured. 

From Third and Voorhees streets the landscape offered 
а heart-rendering scene. From this point over one hundred 
wrecked homes were to be seen and this section demanded 
the first efforts of the relief parties. 

The worst fire during the storm occurred on Third street 
in the block below Arleth. Falling wires torn down by the 
storm fired the homes of Louis Hickens, George Hindle and 
Frank Churchill. All of the families escaped, but Mrs. Hindle 
was seriously injured by flying bricks. 

The Vandalia wrecking crew went to Warren Park farm, 
Tuesday morning, to rescue fourteen head of horses and se- 
veral cows pinioned under the ruins of the barn. W. P. Ijams, 
owner of Warren Park, Tuesday estimated his loss $50,000. 

Although a heavy loser in the storm, Fred Coppage, 2019 
South Eighth street, owner of the ‘Our Theater," Seventh and 
Seabury streets, turned over the theater to the sufferers for 
the remainder of the week and benefit shows were given. All 
the receipts above the operating expenses were turned over 
to the fund for the relief of those who lost in the tornado. 

The Coopage home, 2019 South Eighth street, is practical- 
ly demolished and the loss will reach in the thousands. 

By noon Tuesday, roadways had been cut through the 
debris blocked streets in the southwest tornado district, and 
the work of reclaimnig was under way. Moving van men and 
contractors who swarmed to the scene were handed copies of 


the mayor’s proclamation against exorbitant charges as they 
entered the wrecked territory. 


Recovered from the shock of Sunday night after thirty- 
six hours, most of the home owners were picking among the 
ruins Tuesday, to recover their goods. Before hundreds of piles 
of wreckage, little piles of rain soaked, worn furniture had been 
gathered together, until vans could be secured to remove it 
to safe places, or the homes had been temporarily made re- 
habitable. 


Krumbhaar place, first target of the full force of the 
storm, presented a pitiful appearance on the second morning 
after the calamity. Only total wreck of homes met the eye of 
the homeless who had fled the territory Monday. 


The tragic death of Mrs. Harley Davis, 2706 Thmopson 
street, is told by John Miller, 2720 Thompson street, who 
aided Davis in saving the body from the flames of the burning 
house. Miller with his wife were thrown from their beds by 
the storm and escaped from their home which collapsed. Mil- 
ler heard Davis calling for help and ran to the wreck of the 
Davis home. He found Mr. Davis fighting fire in a mattress 
which lay over the body of Mrs. Davis. Heavy concrete blocks 
from the fire place held the body down and only the bleeding 
head was visible in the fire. Pans of water dipped from pools 
near the body, were thrown on the flames and the only light 
for the rescue was put out. Davis and Miller used their hands 
in the dark to lift the wreckage from the body of the dead wo- 
man. Mr. Miller still wore bloody clothing Tuesday, worn on 
the night of the tornado, all other clothes being swept away 
in the storm. 


While Mr. Davis and his neighbor were rescuing the 
body of the wife, Miller declares that they heard people sing- 


ing religious songs and bits of prayers from the dark mass of 
wreckage west of the place. 

Jesse Griffiths, 55 years old, whose wife was killed out- 
right, died at 8 o'clock Monday night at the Union hospital. 
The Griffiths lived in Gardentown. 


MONDAY NIGHT'S SCENES 


Some of the most pitiful cases on record in this city came 
to light Monday night, following the devastation of the night 
before. Families were parted by death, deprived of their 
homes by the tronado and a large number were without sup- 
port because the factories in which the husbands and sons 
worked were reduced to a mass of ruins. 

The sufferers, gathered in the homes of friends, philan- 
thropic citizens and in the temporary headquarters of the re- 
lief organizations, were in а stupor. They hardly had come 
to a realization of what had befallen them. Several were 
gathered at the Greenwood school, and with but few excep- 
tions they sat around the rooms with their heads in their 
hands, gazing into space. Others, however, with a full realiza- 
tion of the conditions, assisted Captain B. E. Stahl and his 
corps of assistants in taking care of the women and children. 

More than 200 men, women and children were fed at the 
Greenwood school by the relief organization under direct 
charge of Captain Stahl. Mrs. W. D. Goode, Miss Sybil Clarke 
and Miss Oakley attended to the feeding of the destitute ones 
and they passed out sandwiches, hot coffee and hot soup to 
everyone who called. 


Parker Family Destitute. 


One of the saddest cases of all was that of the Parker 
family. Made homeless by the destruction of their little home 


VIEW IN TORNADO DISTRICT ON SOUTH SIXTH STREET. HOUSE UNROOFED 
15 THE PROPERTY OF.D. HARTSOOK 


at 2703 Arleth street, and left without support by the Root 
glass factory being demolished and throwing Mr. Parker out 
of work, the family of six gathered in the basement of the 
school where they huddled in one corner in a daze. John 
Parker, the husband, had been working at the glass factory 
for more than a year and a half. With a wife, three children 
and a mother to support, he could save nothing. 

Fortunately none of the family was hurt. Mrs. Parker, 
however, is in a delicate condition owing to the fact that she 
soon expects to give birth to a fourth child. 

Mrs. Parker in telling of their experiences, said: 

“We had retired and all were asleep when the tornado 
struck. We had no warning. It struck, and when we woke 
up, we were laying out in the yard with but scant clothing. 
We were stunned for the moment, but gathered up what 
clothes we could, and then,—well we finally landed here. I 
do not know what is to become of us.” 

John E. Meyers was caught by the storm in the South- 
eastern depot where he was waiting for a train to visit his 
sister in Sullivan. After a long search John E. Meyers, Sr., 
located his son at St. Anthony’s hospital and was told that 
there was no hope of his recovery. Mr. Myers’ parents lived 
at 133012 Wabash avenue, and had prepared to move to Mil- 
waukee. 

While carrying a body to their ambulance, four men from 
the Katzenbach Undertaking company heard groans and after 
a long search found a man who claimed to be seriously in- 
jured. Investigation proved that he was drunk and he was put 
in a coal bin where he slept on in peace. 


Some Narrow Eseapes. 


A section of a roof blown up against a bed room window 
without breaking the pane was all that prevented the death of 


Mrs. Cleve Spelbring and baby of 2030 South Sixth street, is 
the statement accredited to one of the family. During the 
height of the tornado Sunday night the roof from a home fully 
250 feet west of Sixth street was picked up and stacked up 
against the bedroom window of the Spelbring home. Im- 
mediately after the roof had been deposited by the wind a 
series of crashes followed as a result of flying timber, bricks, 
etc., but the roof prevented any of the flying wreckage from 
tearing its way into the bedroom in which the mother and 
child were sleeping. 

The Spelbring home was damaged considerably, but the 
family expressed thanks that the lives of the mother and child 
had been saved by what is thought to be a miracle. 

Hundreds of close calls were recorded in all parts of the 
devasted section. At the Fred Hausman home on the Lock- 
port road, two dogs were found under the wreckage jammed 
in between the timbers so tightly that they could not escape, 
but after searchers had released them were found to be un- 
injured. The peculiar feature of the dogs was that the dogs, 
after hunting for the Hausman family, crawled back into the 
wreckage and remained there all of last night. 


Faney Work in Tree. 


On South Tenth street, just south of Lincoln, there stands 
а huge tree, which in some way escaped in the sweep of the 
storm. АП the branches with a single exception were broken 
Off, but, hanging on the one branch, can be seen numerous 
articles of woman wearing apparel. Included in the clothing 
is a big hat, with splendid plumage, probably an Easter bon- 
net. 

The Olson family, 2106 South Sixth street, had as thrilling 
an experience as probably any family which escaped without 


death stalking in the ranks. There are nine members of the 
Olson family and all were sleeping in the second story. The 
wind cut through the second story like a keen knife and lifted 
the three rooms and every member of the family, carried 
the wreckage fully ninety feet and then hurled the cargo of 
human beings to the ground. The children escaped with 
slight bruises, but the head of the household and his better 
half were bruised. Not a single board used in the construc- 
tion of the second story remained intact after being hurled to 
the ground and those who heard the story as told by Mr. Ol- 
son wonder how a single member of the family of nine escaped 
death. 
Lost His Memory. 


A Tribune reporter, Monday, found a man in the 2000 
block South Tenth street, so badly jarred that he was unable 
to give his name. He was badly hurt about the head and was 
later taken to a local hospital. The man’s home was a total 
wreck and he stumbled to the rear of the house, crying that 
his home was destroyed and that he believed his wife was still 
under the debris. A hurried search revealed the fact that his 
wife had escaped. The man was found under the kitchen 
floor with a heavy range resting against his head. Had the 
stove fallen squarely on the injured property holder he would 
lkely have been instantly killed. 

For a stretch of fifty feet along the alley in the rear of the 
1900 block on South Highth street can be seen dead chickens, 
at least thirty of the feathered tribe being strewn along the 
alley. It appears as if the hen house had been completely de- 
molished, and the fowl in atempting to run away were crushed 
to the ground and killed. There were few injuries to be seen, 
the wind simply beating the fowl to the ground. 

A two-story concrete house at 308 Lockport road was 


demolished. The force of the storm centered on a space oc- 
cupying ten feet square which was picked up and blown away. 

In the ruins of one of the seven Hausman houses on the 
Lockport road, a live pig and half a dozen hens were found 
this morning. There were no pigs harbored in the neighbor- 
hood so far as known. The pig was blown from another sec- 
tion of the city. 

The house of Fred Price of 1733 South Ninth street was 
practically destroyed. This was the house furthest south on 
Ninth street to be reached by the tornado. 


Find Eggs Unbroken. 

In the remains of a barn back of 1802 South Tenth street, 
a newspaper reporter found a hen’s nest this morning. In 
the nest were a half dozen broken eggs and four eggs un- 
broken. The hen was lying dead a few feet away. 

Of the six houses in the tornado zone that were owned 
by the Home Association, five carried tornado insurance and 
the other did not. The five that carried tornado insurance 
were destroyed—the other house was uninjured. 


What Happened to Auto. 


H. D. Jackson, of Clinton, had left an automobile at 
Houseman’s paint shop on the Lockport road to be repainted. 
When Mr. Jackson examined his machine this morning he 
found the two hind wheels missing. The axles had been snap- 
ped and the wheels carried away. The rest of the machine 
was in good condition. 


In the Path of the Storm. 


The home of Charles Grosjean, ex-county school superin- 
tendent, at 1912 South Eighth street, was badly damaged. 
The old MeMaster homestead at 1827 South Ninth street, 


at 2703 Arleth street, and left without support by the Root 
glass factory being demolished and throwing Mr. Parker out 
of work, the family of six gathered in the basement of the 
school where they huddled in one corner in a daze. John 
Parker, the husband, had been working at the glass factory 
for more than a year and a half. With a wife, three children 
and a mother to support, he could save nothing. 

Fortunately none of the family was hurt. Mrs. Parker, 
however, is in a delicate condition owing to the fact that she 
soon expects to give birth to a fourth child. 

Mrs. Parker in telling of their experiences, said: 

“We had retired and all were asleep when the tornado 
struck. We had no warning. It struck, and when we woke 
up, we were laying out in the yard with but scant clothing. 
We were stunned for the moment, but gathered up what 
clothes we could, and then,—well we finally landed here. I 
do not know what is to become of us.” 

John E. Meyers was caught by the storm in the South- 
eastern depot where he was waiting for a train to visit his 
sister in Sullivan. After a long search John Е. Meyers, Sr., 
located his son at St. Anthony’s hospital and was told that 
there was no hope of his recovery. Mr. Myers’ parents lived 
at 133014 Wabash avenue, and had prepared to move to Mil- 
waukee. 

While carrying a body to their ambulance, four men from 
the Katzenbach Undertaking company heard groans and after 
a long search found a man who claimed to be seriously in- 
jured. Investigation proved that he was drunk and he was put 
in a coal bin where he slept on in peace. 


Some Narrow Eseapes. 


A section of a roof blown up against a bed room window 
without breaking the pane was all that prevented the death of 


Mrs. Cleve Spelbring and baby of 2030 South Sixth street, is 
the statement accredited to one of the family. During the 
height of the tornado Sunday night the roof from a home fully 
250 feet west of Sixth street was picked up and stacked up 
against the bedroom window of the Spelbring home. Im- 
mediately after the roof had been deposited by the wind a 
series of crashes followed as a result of flying timber, bricks, 
etc., but the roof prevented any of the flying wreckage from 
tearing its way into the bedroom in which the mother and 
child were sleeping. 

The Spelbring home was damaged considerably, but the 
family expressed thanks that the lives of the mother and child 
had been saved by what is thought to be a miracle. 

Hundreds of close calls were recorded in all parts of the 
devasted section. At the Fred Hausman home on the Lock- 
port road, two dogs were found under the wreckage jammed 
in between the timbers so tightly that they could not escape, 
but after searchers had released them were found to be un- 
injured. The peculiar feature of the dogs was that the dogs, 
after hunting for the Hausman family, crawled back into the 
wreckage and remained there all of last night. 


Fancy Work in Tree. 


On South Tenth street, just south of Lincoln, there stands 
a huge tree, which in some way escaped in the sweep of the 
storm. All the branches with a single exception were broken 
off, but, hanging on the one branch, can be seen numerous 
articles of woman wearing apparel. Included in the clothing 
is a big hat, with splendid plumage, probably an Easter bon- 
net. 

The Olson family, 2106 South Sixth street, had as thrilling 
an experience as probably any family which escaped without 


VIEW NEAR ROOT GLASS PLANT ON SOUTH THIRD STREET 
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now owned by Dr. Gives and occupied by the George Lane and 
Ross McLaughlin families, withstood the storm as it did the 
cyclone of 17 years ago. The Charles Miller property im- 
mediately adjoining at 1825 South Ninth, that also had pre- 
vious experience, was minus a front porch after this inven- 
tory. 

Nate Lowe, 2125 South Ninth street, who has been in a 
critical condition from the measles was removed to a nearby 
house when it was feared his home was doomed. 

The most costly structures that suffered lay south of Mc- 
Keen between Fifth and Seventh streets in the recently built 
up Chestnut Place addition. 

Fred Housman, at 315 Lockport avenue, lost his own home 
and seven other rental properties. In addition several auto- 
mobiles that were left with him to paint were badly demolish- 
ed. Mr. Housman carried $600 insurance, which will not be- 
gin to replace his own home, and was slightly injured. 

John  Terhorsts five-room house at 2010 South Center 
street, was nearly covered by insurance. His wife and two 
children escaped with slight injuries. 

Mat Dorley, chief of detectives, is said to have just pur- 
chased his property. 

Leroy Bailey’s home at 2000 South Center, a fine two- 
story structure, was completely demolished. Mr. Bailey and 
wife were entertaining two visitors, neither of whom was in- 
jured. Mr. Bailey was less fortunate, however, being badly 
hurt about the head. 

The old home place of Mrs. Anna Hall 
Eighth street was completely destroyed. 


at 2030 South 


Freak of Storm. 


A freak of the tornado caused the injury of Mrs. Mary 
Parker, 2703 Arleth street. She and her husband were gather- 


ing a few valuables to leave their home, when the crash came. 
A buggy was picked up from a yard across the alley and 
thrown through the double windows of the collapsing house, 
the shafts striking Mrs. Parker in the side. Charles Parker, 
her husband, was bruised in the falling walls as he helped his 
wife out of the building. 


Some Experiences. 


Although his eight year old son was lying dead in a local 
morgue, Pickney Edwards, druggist, Third and Voorhees 
streets, thought of other children of more fortunate parents, 
and from the ruins of his business gathered up several boxes 
of candy and took it to the school, where it was eagerly de- 
voured. The candy was about all that was saved out of the 
wreckage at the store, and that went to fill a happy hour in 
the lives of children, who, unlike his own son, had escaped in- 
jury and death in the storm. 

The Edwards family lived at 
streets, just two blocks from their store. 
came up they all started for the basement. All had arrived 
safely excepting Mrs. Edwards and their son, Chandis. Both 
were caught under the underpinings of the structure as it 
was moved off its foundation. When the boy was taken out 
he was dead, and Mrs. Edwards was badly injured in the leg. 
At the home of a neighbor she lay Monday night groaning in 
agony, not from physical pains, but from the loss of her boy. 
The two girls and the baby of the Edwards family escaped 
without injury. The home of R. L. Edwards, 225 Voorhees 
street, brother of Pickney Edwards, was demolished, but all 
escaped injury. The family spent the night at the Greenwood 
school and Mr. Edwards gave as much assistance as possible 
to Captain Stahl and the relief corps. 


Second and Greenwood 
When the storm 


Another pitiful case that has been called to the attention 
of the relief committee was that of James F. Cartwright, 2634 
Arleth street. Mr. Cartwright, although a cripple, has sup- 
ported a wife and four children and bought a home which he 
just finished paying for the first of the year. The new home, 
uninsured for tornadoes, was completely demolished and every 
member of the family excepting himself were so badly injured 
that they had to be taken to a hospital for treatment. One of 
the little boys had a fractured nose, and a girl suffered by 
having two fingers nearly cut off. 


Without a Home. 


About 8 o’clock in the evening, Evan Tucker, whose home 
lay in ruins at 2521 South Second street, entered the school 
building with his wife and asked for a place to stay. He is an 
employe of the C. & E. I. railroad company, and he had no 
Place to stay as his home was demolished. He was accom- 
modated with two cots which he accepted with dazed expres- 
sions of gratitude. 


Deming's Loss Severe. 


Mike Deming, one of the best all-around athletes ever de- 
veloped at Rose Poly, was a heavy loser at the hands of the 
tornado which swept Gardentown Sunday night. Mike owned 
a home in Gardentown which was completely razed by the 
storm. Mike, who is attending Rose, went to the spot where 
his former home had stood and almost broke down when the 
scene of complete destruction loomed up before him. There 
was hardly a sign of a home, the tornado picking up the 
house and hurling it into a million pieces. 

The Deming family is spending the winter in Florida and 
the home was not occupied at the time of the storm. 

Mrs. George Scharm, of Shelburn, was visiting on South 


Eleventh street when the tornado broke and she was badly 
cut about the head, her chest crushed and her leg broken. 

Sheriff Denny Shea and his deputies, Edward Curran, 
Peter Feiler, Ace Robinson, Charles Shattuck and Albert Mc- 
Donald, were prominent in the rescue work Sunday night. 
James Carlos was forced to divide his time between the storm 
belt and the office. The entire force stayed on the work till 
the state militia arrived and relieved them. Sheriff Shea and 
Chief Deputy Rector had two automobiles in service most of 
the night. 


Queer Freaks of Storm. 


Tales of miraculous escape, “freak” antics of the tornado, 
and exciting as well as unusual experiences were being told 
by those who were in the path of the funnel like cloud Sun- 
day night. On every hand wonder was expressed because the 
dead did not total a hundred or more instead of what has been 
reported. 

People who viewed the ruins are unable to see how es- 
capes were made from some of the houses, which were so 
completely torn that they lay flat on the ground with seeming- 
ly no space in between. But escapes were made that seem 
impossible, which only illustrates the freakishness of the 
tornado which comes with little or no warning, leaving a trail 
of waste, death and destitution. 

The home of Isaac McCoy, 1821 South Tenth and One-half 
street, was built of concrete blocks. When struck it was com- 
pletely wrecked; the roof was blown away and a part of the 
walls fell in. In the bed room, where Mr. and Mrs. McCoy 
were sleeping, a solid mass of concrete fell inward, only that 
portion of the room where the bed was located escaped. As 
a result, neither was badly injured. Mrs. McCoy was cut about 
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the head by fiying glass, but had the bed been on the other 
side of the room she no doubt would have been killed. 

One of the worst demolished houses was that of the Han- 
nings, 2011 South Seventh street. It lay in a crushed pile of 
ruins and the wonder is how anyone escaped without being 
killed. АП the occupants were injured, more or less, but no 
fatality resulted. 

Among the things to be seen were dead chickens, cats, 
horses and other animals, while here and there were chickens 
almost stripped of their feathers. In one house on South 
Third street, which had been lifted from its foundation, a hen 
was found sitting on her nest, undisturbed by the havoc 
around her. 

A horse belonging to John West on the Prairieton road 
was blown over an eight-foot fence and left on the other side, 
scared but uninjured. 

Miss Cynthia Wells, 23 years old, of 1616 South High- 
teenth street, who suffered a fracture of her leg at the ankle, 
was taken to the Union depot at 6 o’clock Monday evening in 
the police ambulance from where she went to her parents’ 
home in Clay City, Ind. 

John Kerns, of 1902 South Sixth street, while engaged in 
the rescue work in the devastated district, learned that his 
home had been entered and robbed of $32. 


Chimney Stands as Sentinel. 


One of the freaks to be seen is at 1916 South Eighth 
street, where а beautiful bungalow formerly stood. The 
house was flattened to the ground by the wind and all that 
remains standing is a chimney which apparently is without 
support other than the wreckage piled at its base. At 1925 
South Eighth street a giant tree was uprooted and dashed 


through the front end of the house. The occupants escaped 
injury, although the tree crushed in the front as if it were 
an egg. 

The 1900 block, South Eighth street, apparently was di- 
rectly in the path of the tornado. The majority of the fifteen 
odd homes are razed, while all are badly damaged. At 1907 
South Eighth the wind sucked in between the second story 
and the down stairs rooms and carried the entire front part 
of the house away, lifting the front clear over the houses on 
the east side of Eighth street and depositing the wreckage in 
the vacant lots on the west side of South Ninth street. 


Hanley Has Narrow Escape. 


John Hanley, the well-known tent and awning man, and 
four members of his famiły had narrow escape from death, 
and but for a warning a few seconds before the storm burst 
would have been dashed to death in the ruins of the beautiful 
Hanley residence. Mr. Hanley happened to go to the front 
door, and he saw the storm bearing down, sweeping the 
houses west of him before it in its fury. Calling to the mem- 
bers of his family they quickly gathered about him in the 
hall, hudling behind the front door, which was protected by a 
storm door. The parlor in which they were seated was com- 
pletely ruined and wreckage was hurled through the room 
into the rear of the house which would have dealt instant 
death to any person who had remained in the room. 

“We would all have been killed had we remained seated 
in the parlor as the wreckage which was hurled into the room 
came with such force that no human being could possibly 
have withstood the force of the flying timber,” said Mr. Han- 
ley. 

The Hanley three-story wareroom in the rear of the home 
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was demolished and the immense piles of awnings, etec., which 
were stored in the building scattered over the devastated 
district as far west as Twenty-fifth street. 

The Fred Coppage home, 2019 South Eighth street, was 
torn off its foundation and slammed into the first house north. 
Both homes were damaged, the Coppage home being prac- 
tically destroyed. Two daughters were in the home at the 
time, as were the parents. They were hurled out the front 
of the house into the street, but were not injured although con- 
siderably shaken up. The family discovered the downstairs 
furnishings in the upper rooms, blown there by the wind 
which apparently went up into the air at this point. A pair 
of lace curtains were found embedded in the walls of the 
home with such firmness that it was impossible to tear the 
curtains loose. The linoleum on the kitchen floor was jerked 
up and then dropped down so lightly that a dainty china cup 
which was snatched from the dining room cabinet and de- 
posited on the kitchen floor was not broken. The cup was 
found under the wreckage without as much as a scratch. 

William Streeter, 2709 Arleth street, had a nail shot into 
his thigh like a bullet. The house collapsed about the heads 
of the Streeter family, but all escaped with minor injuries. 
Della Burke, a guest at the place from Ottawa, Kan., received 
a check from home Monday morning, by a mail man who de- 
livered the letter at the ruins of the house. 

A grewsome injury at the hands of the wind was sus- 
tained by Miss Nellie Chandler, guest at the home of William 
Roberts, 2726 Dillman street. When the crash came, the girl 
was thrown against the stove and pinned there by falling 
timbers. Alva Cropper, sick with measles in the house, and 
five other persons of the family were caught under the wreck, 
all bruised and cut, but able to crawl out. The men rescued 


the girl under the timbers, and put out a fire which had 
started almost under the girl's body. Cropper's undershirt 
was burning while he worked but he knew nothing about it 
until the crisis was passed. Roberts sustained injures to his 
back and head. 

Mrs. John Brody, 2509 South Fourth street, and her lit- 
tle baby were pinned under the wreckage of their home. 

"I felt I was crushing the life out of my baby and was 
being crushed myself with the horrible weight on my chest,” 
she said. ‘I felt the heat of the flames that were burning the 
mattress of our bed which was between me and the chiffonier 
and stove that had piled up on top of the bed. When it seemed 
that we could stand it no longer, I felt my father pulling at 
me, and felt we were safe. I will never forget the horror 
of the five minutes I was under the wreck." 

The Brody home was totally destroyed by fire. 


Hardship on Many. 


At least half of the homes destroyed in the Krumbhaar 
district were those of poor laborers who had purchased their 
lots and built their houses out of savings of years. 

“I worked for twenty years to get enough money to set 
myself up in housekeeping," one wornout man was overhead 
to say Tuesday," now it is all gone. There isn't a stick of fur- 
niture, a solid board or a dollar's worth of value left to the 
house I built. If it wasn't for the kindness of the people at 
the Greenwood school, there wouldn't be any food, for I 
haven't a dollar saved, and my job is gone at Roots until they 
build up again." 

The horrible wreckage on the southwest side was caused 
largely by the fragil nature of the houses. The light pine 
and concrete buildings were picked up and tossed about at 
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the will of the storm, to be thrown in kindling wood piles, off 
of the foundations. 


Homes in the South Center district were of a higher 
class, two-story modern houses and brick bungalows, where 
the damage was mostly to the upper structure. 


Hurled from Beds. 


С. Е. Creager, 2505 South Fourth street, his wife and four 
children, were caught in their home, when the barn was 
picked up and thrown onto the house. All escaped with 
slight injury by crawling out of a window. A mattress from 
the bed Creager was sleeping upon, was carried toward the 
barn site, and shot in under his horse, which was killed by 
falling timber and lay on the mattress. 


The parlor floor of the home of Mrs. Moore, 2507 South 
Fourth street, was lifted whole from the house and set out into 
the street, a center table, chairs, a davenport, and a lamp on 
the table remaining in position. A bedroom rug from the 
next room was laid even over the floor and furniture in the 
street. No one was in the house at the time of the tornado. 

Frank Notting, in the 2500 block, South Fourteenth street, 
went into his west door when the storm broke. As he opened 
the door a rain of white chickens from a neighbor’s poultry 
yard fell around him, one of the fowls striking him in the face 
so hard his nose bled. The chickens were killed in hitting 
the walls of the falling house. Notting’s family escaped. 


Kept Their Playthings. 


The home of Mr. and Mrs. P. F. Edwards, parents of Drug- 
gist Edwards, whose eight-year-old son was killed in the 


tornado, were carried through the air, in their house, for twen- 
ty feet when the house was picked up by the wind. Only one 
corner remained on the foundation. Audrey Edwards, seven- 
year-old sister of the lad who was killed, and three other lit- 
tle girls played and laughed at the Greenwood school Tues- 
day with dolls made from handkerchiefs, unable to realize 
the horror that has visited their home. 


Blown Out of House. 

George Weisbach, his wife and three-year-old child of 1832 
South Ninth street, were driven by the force of the wind 
through two rooms and out through the side of the house, 
but they were uninjured with the exception of a few scratches 
and cuts on Weisbach’s head. Weisbach said Tuesday: “I had 
no time to think, it came so fast and lasted only a minute. 1 
have lost everything I owned in the storm, but there is no use 
crying over it now. I intend to make the best of it.” 

The home of Charles Reagin, 323 Lockport road, is left 
standing but it is a mere shed. Five of the family who were 
in the house at the time were scratched. One of the boys had 
a narrow escape. He had been uptown and instead of getting 
off a southbound car at Hulman street, continued on to the 
end of the line because it was raining. The tornado passed 
back of the car and the youth rushed home to find his home 
wrecked and the rest of the family hurt. 

Residents of the tornado district, whose homes were dam- 
aged by the storm, are searching among the ruins for what 
few of their effects that were not entirely destroyed, hoping 
at least to save some bed clothing and wearing apparel. 


[| FLOOD CONDITIONS MONDAY, MARCH 25, 1913 
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With the guage at the waterworks showing a high water 
mark of seventeen feet at an early hour this morning and 
with the water raising at the rate of two inches an nour, 
another flood is eminent in the lower Wabash Valley. ‘The 
lowlands, both north and south of the city, are already flcoded, 
and with one more foot added to the present stage the resi- 
dents of Taylorville will again be forced to vacate their huts 
and seek shelter elsewhere. 


The land west of Taylorville, from the levee to the ex- 
treme southeast part of West Terre Haute, is again flooded, 
while Sugar Creek has already started its work of destruction 
and flooded the river bottoms south of the Sugar Creek levee. 


The valuable farm lands in Prairie Creek Township, lying 
between the *Battle Row" and what is known as the Fortune 
School house was reported to have been under water yester- 
day afternoon, while the gravel road between Hutton and the 
“Big Knoll" was flooded. The oldest residents of the county, 
and those who are familiar with river navigation, say that they 
never in all their experience have seen the Wabash show as 
rapid a rise as has been the case during the past forty-eight 
hours. 


Abandon Their Homes. 


Twenty-five families, or half the population of “Тоайһор,” 
a village located a mile west of West Terre Haute on the 
National Road, were forced to abandon their homes yesterday 
afternoon because of Sugar Creek being on а rampage. The 
breaking of a levee near the creek yesterday afternoon allowed 
the southwest corner of West Тегге Haute to become т- 
undated. At least twelve families, living on South Ninth 
street, West Terre Haute, left their homes last night rather 
than take a chance of remaining indoors for several days. 


Water several inches deep was in many of the homes in 
“Toadhop,” and it is expected that much suffering will result 
because of crowded conditions. Practically one-half of the 
population is caring for the other half in the best manner pos- 
Sible, under the circumstances. Those who waited yesterday 
and did not move their household belongings out in wagons, 
were forced to take to boats later. Considerable trouble was 
experienced with a demented woman, who refused to leave 
her home in a boat, although water was almost in her home. 


By 8 o'clock last night, enough water had poured through 
the broken levee to cover the National Roal to Ninth street, 


West Terre Haute, and the steady rise threatened to 
reach well into the city. Land on both sides of the road and 
near ‘‘Toadhop” is covered. National Road is impassable for 
ulmost a mile. 

Clear Creek, located about five miles west of West Terre 
Haute, is also out of its banks, and is stretched over a large 
territory. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 1913. 


Water began sweeping through the temporary sand em- 
bankment at the power house at 1:30 Wednesday afternoon. 
A big pump was immediately put in action in an effort to keep 
back the flood, but the rush of water was too rapid and it 
was feared that the sand bags would be washed away. 

At 2 o'clock the situation at the traction power plant ap- 
peared desperate. A set of signals had been arranged by 
which the men were to be informed when to quit work and 
flee to safety. It was hoped to be able to hold out until night. 
Water was seeping through the walls at the plant. 


At 3 o’clock the stage of the Wabash river had reathed 
twenty-eight feet and six inches. It was steadily rising at the 
rate of four inches an hour. 


The fleeing to this city Wednesday afternoon of 1,000 per- 
sons made homeless in the flooded districts of West Terre 
Haute and Taylorville brought full realization of the extent 
of the suffering and damage occasioned by the rise of the 
Wabash river, which at 12:30 o’clock in the afternoon stood at 
twenty-eight feet, declared by many to be the highest in his- 
tory. Fully half of West Terre Haute, all of Taylorville and a 
great area in the north part of the city from Fourth to Sixth 
streets and from Maple avenue north and south a considerable 
distance, are under water. Hundreds of families have been 


forced out, hundreds of houses are surrounded by water in 
Terre Haute, West Terre Haute and Taylorville, and many 
of the homes are floating about in deep water. 

Early Wednesday morning the rise of the river and the 
ever increasing swiftness of the current lent fears that the 
wagon bridge and the structures of the Big Four and the 
Vandalia railroads would give away. This fear caused Mayor 
Gerhardt to issue an order declaring the wagon bridge closed. 
In spite of this order, however, hundreds crossed the bridge 
until a cordon of police was stationed at the approach as a 
guard. А force of fifty men, with two switch engines and 
three flat cars were rushed to the west end of the Big Four 
bridge and all day strenuous efforts were being made to pre- 
vent a washout of the structure. At noon Wednesday the 
water had reached the level of the west grade of the Big 
Four and had broken over in many places. The constant 
washing of the water under the approaches of both the Big 
Four and the wagon bridge caused renewed fear that the 
structures could not stand the strain. 

Water was in more than half the houses in West Terre 
Haute by noon Wednesday, and with the water rising rapidly 
it was expected that the entire city would be inundated by 
nightfall. Marshal Morgan, of West Terre Haute, estimated 
at noon that more than 3,000 persons had been made homeless 
by the deluge, about half the population of the city. 

The Vigo Clay company and the American Clay company 
suspended operation Wednesday morning, throwing more 
than 200 men out of employment. 

At noon Wednesday every mine in the vicinity of West 
Terre Haute had been closed down and 5,000 miners are out of 
work. At the Speedwell mine No. 2 the water has flooded 
the mine offices and the mine proper was thought to be in 
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danger of being flooded. The same conditions prevail at the 


Hall-Zimmerman mine. The tracks leading to the shaft are 
under water with the flood within a foot and a half of the 
mine proper. 

An employe of the Southeastern line stated at 1 o’clock 
Wednesday afternoon that the river was up even with the belt 
line bridge which crosses the Wabash about five miles north 
of the city. Telegrams from Bedford, Ind., stated that the 
water station at that place had been closed and that it would 
shortly become necessary to close the big Southeastern shops 
there. No trains are being run on the Southeastern system 
south of here. 

This afternoon the conditions in the northwest part of the 
city were worse than at any time since the high water ar- 
rived. There are thirty or forty houses west of Fifth street 
and north of the 1700 block that are under water. In some 
places near Maple avenue some of these houses are submerged 
with the exception of portions of the roof, the water being 
from fifteen to twenty feet deep. 

At Fourth and Maple avenue families in that neighborhood 
have taken their goods and sought places of refuge in other 
parts of the city. 

Conover’s pond is overflowing and runs into the backwater 
from the river, making a watery expanse of nearly a mile. 

Houses near Fifth and Maple avenue and in the large area 
north and west of Monninger place are under water and the 
majority of the families have moved out. 


Across the river as far as the eye can reach there was 
nothing to be seen Wednesday morning but a waste of water. 
Although the stage of the river was said not to be highest in 
history, this was explained as being due to the fact that the 
new standard of the government’s gauge is different from the 


one formerly used here, and river men say there is more water 
in the Wabash river at this time than ever before. 


Water Approaches Hospital. 


The breaking of the levee north of the city has caused the 
water to back into the city so far that it has come within a 
square of the Union Hospital, and residents of that section 
fear that it may endanger that institute. 

The water at Taylorville had risen to the boiler rooms of 
the Valentine packing house this morning, and it was ex- 
pected that at any moment it would become necessary to put 
the fires out. It is thought, however, that the building is 
safe. A large amount of stock, mostly hogs, which had been 
confined to a pen south of the building, had to be moved to 
the upper deck of the building Wednesday morning to escape 
the flood. 

The family of Mrs. Anna Roberts in a building just south 
of the Valentine packing house at Taylorville was completely 
surrounded by the water this morning, although the house 
still stood on dry ground. It was fifty feet to the north bank, 
however, and it was found necessary to send a boat after the 
family. 

When the Taylorville levee broke, Lee Sutherlin, whose 
home is on the levee, was moving his last load of household 
goods to safe territory. Before he could get away, the water 
rose as high as the bed of his wagon, but the horse managed 
to pull through. 


St. Mary’s Road Submerged. 


The river road to St. Mary’s, which starts at Fort Heyden, 
was completely submerged Wednesday morning to a depth of 
several feet. The covered area extended as far as where the 
road went into the hills. Water was from four to five feet 


deep this morning in the Terre Haute Abattoir and Stock 
Yards company's plant, which is on the St. Mary's road. 

At 9 oclock Wednesday morning large waves from the 
river were washing up over the pile of sand bags placed along 
the bank to protect the Terre Haute Light and Traction com- 
pany's power house on Water street, and a foot high wall of 
solid brick masonry was erected all along the outside of the 
wall of the plant facing the river. At that time it was said 
that it would be necessary for the river to rise another foot 
before it would cover this new wall. A force of fifty men are 
at work at the power house endeavoring to stay the flood. 

North of the power house, two house boats, one occupied 
by Charles Stevenson and wife and the other by Ed Presley 
and wife, which had been standing on dry land for so long a 
time that they would not float, were half submerged by the 
water and large ropes were tied around them and fastened 
to the shore to save them. When the water first began to en- 
ter the boats the families moved out. The river at 9 o’clock 
was on a level with the bridge on both ends. In the middle, 
the water was about two and one-half feet below it. 

It was predicted that should the water rise another foot, 
the bridge between Terre Haute and West Terre Haute on the 
grade would fall. In that instance, West Terre Haute would 
be completely surrounded by water. 

One of the two wells at the power house on Water street 
was completely covered by the water and the water was 
within one and one-half feet of the top of the other. The 
wells are situated west of the power house. 


Scene of Desolation. 


The Maywood district presented a scene of desolation 
Wednesday morning. Fully seventy-five houses on Fourth and 


Fifth streets between Maple avenue and Linden streets were 
under water, and many of these were afloat. On Fourth 
street a row of fully twenty houses were surrounded by water 
up to their eaves. The grocery store of George Davis at Fifth 
and Maple avenue was carried off its foundation and is floating 
around. Davis worked all Tuesday afternoon in anticipation 
of the flood and succeeded in removing ali of his stock. Harry 
Romaine, at the same corner, saved most of his household 
goods before the water moved the house from Fifth and Maple 
streets over to Sixth and Linden. A dozen or more houses 
are piled up in the water and at least seventy-five families 
have been compelled to seek shelter elsewhere. Charles Ab- 
bott and his wife, both of whom are invalids, were carried 
from their home near Fifth and Maple avenue late Tuesday 
night on chairs. 

Terre Haute is rapidly becoming shut off from the world 
by railroad and traction communication. Railroad traffic was 
practically at a standstill Tuesday night, although trains were 
still running west of the city on the Big Four. All trains for 
Indianapolis were blocked and local engineers and fifteen fire- 
men remained at their homes without calls. A washout in 
the railroad yards at Indianapolis Tuesday afternoon blocked 
both the Big Four and Vandalia traffic with Terre Haute. 


One Train Out. 


A train left at 10 o'clock Tuesday night for Mattoon, Ill., 
on the Big Four, to accommodate the scores of passengers. 
This was the only train the Big Four ran west during the 
night. 

The condition remained unchanged Tuesday night on the 
Chicago and Eastern Illinois railroad. 'The Washington di- 
vision of the road, south, is open only for a distance of forty 
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miles to Oaktown, and no trains are being run. The Michigan 
division of the Vandalia and the main line east were blocked 
earły Tuesday afternoon. One train started for Indianapolis 
but did not reach its destination. One train was made up to 
run to Paris, IlL, over the Vandalia. 


Employes of the Union depot said they did not expect to 
be able to get anything through to Ohio for at least two days, 
and possibly not then, as reports indicate the railroads are 
demoralized. 


John Latshaw went to Paris, Ill., to visit relatives Tues- 
day afternoon, and came back on a Big Four work train which 
left Mattoon, Ill, about midnight, carrying about 300 work- 
men to the Indianapolis washout. The train passed through 
Terre Haute about 3 o’clock Wednesday morning, and Lat- 
shaw reports as he came through there was a large force of 
men kept busy at the Big Four bridge at the pumping station 
fighting to help protect it from the force of the waters. 


Traction Lines Suspend. 


Traction service on every line coming into Terre Haute is 
suspended. The Paris and Clinton lines are both under water 
in many places. About five miles of the track between Numa 
and Clinton has been washed out. Similar conditions are re- 
ported on the Indianapolis line and New Harmony is the farth- 
est east the cars have been able to reach. 


Clinton cars ran Tuesday night as far as Numa. Cars are 
running on schedule time between Terre Haute and Brazil. 
Power houses east of Harmony have been put out of commis- 
sion. Officials of the traction company expect to clear up the 
results of the tornado damage to the wires on the Sullivan 
line and established service there in a short time. 


Rescues Little Girl. 


An unidentified man not seeking notoriety, rescued the 
twelve-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Shepherd 
of West Linden street, Tuesday evening. The water was al- 
most waist deep in the house and deeper than that on the out- 
side. The man swam to the home and rescued the girl. Mr. 
and Mrs. Shepherd and a fourteen-year-old son were later 
taken out in a boat by G. W. Smith, Edward Morgan and 
Thomas Bales. The mother and son were perched high on 
top of the furniture when found. The family had not moved 
because they felt the water would not reach them. 


Not until the water was three feet deep about their 
North Sixth street home did Mr. and Mrs. C. Allen, an aged 
couple, leave their residence. They were carried out by 
friends, after they had retired for the night, unaware of the 
breaking of the levee. Thomas Bayles, H. A. Clark, John Day 
and Frank Underwood rescued them to the home of a neigh- 
bor, Joseph Coston. 

Five horses belonging to Joseph Coston, Sixth street and 
Maple avenue, found standing to their knees in water, were 
rescued. George Davis, grocery keeper in Maple avenue, after 
moving his stock to a place of safety during the afternoon in 
anticipation of the breaking of the levee, rendered a great 
deal of service in assisting other families and in turning in 


fire and police alarms. 


In the haste of leaving many families forgot to extinguish 
their lamps and friends in boats made the rounds, putting 
them out to avoid danger of fire. In one home they found 
a lamp still burning although the table on which it was 
placed was floating about the room. 


Levees Give Way. 

With the waters of the Wabash rising steadily all day 
Tuesday the climax of the day was reached at 8 o'clock at 
night when the levee north of Maple avenue gave way. With 
a great roar the floods of water poured on Maywood Ter- 
race and the district north of Maple avenue and west of 
Sixth street was devastated. Big houses were picked up and 
swept away and those which withstood the attack of the flood 
were immersed in half a dozen feet of water. The breaking of 
the north levee followed soon after the break of the Taylor- 
ville levee and almost before the citizens of the west bank 
of the river had time to get to safety, those in the north part 
of the city were fleeing for their lives. Platoons of police 
were immediately dispatched and big forces of men worked 
to prevent the Big Four bridge from going out. 

The Taylorville levee began breaking at 8 o’clock and at 
9:30 had been destroyed in three places, letting in a great 
flood of water. Practically every house had been deserted be- 
fore the crest of the flood arrived. At 10 o’clock every build- 
ing in the village was under water and the plant of the Val- 
entine Packing company was being flooded. The saloons of 
George Albrecht and William Anderson were the last places 
to be deserted and the throng of women and children who 
had sought refuge in these buildings fled across the bridge 
to the Light House Mission. 

Big Tramway. Falls. 

The big tramway at the plant of the Vigo Sand and 
Gravel company at the foot of Walnut street, constructed less 
than a year ago at a cost of $22,000, fell with a crash at about 
9 o'clock and according to Carl Stahl, Jr., manager of the 
company, will be a total loss. A strip of ground sixty feet 


wide in front of the gas works was later swept away and 
the water began to dig its way under the engine room. 

The slaughter house of the Terre Haute Abattoir company 
on the west side of the river was closed Tuesday night and all 
the products stored there were brought across the river and 
stored in Terre Haute. Every mine on the west side of the 
river, and the plants of the National Drain Tile company, the 
Vigo Clay company and the Terre Haute Vitrified Brick com- 
pany were closed in the afternoon and the employes were 
laid off pending the subsiding of the flood. Ferguson Hill. a 
village one and one-hali miles west of West Terre Haute, was 
soon cut off from the rest of the world. The St. Mary’s road, 
leading from West Terre Haute across the Vandalia, is deep 
under water. 

Early in the evening the residents of the Maywood  dis- 
trict north of Maple avenue from Third to Sixth streets, an- 
ticipating the breaking of the levee, began moving from 
their homes. At 6 o’clock the water was nearing the top of the 
levee and was rising at the rate of four inches an hour. Ralpk 
Conover and Mainard Kalen were in charge of the work of 
strengthening the levee and hundreds of tons of dirt and 
sand were used. It was soon found, however, that nothing 
could save the levee, and when it became dark they gave up 
and turned their attention to helping people escape from the 
threatened district. 


Houses Float Away. 


G. W. Smith, who lived at Third street and Maple avenue, 
while assisting in the work of relief among other victims, dis- 
covered that his own home had been flooded out, and while he 
watched, the house and barn were carried away. He fixed his 
loss at $900. A part of the Holiness church was washed away. 
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Many small houses soon left their foundations and were 
floating around in the whirling waters. 

West Terre Haute was soon invaded by the rising waters. 
The floor of the Palace theatre, a moving picture house, was 
under water at 11 o’clock. The furniture store of the Rud- 
dell Furniture and Undertaking company was thrown open to 
victims of the flood and many families spent the night in the 
building. 

The Wabash avenue bridge is in no danger of being swept 
away, according to the members of the board of public works 
who went over the situation at noon Wednesday. Should the 
river rise four or five feet more there would be some doubt 
as to the safety of the bridge, but at the present time it is 
thought there is no danger of the massive span giving way. 

The Big Four bridge is considered unsafe, but is not held 
to be in immediate danger. The Vandalia and Wabash ave- 
nue bridges would be in danger should the Big Four bridge 
go, but unless an unexpected rise occurs it is believed the trio 
of spans will withstand the rush of water. 

At 9:30 o’clock the river had reached the stage of twenty- 
seven feet and eight inches. Between the river and the first 
crossing west, water was running over the Big Four railroad 
grade in five places. 

O. M. Watts of the Big Four, Wednesday said that there 
appeared to be no immediate danger of the collapse of the 
railroad bridge. The road was hauling sacks of sand across 
the river on switch engines to be used to strengthen the 


grade. 
THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 1913. 

The plant of the Citizens Gas and Fuel company was shut 
down shortly after 8 o’clock. Water was then three feet deep 
in the plant. Manager A. S. Cooke said that the reserve gas 
would not last more than seven hours for daylight use only. 


The plant of the water works company was still in opera- 
tion Thursday morning, and at the plant it was said that there 
was very little danger of the flood forcing the plant to shut 
down. 


Manager Cooke of the Gas company stated that but one 
factory in the city, the Braden Manufacturing company, was 
using gas for fuel, but that practically every chop house and 
cafe in the city depended on the gas. None of the hotels will 
be hit by the closing down of the plant. 


It was stated at the gas plant shortly before noon today 
that it was possible that the gas making machines would be 
under way by nightfall. An effort is being made to pump 
the water away from the machine, which will be connected 
with а Vandalia locomotive, and an effort will be made to 
start the machines. The Vandalia engine rolled down to the 
plant Thursday morning, and as soon as the water can be 
pumped away from the machines the connection will be 
made. 

Prosecutor Werneke and Captain Stahl made a trip to 
Ferguson Hill Thursday afternoon to arrange to send food 
supplies to the people there. Werneke estimated that there 
were one thousand persons on Ferguson НШ cut off from all 
supplies. 

Sheriff Denny Shea and Prosecutor Werneke Thursday 
commandeered some of the boats of George Baldwin at the Big 
Four bridge for relief work. Baldwin objected for a time and 
drew a revolver on the rescuing party. Sheriff Shea took the 
gun away from him and the boats were used to rescue the 
people on the west bank of the river. 


Rev. Joseph Hoffman of West Terre Haute, was rescued 
from the parish school by boats this morning. Three wagon 


loads of people were hauled in the boats from their homes 
south of the grade. 

A party of men in West Terre Haute were preparing to 
dynamite the west end of the grade Thursday when they were 
advised not to by the county officials. They intended opening 
the grade, thus releasing the waters which have inundated all 
of the homes lying north of the grade. Some of the houses 
and stores in the heart of West Terre Haute are three feet 
under water. 

The interurban car tracks west of West Terre Haute have 
been washed away for a great distance. At places on the 
west end of the grade the water was two and three feet deep 
Thursday afternoon. 

With the announcement late Thursday afternoon that the 
power plant of the Terre Haute, Indianapolis & Eastern Trac- 
tion company, put out of commission earlier in the day by the 
Wabash river floods, would probably be able to resume opera- 
tions late in the evening, the possibility that the city would be 
compelled to spend the night in utter darkness seemingly was 
removed. The power plant was compelled to shut down at 
10 o’clock Thursday morning when, after a valiant fight 
against the waters, Manager Grover reached the conclusion 
that the fight was futile, and ordered the plant shut down. 


Two hours earlier the plant of the Citizen’s Gas & Fuel com- 
pany had been ordered closed on account of the flood. At that 


hour it was announced by Manager A. S. Cooke that only a 
few hours’ supply of gas would be available. 

At 4 o’clock Thursday afternoon, Merritt E. Ward, engineer 
of the traction company, said that the prospects were then 
good for the resumption of operations late in the evening. 

“We are installing pumping machinery and hope to be 
able to resume the plant tonight. The only question is get- 


ting the water out of the plant. It is four and one-half feet 
deep. The water on the outside is not bothering us, if we can 
pump it from the inside.” 

Official word was given out by the Citizens’ Gas Co., at 
4 o’clock Thursday afternoon that the entire supply of gas 
would be shut off at about 6 o’clock, and that there was little 
hope of getting started before morning. Whether or not they 
can operate all Friday depends, it was stated, on the action of 
the river. 

As early as 9 o’clock preparations had been made for cios- 
ing down the plant of the traction company. Shortly after 
that hour all street cars were ordered to the barns. the com- 
pany feeling that the climax was at hand. At 10 o’clock the 
water was too deep in the basement of the plant to allow of 
operations, and was within three inches of the windows. This 
rise would have caused the entire first floor to be flooded. At 
this hour, however, the water ceased to rise and from this 
hour on the water stood for hours at thirty-one and three- 
tenths feet. 

West Terre Haute Inundated. 

Fully three-quarters of West Terre Haute is under water. 
At 10:30 o’clock Marshal Morgan reported that there was 
eighteen inches of water in Cassady’s drug store. He esti- 
mated that 4,000 person were homeless in West Terre Haute, 
and said that 1,000 more are in danger of being swept away 
should the river rise much higher. 

All morning the steady rush of the water washed away 
the grade of the Vandalia railroad west of the river. For a 
distance of nearly a mile the grade was eaten out by the water, 
and before noon the tracks on the grade gave way. For almost 
a like distance the road bed of the Big Four railroad west of 
the river is under water. 


VIEW OF THE HIGH WATER 
IN MAYWOOD TERRACE 


Blazing in the midst of the raging flood of the Wabash 
river, Fort Heyden, located just across the river bridge, burned 
to the ground early Thursday morning. Two fires wiped out 
the structure, as the river rose steadily until it passed over 
the Macksville grade. Fire was first discovered in the building 
which was occupied by a saloon conducted by “Lukie” Fogle, 
at 5 o’clock in the morning, and a fire company was called. 
The blaze was extinguished in two rooms and appeared to be 
out. An hour later fire broke out again and the building was 
leveled by the flames. At this hour the muddy water of the 
Wabash is flowing over the ruins. 

Two firemen had narrow escapes from being washed away 
in the flood while they fought the flames knee deep in water. 
Frank Easter and Danny Welsh, firemen from the No. Four’s 
house, were at work when their footing gave way and they 
were caught in the swift current. They were whisked thirty- 
five feet before they were able to secure a footing and save 
themselves. 

Water Over Grade. 


The water flowed over the Macksville grade at 7 o’clock 
Thursday morning in a swift current. On the south side of the 
grade the water was but a few inches below the grade level, 
while over the grade it swept along about six inches deep, 
growing deeper toward West Terre Haute. The Wabash 
bridge, condemned Wednesday afternoon by the commission- 
ers, was being used by many pedestrians Thursday morn- 
ing, but street car traffic across the structure had been dis- 
continued. The telephone lines and cables across the river 
were well under water, but the service up to 7 o’clock had not 
been impaired. 

. The plant of the Valentine Packing company was flooded. 
The water was deep in the lower part of the plant. Much 


concern was felt for the safety of the Big Four and Vanda- 
lia bridges. The greatest concern was felt for the former, 
for it was believed that unless the former goes out the latter 
will be safe. The east span of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois 
bridge at Clinton was swept away shortly after 9 o’clock Wed- 
nesday night, and the Hillsdale wagon bridge also went with 
the current. 
Appeal for Boats. 


Stricken West Terre Haute early sent an appeal for boats 
to aid in moving residents from homes surrounded by water. 
The police station here was kept busy answering calls of this 
nature and to all had to reply that boats were not available 
on this side. 

At 3 o’clock at the traction power house it was said 
there was grave doubt as to the chances of holding out much 
longer against the flood. A six-foot sand wall has been built 
on the north side of the plant. On the inside of this wall the 
water is two feet lower than in the river proper. It was said 
that should the water go over this sand wall the plant would 
be unable to cope further with the floods. 

Manager T. F. Grover of the traction company was on the 
scene of the power house before 8 o’clock. At that hour, and 
after looking over the situation, Mr. Grover said he had seri- 
ous doubts as to the ability of the plant to hold out during 
the day. At that hour the water was rushing into the base- 
ment. Manager Grover took personal charge of directing the 


big force of men on duty in the fight against the flood. 

“This is the only power plant of its size in the state that 
has been able to hold out this long against the floods,” said 
Mr. Grover. “We have about reached our limit and with the 
water still rising I seriously doubt whether we will be able 
to hold out throughout the day.” 


At 8 o'clock the water had risen another inch and stood 
at thirty-one feet and two inches. 

At 8 o'clock Thursday morning water was rushing over 
the Vandalia railroad tracks north of West Terre Haute. Two 
hundred feet of the track and grade had gone. Water was 
standing two feet deep all along Paris avenue, the main busi- 
ness street of the city, and all stores along the avenue were 
flooded to the depth of at least one foot. A house on Market 
street, in the west section of the town, had floated off its foun- 
dation, out of the yard into the street. People were flocking 
to the hills west of West Terre Haute along the railroad 
tracks, and those who were staying were crowding into the 
second and third stories of buildings. At that time there were 
only about 600 or 700 people left in the city. 

At the Merchant's distillery 600 head of cattle were re- 
moved from the pens Thursday morning. They were standing 
deep in water. There are still 900 head more to be removed. 
Thursday morning they were standing in fifteen inches of 
water. 


Trains Still Waiting. 

Railroad passengers are getting a good opportunity of 
viewing Terre Haute while the through trains are parked in 
Terre Haute. The Knickerbocker express on the Big Four 
was held here until further orders. The train, which at- 
tempted to reach Indianapolis, was turned around and re- 
turned to this city. Passengers were occupying the coaches 
and sleepers, while a number are sleeping in the hotels. A 
train was sent to Mt. Jackson, about five miles from Indi- 
anapolis, but could not proceed further because of flood con- 
ditions. 

The New York and Boston express which arrived over 


the Big Four and was due out at 1:15 o’clock in the afternoon, 
is also being held here. The train had gone as far as Mt. 
Jackson, but had to back into Terre Haute to secure food 
for the passengers. 


The Vandalia managed to get four trains out Wednes- 
day, although none were running on schedule time. Two 
were sent over the Wabash bridge late in the afternoon. They 
were sent to Effingham, Ill. The other two were local trains 
to St. Louis. Trains were made up to go to Indianapolis but 
were unable to get closer than within three miles of the city. 
None of the regular through trains of the company are being 
held in Terre Haute. 


Stage of the Wabash Thursday. 
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A train of supplies was sent by the Vandalia Wednesday 
to the men working on the tracks near Indianapolis. Com- 
missary cars and hastily prepared lunch cars were sent. 

Large slides of dirt on the east bank of the river between 
Wabash avenue and Ohio street fell into the water early 
Thursday, caused by an undercurrent cutting it away, and the 
police put up ropes to keep the crowd back fifty or more feet 
from the edge. 

At noon water was seeping slowly into the pit at the 
Sparks mill, and this caused fear that the entire bank would 
be undermined and give way, as it is all filled ground. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 1913. 


The fall of the river up to noon had caused but little 
change in the flooded districts. The northwest part of the city, 
north of the National road was deep under water. Fully 500 
feet of the road was under water. South of the National Road 
there are 300 houses surrounded by water, and fully 150 sub- 
merged. In the surrounded houses there are many citizens 
who preferred to stick to their homes rather than join the 
rescued. Many of them are practically without food, although 
provisions are being furnished them by individual citizens 
who are sending supplies to the needy in motor and row boats. 
Business houses west of Third street are under water and in 
Third street the water is fifteen feet deep in places. Through 
Main street a stream of water several inches deep is running, 
but the business houses are but comparatively slightly dam- 
aged. 

Churches House Victims. 


Thirty persons are housed in St. Leonard's Catholic 
church. Several boat loads of supplies have been sent to them. 


The church is surrounded and boats are being used to reach 
them with foodstuffs. At the Congregational church about fifty 
persons are housed. The pastor, Rev. William Rogers and his 
wife, both are ill, and are being cared for in the upper part of 
the church. This church also is surrounded by six feet of 
water and the basement is flooded. Mrs. William Kennedy 
and her three-day-old baby are among those housed at the 
church, being rescued from their home when the flood ap- 
рзагеа about to carry it away. The food supply is running 
short at the church and efforts were made to increase it dur- 
ing the day. 

Jake Farr, an aged citizen, refused to leave his home on 
Third street when the rescuers arrived Thursday evening. 


Friday morning, with the water in his home several feet deep, 
he was willing to be carried away with the rest of the flood 
victims. S. W. Johnson is in charge of the work at the 
Congregational church. 


Workmen began Friday to sink huge pilings along the 
right of way of the Big Four tracks on the west side of the 
river. Fully two hundred feet of the grade has been washed 
away. 


The report that all of West Terre Haute was under water 
was branded as false by Postmaster Sandford, of Paris ave- 
nue, Friday morning. He said that there are still sixty acres 
of dry land in that city and that the report that the people in 
West Terre Haute are starving is greatly exaggerated. Ac- 
cording to him the grocery stores of West Terre Haute re- 
mained open all night and that any one so desiring could en- 
ter the stores and secure what food they wanted, free of 
charge. 


Famine is Felt. 


Famine is a fact on Whitcomb Heights and Ferguson Hill, 
where two hundred people are marooned. One hundred and 
fifty families in West Terre Haute were marooned in their 
homes, surrounded by water and without food Friday morn- 
ing. Those driven from their homes, who are sheltered in the 
churches, had only sufficient food to last through Friday. 


Temporary relief came Friday morning when the Miller- 
Parrott company sent a van load of bread across the Macks- 
ville grade. The Mcllroy grocery at West Terre Haute was 
thrown open to all hungry people, and groceries were to be 
had from other citizens who donated money, but the boat de- 
livery made the relief slow. Deputy Sheriff Peter Feiler, in 


charge of the situation, prepared to relieve the famine on the 
two hills. 


The Sugar Valley Coal company turned two car loads of 
coal into the relief supply. 


Extortion Blocked. 


Informed that charges were being made by boatmen for 
carrying people from homes, and saving their effects in 
West Terre Haute, Sheriff Dennis Shea ordered all boats in 
the town made a part of the relief fleet, and announced that 
punishment would be swift for those detected in extortion. 


The stork is hovering over the Congregational church, and 
a boat is specially assigned with oarsman ready to hurry for 
the doctor when the bird alights. Mrs. William Rogers, wife 
of the minister, is ill. The church where the family is shelt- 
ered has six feet of water flowing through the basement. 


Two Hundred Are Rescued. 


Two hundred persons were taken from flooded homes in 
the western part of West Terre Haute, Thursday afternoon 
and night, by Sheriff Dennis Shea, his staff of regular deputies 
and a score of extra deputies and volunteers. А fleet of row 
boats, manned by rubber-booted men, plied the flooded streets, 
taking all who cared to leave their homes to Main street, 
where a train of moving vans donated for the service by the 
Kersey Livery company, carried them through the foot-deep 
water over the Macksville grade to Terre Haute. Little dif- 
ficulty was experienced in getting the people out of their 
houses. Many whose homes were on high ground, surrounded 
by water, chose to remain in the houses over night. The fall 
of the river left them safe Friday morning. 


Samuel Richards, a little boy residing in Whitcomb Heights, 
slipped into the water at the foot of the Heights late Thursday 
night. His body was recovered. 


On a report that fourteen families are in dire distress at 
Fletcher’s Landing, fourteen miles south of the city, the county 
commissioners Friday loaded the big gasoline boat Winner 
with a cargo of groceries and supplies and started it down 
the river. The message said that the homes of the fourteen 
families are entirely surrounded by water and that the lives 
of the people are imperiled. АН of the live stock has perished 
and the farm implements and property are floating out into 
the river on a strong current. 


A rescue party composed of Albert Catlin, Elmer Lever- 
ing and Harry Johnson started for Prairieton in Levering’s 
boat shortly after 9 o’clock to investigate reports that a num- 
ber of persons were marooned there and in danger of being 
swept away. 


WATER RUSHING OVER THE WEST TERRE HAUTE PAVEMENT 


IMMEDIATELY WEST OF WABASH BRIDGE 


Word reached the city that many families were marooned 
and that the food supply had about run out. Among the resi- 
dents of that territory are Thomas Lee, James Robertson, 
Chauncey Flesher, James Hall, William Figg and many others. 
It was reported that a motorboat distress whistle had been 
blowing continually for several days. 


Beliere Crisis Past. 


With the river falling slowly but steadily, and the various 
plants that have been effected by the flood, doing their best 
to meet the demands made upon them, officials of these es- 
tablishments feel that the crisis has passed. 

At the plant of the Terre Haute Water Works operations 
have not been suspended at all, and there is no indication 
that they will. Only one set of machinery was put out of 
commission at that place, and it was used in one of the pre- 
liminary processes. An ample supply of water has been fur- 
nished at all times, but it has not been quite up to standard. 
The main pumps are in good condition and full fire pressure 
can be furnished as usual. There is a little over ten feet of 
water in the basement of the building. According to W. E. 
Taylor, chief engineer of the plant, the pumps are gaining 
on the overflow and the situation is fully under control. 


Situation Improving. 


At the power plant of the Terre Haute, Indianapolis and 
Eastern Traction company the situation is improving and the 
pumps are forcing the water from the building, through the 
windows in the south wall, in five large streams. The build- 
ing is still surrounded by water on three sides. James Bivin, 
the engineer in charge of the plant, said Friday that they were 
pulling everything that was in shape to run. The high tension 
wires running south and west from the city and the wiring 


on the south side are out of commission and could not be 
used even if there was no water at the plant. Everything 
else is being taken care of. 

In order to save the building the traction company was 
forced to build walls, made up of bags of sand, both north and 
south from the outside corners of the plant. These extend 
quite a distance through several feet of water and then swing 
in toward the bank. These outside walls are reinforced by 
similar walls directly against the outside of the building and 
this is in turn reinforced by a wall of solid brick that has been 
built inside the plant itself. 

At the Citizen’s Gas and Fuel company the conditions 
were bad, as the water gained entrance to the boiler rooms 
and the drainage wells were under water and could not re- 
lieve the situation. At noon Friday, A. S. Cooke, general 
manager of the company, said that a fail of one more foot 
would allow the plant to resume operation, and that he ex- 
pected to be producing gas by evening, but as the reservoir 
and the large mains were empty it would probably be early 
Saturday morning before service could be given to the city. 
The fires actually used to produce the gas have not been ex- 
tinguished, and as soon as the boilers are in the clear the 
the plant will start running as usual. 


River Begins Falling. 


After being practically stationary from 10 o’clock in the 
morning until midnight, the river began falling Thursday 
night, continuing to drop at the rate of half an inch an hour 
until 6 o’clock Friday morning, when the first report received 
from the water works pumping station was that the stage 
then stood at thirty feet, ten and one-half inches. 

The city spent the first half of the night in utter dark- 


ness. With the shutting down of the power plant of the 
traction company and the Citizen's Gas and Fuel company 
residents of the city were forced to turn to gasoline and ord- 
inary kerosene lamps as night fell, the small reserve suppły 
of gas failing at about 8 o'clock. Many business houses used 
oil lamps and even candles. Many manufacturing plants were 
compelled to close with the shutting down of the traction 
power plant, and hundreds of employes took an enforced half 
day’s vacation. 


Havoe to Homes Complete. 

From the foot of Maple avenue one can see over the little 
settlement a wide expanse of water, the once beautfiul drive- 
ways far underneath the muddy waters. 

More than two score houses are in sight, more or less 
surrounded by the waters. While a few on comparatively 
high ground will escape with little damage, the havoc is com- 
plete with the majority. Rows of homes stand in the middle of 
the pond with the waves lapping against the upper gables. 
Most of the sheds and barns are out of sight. Here and there 
a small patch of driftwood lodged against an obstruction 
marks the location of a former dwelling house. At least two 
or three of the houses seem to have becn washed from their 
foundation and are standing in the midst of their companions 
in tipsy styles. The trees rear their heads above the waters 
and the row of telephone poles appear above the yellow sur- 
face like a line of fence posts. 

At the church the clothing was distributed as fast as re- 
coived. Mothers appeared seeking aid and left with their 
arms piled full of underwear, little dresses, shirts and other 
clothing for their children who had been forced to flee the on- 
coming waters without an opportunity to save anything from 
the homes. 


THE WABASH SOUTH. 


Levees Which Have Stood Floods of Past Are Ош This 
Time. 


The Tribune was enabled to cover the Wabash river 
situation south Friday and reports from every section are that 
the flood is the worst ever known. The Brevoort levee twelve 
miles south, which has withstood the floods for forty years and 
which came through the floods of 1875, 1883 and 1897 is gone 
and thousands of acres in that section are under water. The 
levee at Hutsonville which had never broken before is out and 
a great section of country there is flooded. The levees along 
the Embarass river in southern Illinois are all out. 

At Mt. Carmel the gauge Friday showed 24.8. The highest 
record ever known there was in 1875, when it reached 27.6. 
The levees north of Mt. Carmel are broken and it is estimated 
that two hundred thousand acres of farm lands аге under 
water there. 

The observer at Mt. Carmel stated that the Wabash there 
would have reached thirty feet but for the fact that enormous 
volumes of water went through the crumbling levees and was 
diverted from the channel of the river. It was stated that 


every large levee between Terre Haute and Mt. Carmel is 
broken. Many are entirely washed out. 
Joyful news to relatives in Terre Haute, was delivered 


late Friday night, when the “Winner” nosed to a landing, after 
a fifty mile trip down the river to rescue farmers reported in 
danger on the west side of the river, south of "Blue Hole." 
“All safe, no one drowned,” was the word. Sixteen re- 
fugees were brought to Terre Haute on the Winner from the 
flooded district. Fifty others were reached by the boat, where 


VIEW OF THE HIGH WATER IN WEST TERRE HAUTE SHOWING 
6 DAMAGE DONE TO VANDALIA RAILROAD 


ness. 


With the shutting down of the power plant of the 
traction company and the Citizen’s Gas and Fuel company 
residents of the city were forced to turn to gasoline and ord- 
inary kerosene lamps as night fell, the small reserve supply 


of gas failing at about 8 o’clock. Many business houses used 
о! lamps and even candles. Many manufacturing plants were 
compelled to close with the shutting down of the traction 
power plant, and hundreds of employes took an enforced half 
day’s vacation. 


Havoe to Homes Complete. 

From the foot of Maple avenue one can see over the little 
settlement a wide expanse of water, the once beautfiul drive- 
ways far underneath the muddy waters. 

More than two score houses are in sight, more or less 
surrounded by the waters. While a few on comparatively 
high ground will escape with little damage, the havoc is com- 
plete with the majority. Rows of homes stand in the middle of 
the pond with the waves lapping against the upper gables. 
Most of the sheds and barns are out of sight. Here and there 
a small patch of driftwood lodged against an obstruction 
marks the location of a former dwelling house. At least two 
or three of the houses seem to have be:n washed from their 
foundation and are standing in the midst of their companions 
in tipsy styles. The trees rear their heads above the waters 
and the row of telephane poles appear above the yellow sur- 
face like a line of fence posts. 

At the church the clothing was distributed as fast as re- 
ccived. Mothers appeared seeking aid and left with their 
arms piled full of underwear, little dresses, shirts and other 
clothing for their children who had been forced to flee the on- 


coming waters without an opportunity to save anything from 
the homes. 


THE WABASH 


SOUTH. 


Levees Which Have Stood Floods of Past Are Out This 
Time. 

The Tribune was enabled to cover the Wabash river 
situation south Friday and reports from every section are that 
the flood is the worst ever known. The Brevoort levee twelve 
miles south, which has withstood the floods for forty years and 
which came through the floods of 1875, 1883 and 1897 is gone 
and thousands of acres in that section are under water. The 
levee at Hutsonville which had never broken before is out and 
a great section of country there is flooded. The levees along 
the Embarass river in southern Illinois are all out. 

At Mt. Carmel the gauge Friday showed 24.8. The highest 
record ever known there was in 1875, when it reached 27.6. 
The levees north of Mt. Carmel are broken and it is estimated 
that two hundred thousand acres of farm lands are under 
water there. 

The observer at Mt. Carmel stated that the Wabash there 
would have reached thirty feet but for the fact that enormous 
volumes of water went through the crumbling levees and was 
diverted from the channel of the river. It was stated that 


every large levee between Terre Haute and Mt. Carmel is 
broken. Many are entirely washed out. 
Joyful news to relatives in Terre Haute, was delivered 


late Friday night, when the “Winner” nosed to a landing, after 
a fifty mile trip down the river to rescue farmers reported in 
danger on the west side of the river, south of “Blue Hole.” 
“АП safe, no one drowned,” was the word. Sixteen re- 
fugees were brought to Terre Haute on the Winner from the 
flooded district. Fifty others were reached by the boat, where 


Word reached the city that many families were marooned 
and that the food supply had about run out. Among the resi- 
dents of that territory are Thomas Lee, James Robertson, 
Chauncey Flesher, James Hall, William Figg and many others. 
It was reported that a motorboat distress whistle had been 
blowing continually for several days. 


Believe Crisis Past. 


With the river falling slowly but steadily, and the various 
plants that have been effected by the fiood, doing their best 
to meet the demands made upon them, officials of these es- 
tablishments feel that the crisis has passed. 

At the plant of the Terre Haute Water Works operations 
have not been suspended at all, and there is no indication 
that they will. Only one set of machinery was put out of 
commission at that place, and it was used in one of the pre- 
liminary processes. An ample supply of water has been fur- 
nished at all times, but it has not been quite up to standard. 
The main pumps are in good condition and full fire pressure 
can be furnished as usual. There is a little over ten feet of 
water in the basement of the building. According to W. E. 
Taylor, chief engineer of the plant, the pumps are gaining 
on the overflow and the situation is fully under control. 


Situation Improving. 

At the power plant of the Terre Haute, Indianapolis and 
Eastern Traction company the situation is improving and the 
pumps are forcing the water from the building, through the 
windows in the south wall, in five large streams. The build- 
ing is still surrounded by water on three sides. James Bivin, 
the engineer in charge of the plant, said Friday that they were 
pulling everything that was in shape to run. The high tension 
wires running south and west from the city and the wiring 


on the south side are out of commission and could not be 
used even if there was no water at the plant. Everything 
else is being taken care of. 

In order to save the building the traction company was 
forced to build walls, made up of bags of sand, both north and 
south from the outside corners of the plant. These extend 
quite a distance through several feet of water and then swing 
in toward the bank. These outside walls are reinforced by 
similar walls directly against the outside of the building and 
this is in turn reinforced by a wall of solid brick that has been 
built inside the plant itself. 

At the Citizen’s Gas and Fuel company the conditions 
were bad, as the water gained entrance to the boiler rooms 
and the drainage wells were under water and could not re- 
lieve the situation. At noon Friday, A. S. Cooke, general 
manager of the company, said that a fall of one more foot 
would allow the plant to resume operation, and that he ex- 
pected to be producing gas by evening, but as the reservoir 
and the large mains were empty it would probably be early 
Saturday morning before service could be given to the city. 
The fires actually used to produce the gas have not been ex- 
tinguished, and as soon as the boilers are in the clear the 
the plant will start running as usual. 


River Begins Falling. 


After being practically stationary from 10 o’clock in the 
morning until midnight, the river began falling Thursday 
night, continuing to drop at the rate of half an inch an hour 
until 6 o’clock Friday morning, when the first report received 
from the water works pumping station was that the stage 
then stood at thirty feet, ten and one-half inches. 

The city spent the first half of the night in utter dark- 
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VIEW OF WABASH RIVER AT HIGHEST STAGE, DIRECTLY NORTH 
OF RAILROAD BRIDGES 
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houses on high points are entirely surrounded by water. 
Since the crisis of the flood was believed to be past, these 
people decided to remain in their homes. 

The families of James Robertson and Chauncey Flesher 
were found at the surrounded homes of Robert Norman, 
Thomas Lee and Mrs. J. W. Stouts. The levee had given away 
a short distance below the Flesher home, before the family 
took to boats, and they narrowly escaped drowning on their 
way to safety. Back water carried sand around the house 
which is practically buried, it is believed. 

The mother of Circuit Court Baliff Harlow Jones was one 
of the sixteen to return to Terre Haute on the “Winner.” 
Jones accommpanied the boat down to direct the rescue work, 
believing his family was in danger. The Jones family was 
found safe, at the home of a neighbor. 

Mr. and Mrs. “Bud” Shewmaker and Edward Lefier, re- 
ported to have been drowned, were found by the rescue boat 
party, safe in a house boat. They reported that their escape 
had been by a narrow margin, when their houses collapsed 
under the flood. The seeming impossibility of their escape 
from the houses gave rise to the report, received by the police 
and rivermen, that they had lost their lives. 

Mrs. Eliza Jones, Mrs. Ben Flesher, Chauncey Flesher, 
Mrs. Flesher and four children, and Mr. and Mrs. John Wheel- 
er and three children, and guests of the Fleshers, composed 
the party brought to Terre Haute on the “Winner.” 

People living south of the break in the west levee were 
saved by a motor boat, driven by Mr. Price, a farmer. When 
the levee broke Tom Lee fired a shotgun and waved a sheet 
from the roof of his home, attracting Price's attention, and the 
boat went to the rescue. 

The one boat carried sixty people to the houses on high 


ground. Before he left his home Chauncey Flesher carried his 
pigs to the attic of the house, where they survived the flood. 

Clifford Allen used block and tackle to lift his cows and 
horses to the top crib of his barn, where they were saved. 

Stock in the barns of Robertson and Flesher was washed 
out by the flood. Motorboats on the Illinois side of the flood 
were pressed into service, and George Helman received word 
from his son Fred Helman, Saturday morning, that practically 
all of the supposed drowned stock has been lassoed from boats 
in the back water and saved. 

Valley Chapel, one of the most beautiful churches in the 
county, was undermined and leveled by the flood. The home 
of Mrs. Eliza Jones was wrecked. 

Row boats were used where the motor boats could not go 
among the trees in rescuing stock and people near the break. 

James Robertson paid twenty-five dollars to the men in 
the boats for cutting his stock loose from the stalls in the 
barn before it was carried away. 


CONDITIONS AT CLINTON. 
Sunday, March 30, 1913. 

With telegraph and telephone wires down, the railroad 
bridge washed away and the traction line under water, Clinton 
today is completely shut off from the outside world since 
Tuesday. By defying the threatening waters and riding over 
the waves for three miles the agents have managed to get a 
few city papers into the town, but the residents have learned 
comparatively little of what the floods were doing in other 
parts of the world. 

A large portion of the town is under water and a corre$- 
ponding portion of the populace is being housed in the school 


houses and churches. Relief and rescue committees worked 
heroically and by beginning in time have been able to cope 
with the situation and thus the flood reaches its height with- 
out any loss of life or great amount of suffering. 


Early Wednesday afternoon, when the rising waters had 
hid the nails which marked the reach of the water during the 
flood of 1875, the structures spanning the river began to trem- 
ble. Old houses which had stood for years along the east bank 
left their foundation and floated away. The waters crept into 
the homes along Water street and occupants loaded their chat- 
tels into wagons and wheelbarrows and took to the highlands. 


At about 8:15 o’clock there was a crashing of steel and 
splash, and the huge railroad bridge was hurled beneath the 
waters. The tracks of the traction company from the bridge 
to the trestle were picked up and twisted as wires, while 
watchers expected to see the new wagon bridge yield to the 
force of the water at any moment. 


THE WORK 


Almost before the roar of the tornado ceased and the 
flood had begun its work of destruction, the citizens of Terre 
Haute began to create a fund for the benefit of those who un- 


South of the bridge and encircling almost the entire city 
the overflow had formed a lake ranging from 100 yards to a 
half mile. This sheet of water was studded with half sub- 
merged homes. Foot bridges were being picked up and twisted 
like straws. 

The relief and rescue committees were working with a 


zeal born of desperation, all fearful that loss of life could not > 
be averted. But when the morning dawned it was found that 


all had been removed to places of safety, and so far as is 
known at this time, there is not a missing one. 

The first mail came to Clinton, Friday, when Postmaster 
John Stark chartered a motor boat and with a sack of letters 
started across the back water to Numa. There he took the car 
for Terre Haute. Returning, he brought a consignment of let- 
ters for Clinton, and this was the first mail following the flood. 

Just now the only way of getting out of Clinton is to risk 
life in a motor boat to Numa, but this is a hazard that but com- 
paratively few of the residents desire to assume. 


OF RELIEF 


fortunately had lost their homes or were in need, and at the 
time this book goes to press over $25,000.00 has been con 
tributed for this purpose. 


DEMOLISHED TRAMWAY OF THE VIGO WASHED SAND AND GRAVEL COMPANY. THE FORCE OF THE WATER 15 CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED IN THE DESTRUCTION 
OF THIS TRAMWAY WHICH HAS BEEN BUILT UNDER THE MOST MODERN METHODS AND HAD SEVEN CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS 
SUPPORTING TWO STEEL SPANS APPROXIMATING TWO HUNDRED FEET OF STRUCTURAL STEEL 


VIEW OF FLOOD ALONG RIVER FRONT SHOWING TAYLORVILLE ACROSS RIVER 
AND PLANT OF GAS COMPANY AT LEFT 


WASHOUT ОМ VANDALIĄ RAILROAD 
WEST TERRE HAUTE 
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LOOKING WEST FROM SIXTH-AND-ONE-HALF 
AND LINDEN STREETS 


VIEW LOOKING WEST ON NATIONAL AVENUE 
WEST TERRE HAUTE 


Wabash River Flood of 1913 E 
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The record-breaking flood of 1913 which followed the tornado on Easter Sunday has never 8 

‚ equalled ło this date. Just 46 years ago the Wa bash River from Attica to Mt. Carmel, Ш., reached 
| the highest stage ever known. In some sections it reached a width of seven miles and inundated 
| territory never before touched by high water. Crops were ruined. Homes were taken from their 
ı foundations. Coal mines were flooded and made forever useless. Railroad tracks were washed away 
| and bridges and levees were lost. E: | 
| Large manufacturing establishments along the river fronts of the towns visited by the flood. 
| waters were forced to suspend operations until da mages amounting to thousands of dollars were re- 
paired. Entire towns were cut off from communication and several thousand families were made 
| homeless, thrown on the generosity of their more fortunate neighbors who provided them with food 
and shelter, as well as clothing. The most serious]y damaged district extended from Montezuma to J 
Grayville and Palestine, Ш. 

In the wild rush of the waters,” 
Clinton, Lyford, North Terre 


> 


м^ 


Haute, Tecumseh, Terre Haute, Mines ERuined, 
West Terre The busy mini t 
Haute, Prai- у ning towns of| 


rieton Towh- Bunsen (Universal) and Dur- 


ship, Sugar 
Creek Town- 
ship, Prairie 
Creek Town- 
ship and Fair- 
banks Town- 
ship, in In- 

m diana, were 
caught in the 
Dorothy J. Clark HO while 
on the west bank of the Wabash 
iiver, the raging waters played 
havcz in Darwin Township, West 
Union, York, West York, Hutson- 
ville and Palestine, Ill. Thou- 
sands of acres of farm land were 
completely covered and people 
[ were forced to seek refuge. 

At Montezuma and Hillsdale, 
the tile plants and brick indus- 
tries were destroyed, while at 
ı Clinton and Lyford large bridges 
‚ and trestles were washed away. 
| The gravel road leading from 

Lyford to Clinton was covered 
ten feet high with cornstalks its 

entire length. while the C.&E.I. 

roailroad and the traction line 

as well as part of the railroad 
bridge in that section were aes 


la. 


pletely destroyed. 


kee's Ferry were visited by the! 
floods and the six coal minęs of| 
‘he Miami Coal Company and: 
the Jackson Hill Coal and Coke | 
Company were put out of com- 
mission. In the same territory 
many huts of fishermen and 
club houses were washed away, 
and much of the grade of the 
Chicago, Terre Haute & South- 
eastern Company меге de- 
stroved. 

The breaking of the “Тоу 
Path” levee, north of Maple: 
«venue in Terre Haute, flooded | 
seventy-two houses south ofi 
Maple avenue from Sixth to! 
Third streets, including Мау. | 
wood Terrace, immediately 
yutheast of Collett Park. Here. 

| the raging waters were so strong j 
that many of the small homes | 
were broken loose from their 
foundations and could be secn | 
floating about in the flooded dis- 

; tricts. | 

} On the west side of the river, 

ле" of Terre Haute, the tracks 
lard bridges of the Big Four and 
| Vandalia railroads were badly: 
| damaged. Large sections of thei 


i 


4 grades were .washed away and f 


T “г s o ramen -ғ--. _ „— 


travel was suspended for more} 
than a week. The switches lead- 
ing to many coal mines in Fayette 
and Sugar Creek Townships were| 
destroyed, while the numerous; 
tile and brick plants in the same 
section, along with the coal mines: 
were flooded and forced to sus. 
pend operations. | 

West Terre Haute received the 
worst share of the flood. More 
than 300 families were forced to; 
flee from their homes, while} 
business houses, churches апа! 
school buildings were badly dam- 
aged. The tracks of the Terre 
Haute, Indianapolis & Eastern 
Traction Company, from Fer- 
| guson Hill to the “dump” at 


Taytorville (now called. Dresser) 


{| were ruined and the roadbeds 
|j washed away. The plants of the 
| Terre Haute Abattoir Company, 
| and the Valentine Packing Com- 
| pany were flooded but only nomi- 
i nal damage resulted. Fort Hey- | 
| den, the notorious road house оп. 
1 the west end of the wagon bridge 
{| disappeared. It was destroyed by 
| fire at an early hour on the third | 


‹ morning of the flood. 
\ Central Terre Haute (Taylor: || 


(ville and now called Dresser) |, 
| suffered much. Every hut in the 
| little hamlet was deserted sever-. 
al days before the flood reached 
its „highest stage. Many little 
homes were washed down stream | 
} апа many families lost their en- 
tire belongings. In the same set- 
tlement many houseboats were 
sunk, business houses turned 
around or left standing on lots 
owned by others. The $300.000 
Wabash river bridge withstood 
| the strain of the heavy flood, and |” 
|according to Engineers Robert 
|Paige, Fred Rush and Donn M. 
Roberts, the structure was not 
damaged in the least. 


Power Station Closes. 


| Оп the east side of the river, 
north of the water pumping sta- 
tion, many houses were flooded, 
while the water plant proper was 
enabled to continue operation, al- 
though under much handicap. 
|The P. S. Mace sawmill and the 
Terre Haute Stone Company 
were badly damaged, while the 
| boathouse of Frank Shewmaker 
|j and Charles Baldwin suffered 
much. The electric power sta- |. 
tion was caught in the flood and |! 
after fighting the ever-increas- | 
ing waters until the entire ma- 
chinery department was under | 
five feet of water, the company | 
was forced to shut down and for 
twelve hours the city was with- |! 
out power. 


% 


| 
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While the Y 
Storage Company and the P. С. 
Kintz Lumber Company escaped 
being flooded, large sections of | 
their river front were washed 
away. The same was true of 
the ground immediately south of | 
the wagon bridge, where sections 


ү! 
[ 


Vigo Ice and Cold | 


Z 


of earth from ‘thirty to forty b: 
feet wide caved in. The pleasure |. 
boat “Spalter” anchored there 
was sunk and later turned over 
and drifted down stream to the 
lowlands at Old Terre Haute. 
The large tramway of the Wa- 
bash Washed Sand & Gravel 
Company was destroyed and the 
engine and power house ruined, | 
an estimated damage of $20,000. 
The plant of the Gas Company 
at the foot of Swan street, and 
the Terre Haute Handle Com- 
pany, at the foot of Oak street, 
were badly damaged and out of 
running order for some time. 
Summer Camps Go. 

Along this part of the river 
front many small boats were 
wrecked, while boathouses and | 
the huts at Old Terre Haute were 
washed away. The fishing camps 
of Philip Berger, “Bud” Shew- 
maker, Harry Snider. Ed Leffler, 
as well as the nine summer | 
houses on the west bank of the 
river at the mouth of Sugar 
Creek were ruined. 

The height of the flood was| 


=i 


reached at 1 o'clock Thursday | 
afternoon, March 27, when the | 
| water works gauge showed а 
stage of 31 feet, 3 inches. After 
being stationary for four hours, 
the water began to recede and 
rat 7 o'clock the same night it 
' had fallen one-half inch. The 
| drop became gradual after that 
| time. The official bulletin for 
| March 26, 27 and 28 was as fol. | 


|] lows: 


| Wednesday, March 26, 1913. | 

1 o'clock a.m., 26 feet, 4 inches. 
7 o'clock a.m., 27 feet | 
1 o'clock p.m., 28 feet 


| 7 o'clock p.m., 29 feet, 3 inches. 
| Thursday, March 27, 1913. 
| 
| 


7 o'clock a.m., 31 feet, % inch. 

1 o'clock p.m., 31 feet, 3 inches. 
7 o'clock p.m., 31 feet, 2% inches. 
Friday, March 28, 1913. 

7 o'clock a.m., 30 feet, 9% inches. 
1 o'clock p.m., 30 feet, 6 inches. 
7 o'clock p.m., 30 feet, 112 inches. 
Next Sunday ГИ tell of the 
| Easter tornado which preceded; 
the disastrous flood. - | 
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5 mado of 1913 Was Historic Disaster 


2-23-5%-7 


Forty - five ycars ago today, Terre Haute experienced one of its major disasters, beginning at 10 


i : ing i i i few miles north of Prai- 
' o'clock Easter night. A tornado, traveling in a nort heasterly ,direction, began a 
E zd left ЕТ of death and destruction in а path four blocks wide. Gardentown, noted for its | 


many green houses, was laid low. At least 20 green-houses were swept into bits. Homes were crushed as 


4 


though they were paper. The Root glass factory was wrecked, as was the depot of the C.T.H. & S.E. 


railroad. 


ili j brick or frame houses, all were 
lies were tossed from their beds and separated. Large or small, fr 
ern ike grasp of the powerful wind as it tore its deadly path across the city. The tornado laid waste | 
to several hundred homes, claimed the lives of 17 persons, resulted in severe injury to more than 150 | 


persons, slightly injuring scores of 

others and caused property dam- 
lage in wrecked and demolished 
homes various- 
ly estimated at 
one and a half 
to two million 
dollars. 

Long before 
the shock of. 
this disaster 
had begun to! 
wear away, the. 
north section| 
Dorothy J. Clark of the city was; 

inundated by 
the rise of the Wabash River. At 
the same time Taylorville and, 
West Terrc Haute across the river 
experienced the worst floods in 
their histories. ' 

As the Wabash River began its 

rise, over 100 homes jn the north 

end residential section "were soon 
under water, many 'to;their caves. 

Houses were tossed about in wayes 
, and carriec for blocks before be- 
| ing set down in new locations. 

J00-Mile Winds. 

Tne tornado reached wind velo- 
| cily of more than 100 miles per. 
hour. Through it all heavy thunder- ! 
Storms and a downpour of rain' 
contributed to the horror. Electric & 
wires started fires until the power Î 
could be shut off. The disaster | 
scene for miles around was lighted | 
by burning homes at Gardentown, 
southwest of the city limits. 

Greenwood School which was in 
the path of the tornado, escaped 
with only the loss of all window 
glass. Many homeless sought ref- 
uge here. 

Temporary hospitals and relief 
stations for sufferers of both the 
\ flood and tornado were sct up in 
'many раг($ of the city. One such 
hospital was set up at the Third 
‚О.В. Church at Third and Grant 
| streets. The Eagles Lodge offered 
their club rooms on Cherry street 
as a temporary refuge for those 
į without shelter. Loudon Packing 

Co. distributed 800 cans of soup. 

Hulman & Co. provided 300 lan- 
terns tor lighting the Greenwood 

School. 

The storm ćenter was bounded 
on the north by the 2006 block, on 
t the south by Margaret avenue, on 

the east by 25th street and on the 
west by the Wabash River, Be- 
tween Hulman and Voorhees on 
South Eighth street there were 
over 25 houses completely devas. 
tated and levelea to the ground. 
‚ The houses at 1803, 1805 and 1807 
on South Eighth street were swept 
_ away in their entirety. 
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The list of (һе dead included: | son, had left his auto at House. | 
Wm. Matherly of Gardentown; | man's paint shop on the Lockport 
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Griffith; Dr.4 road to be repainted. After the tor- 
Mohlon W. Moore; Miss Elizabef /! nado, it was found that the two 
Tully on Washington avenue; Мех hind wheels were missing. The 
ander Rogers, the janitor at Voor-' axles had been snapped and the 
hees School, who lived at Second wheels carried away. The rest of 
and Preston and whose body was the car was in good condition. 
found at Third and Voorhees; Ida А 
Davis; Chandes Edwards, eight | North Side Flooded: | 
year old son of Е. J. Edwards, The northern part of the city 


: >| from Fourth to Sixth streets and f 
druggist near Grecnwood School; 
Moses Carter, cobbler at Third and | from Maple avenue north and south 


Voorhees: Mrs. Clara King, who WAS under water. After the levee |. 


lived at Third and Greenwood and broke nod of ше С аа 
. her infant daughter; James Bowen Came within one Dock o RE | 
„who lived on the Lockport Road; Hospital. Trains stopped running. | 
| Albert Kallbrier whose body was Paris and Clinton interurban lines, 


А ” were both under water in many | 
| found іп the Root Glass Co. Fac- places, Thirty to 40 houses west. 


of Fifth street and north of the: 

tory; John E. Myers who was 1700 block were under water. In! 

waiting for a train at the C.T.H.&- some places near Maple avenue | 

S.R.R. station; Jos. C. Houts and the water was 15 to 20 feet deep | 

his five. year old son Bryan L. WA er only the roofs of the houses | 

lived at 10% and Lockport ауе. Were secn. | | ATR 

! and Otis Laxton, who was 11 years! Every mine in the vicinity of 
1 old. * West Terre Haute had heen closed 
| Strange Happenings. | down and 5,000 miners were out 

There were many peculiar in’ * of work. Sheriff Denny Shea and 

dents. At Third and Voorhees — prosecutor Richard Werneke were 


, f , B 
Mr É TED AA forced to commandeer the boats 


ting on the under framwork of | of Charles Baldwin at the Big Four 
buggy. The buggy had b. , bridge for relief work. Baldwin | | 
picked up, with cat in it, from ' | objected and drew a revolver on 
nearby yard and thrown agai һе rescuing party. The sheriff took 
the post. Тһе cat lost only one { ће gun away from him and the | | 


„its nine lives. | boats were used to rescue the peo- 
At 1906 South Ninth street | ре from the west bank of the 
nose and barn were enti river. Baldwin's fears were real- 


wrecked, but the horse was fotu, ized, however, because only one, 
in the cellar of the house uinjured. boat was ever returned to him. | 
Another horse was blown over an They were lost in the rescue op- | 
cight-foot fence into the next yard. erations somehow, and his means 
The white home of Robert M. Clif- Pf livelihood, renting boats, was 
ton, 2107 South Sixth street, was 2006. Mrs. W. J. Harmon, 2341 | 
plastered with mud _ one-quarter North Twenty-eighth street, gave: 
inch thick by the wind. The fam- We a picture of Uncle Charley” 
ily was out of the city at the time. Baldwin and his boat concessian. 


À Her mother’s sister was his wife. 
At 510 Voorhees, home of Nicho- A grandfather of Mrs. Harmon | 


‘Jas Charles, the barn was picked was Reuben Parks, sexton ati 
up and thrown against the house. Woodlawn cemetery for many; 
Three horses and a cow in the bears. ' | 
barn were uninjured. None of the |. 
family was hurt either. A number 
„of the trees in the yard were torn 
out by the roots and the Lops were 
stuck in the ground leaving the 
roots sticking in the air! The ma- 
chine shop of D. В. Arnold on: 
South First strect, was picked up 
and swept away. No trace was 
ever found of it. In one home on 
Arleth street ali wallpapey was 
stripped off the walls in one room 
but the pictures were left hanging. 
‚ W. P. ams, owner of warren 
Park. estimated his loss at $50,000. 
A Vandalia wrecking crew went to || 
his farm to rescue 14 head of | 
horses and several cows pinned |} 
under the ruins of he barn. 

| A Clinton resident, H. D. Jack- | 
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Of 1913 Foran o Disaster 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


Eight years ago I wrote about the Easter Sunday Tornado and Flood which 
occurred here in 1913. There was so much interest and letters came in from near 
and far. Possibly the farthest correspondent was Geneva Smith Garner of Ann- 
apolis, Md., who wrote about some of the vivid memories she had of “that unfor- 
gettable night to all those who experienced that tornado.” 


Mrs. Garned recalled that 
“although our home on S. 
18th St. escaped the fury of 


trunks on Mrs. Mary O. How- 
ard’s lawn on Washington 


the tornado, my father and Avenue.” 


brother were 
at Sunday : 
night services | 
in a church j 
north of Main 

St. : 
“When they : 


BY 


AJ 


since the 
power was 


21, finally got: 
home, having ` 
0-4 had to walk у 
> 


pom Ę 
pa | off and the 

а street cars poROTHY з. CLARK 
ес» were not run- 

< ning, the electric wires and 


trces were down, fire wagons 
and ambulances were run- 
ning, and so on.” 

Mrs. Garner conlinued: 
“The next morning, we chil- 
dren walked а few blocks 
south and saw houses with 
their contents exposed where 
the walls had fallen down. We 
listened wide-eyed to accounts 
of narrow escapes and deaths, 
and ran along on fallen tree 
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The 1913 disaster is a never 
failing subject of interest to 
persons visiting the local mu- 
seum. Many ask to see pic- 
tures of the flooded communi- 
ty and the wrecked homes 
and buildings. 

Although the area has suf- 
fered dreadful storms, torna- 
does, floods, fires and other 
disasters both before and 
since the 1913 Easter Sunday 
devastation, interest never 
lags in the 54-year-old event. 

Easter night, March 23, 
1913, will live long in the 
memory of residents of Terre 
Haute as a night of hororr— 
a night when a devastating 
tornado swept through the en- 
tire south end of the city, 
taking a heavy toll of human 
lives, wrecking homes and 
blighting the hopes of many 
who had been laboring for 
years to accumulate a small 
bank account. 

Easter Sunday dawned dark 


and threatening. Later the 
thick pall that seemed to over- 
hang the sky was lifted and 
the day seemed brighter. 
Sudden Temp Change 
Then, as an omen of im- 
pending disaster, came the 
wave of hot, muggy air, al- 
most stifling in its intensity. 
During the entire afternoon 
the temperature was that of 
a day in August, rising 30 
degrees in three hours. 
Early in the evening the hot 
weather sent crowds of peo- 
ple out on the streets in 


search of places of amuse- 
ment while hundreds of others 
attended special services at 
the churches. 


Hardly had the church-goers 


settled in their seats when the 
tornado, awful in its intensity, 
dropped from the skies, 
ting a swath through the city 
beginning in the Krumbhaar 
addition in the extreme souta- 
west part of the city, running 
northeast (о 3rd and Voorhees 
Streets, and then due east to 
17th St, then again in a north- 
easterly 


cut- 


direction past the 


city limits and out into the 
country beyond. 


The path of the tornado was 
unusually wide — 32 blocks 
long and four blocks wide. 

Thirteen people were killed 
outright by the tornado and 
four others died from injuries 
in the hospital as a result of 
the storm. About 250 people 


' were hurt, some of them se- 


riously. 

More than 800 homes were 
damaged. and of this number 
about 500 houses were 
wrecked so badly that they 
had to be torn down. This 
estimate did not take into ac- 
count the damage done to the 
little setlement of Garden- 
town which was practically 
wiped oíf the map. 

Tornado Forms 

People who were watching 
what was believed to bc a 
threatening rainstorm on that 
Easter night saw an unusual 
phenomena in the sky in the 
southwest and gave the fol- 
lowing description: “Out of 
the high mass of storm clouds 
in the southwest could be seen 
a disturbance. It seemed as 
though the clouds began to 
bank and merge into a large 
balloon-shaped cloud with its 
anex hanging near the earth. 
]t traveled slowly at first; 
then increased until it gained 
an irristible force." 

Residents of  Gardentown 
who survived the storm were 
of the opinion that the tornado 
formed near the river to the 
north of Prairieton. This be- 
lief was proved well-founded. 

Beginning a few miles north 
of Prairieton on the bluff, east 
of the river, the tornado left 
an unmistakable trail. Trees, 
farm houses, barns and out- 
buildings — everything that 
was in its path — was taken 
ub in the vortex of the funnel- 
shaped cloud and torn to 
pieces. 

The scene at Gardentown 


was difficult to describe. The 
modest homes of the working 
people there were smashed to 
the ground as though they 
were nothing but egg shells. 
The bodies of two people were 
found in the ruins of their 
homes at Gardentown on Mon- 
day morning, rain-soa*ed, 
their heads badly crushed. 

‚ АП that was left in the 
little settlement was the home 
William Pollitt which was con- 
verted into a temporary hos- 
pital. The twenty greenhouses 
were reduced ќо: splintered 
glass. 


Wires Cause Fires 


One disaster followed ап- 
other. Electric wires were cut 


and made rescue extremely 
hazardous. The heavy down- 
pour of rain that followed the 
tornado also hampered rescue 
work. Many of the wrecked 
houses caught fire from 
crossed wires and for a time 
it seemed as if the entire area 
would go up in flames, but 
the heavy rain helped the fire- 


men extinguish the fires. 
The tornado traveled close 

to the ground until it passed 

the hill east of 16th St. where 


it jumped over two streets, 
falling again with fearful 
A upon the homes on 19th 

The Chicago, Terre Haute 
& Southeastern depot at 14th 
and Hulman streets was com- 
pletely razed. A few feet east 
of the depot the storm tore to 
| pleces the large concrete 
block factory building occu- 
pest by the Johnson Brothers 


- £ngine Co. 


The Citizens of Terre Haute 
immediately began to plan for 
caring for the thousands of 
homeless, The city was di- 
vided into sections and relicf 
stations were established at 
once at the Greenwood, Fair- 
banks and Montrose schools, 
and for a few days families 
found food and shelter at these 


; places. 


The work of housing the 
tornado victims had barely 
got under way when it was 
| added by another horror. Hun- 
Бн of homeless families 
from ‘Taylorville and West 
Terre Haute were forced to 
flee from the flond. Again the 
homes, schools and churches 
homes, schools and churches 
were thrown open and again 
the work of relief was ex- 
tended. 

The height of the flood was 
reached at one o'clock Thurs- 
day afternoon, March 27th, 
when the water works gauge 
showed a stage of 31 feet, 
3 inches. After being station- 
ary for four hours, the water 
began to recede slowly. At 
seven o'clock the same night 
it had fallen one-half inch, 


with a steady graduał drop 
as te anxious hours passed. 


—Historically Speaking 


, 
a é 


раза YEA. С 


Easter Sunday c of 1913: 


Flood “and Forh pp dad 


p — Clark 


TS MAR 1 91978 


a 


In the 25 титед homes in | 
the city limits, families were 


tossed from their beds, Моят 
through windows, trapped un 
der caved in roof$. 

It took hours to rescue some 
of the victims. Separated 
family members: spent. hours 
trying to find out whether ог! 
not their loved ones. „were 
alive or dead. > | 

Torn down electrie wires 
set fire te the buildings in 
Gardentown. and» the fires 
raged out of control, Danger 


` of live wires hampered rescue 


work in the pouring rain. 

A temporary hospital-was- 
set up in. the, Third" United 
Brethren Church at Third ant 
Grant streets. 

The storm center ns 
an асеа from the 2000 block 
south to Margaret Avenue and 
from 25th Street west to the 
river 

Fortv houses were ‘de 
molished between 13th and 
23rd and from Hulman to 


„Washington streets... -~ 


Drs. Frisz. Spigler. Yung, 
Runkler, Ulmer, Carpenter, 
Miller. Alexander. Shałey, 
Van Cleve. Duenweg. Sellers, 
Johnson and Elliott were 
called to St. Anthony s Hospi- 
tal (6-саге for the injured. 
'Six-vear-old Charles 
Chadwick owed his life to the 
fact he had gone to a moving 
picture show with neighbors. 
He was found walking along 
South Fifth Street, but his 
home had blown away 

Mr and Mrs Fred King and 
their child were caught under 
their home when it fell on 
them. Mrs. King and the Бабу | 
were killed, and he died on the! 
way to the hospital. Mrs | 
Courtners body was found; 
nearby The Harry Stewart 
boarding house had its roof 
carried away, but tha eight- 
een 5oarders were unhurt. | 


=" Mrs. Sarah Mason and Miss” 


Rose .Mason, -only slightly 
hurt, were able to crawł out of 
their collapsed house» Mrs. 
John Wade, alone with her 
„baby. managed to put out the. 
fire from- ап overturned oil 
lamp before” leaving; „the 
house. * a 

‚ Paul Olson. 2106 S. &th St. 

‘was upstairs when the wind 
picked up the house and car- 


tied it away His ear was cut | 
off when he fell two stories 


into the basement. 

Damage' in Krumbhaar 
Place, a recently opened sub 
division in 1913, totaled over 
100 houses Police and 
firernen were on the scene to 
help ` rescue 


| 


and 7 prevent | 


thievery. The nearest tele- | 
phone connection to the: dis- | 


aster area was Ury's pharma- | 
cy. Third and Washington 
streets. 

Seven houses owned by. 
Fred Housman, including the 
one he lived Іп оп the 


Lockport Road south of 745)0 
Street, were swept away come 


pletely. Five wrecked autos 
stood in the street No: Mire 
House was struck at the reat 
and part of it torn away.” 

Mrs. Flora: Wood. 2424 S. 
3rd St., was found unconscious 
with her baby in her arms | 
about seven feet from her 
home. 

The bodies of Moses ЕГ 
and his wite were found be- 
neath the roof of their home 
south of Third and Voorhees. 
The mangled body of their 
small child was found 15 feet 
away 

The day-old baby of Mrs. 
Leonard Sloan. 309 Voorhees, 
lay in one corner of the 
bedroom and the mother in 
the other The entire top ot | 
the house was blown away 

Alexander "Dad" Rogers, | 
superintendent of the UB. 
Sunday School, was buried be- i 
neath the walls of his home. | 
He died while being rescued. 
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*Sixty-liveyears ago Easter 
Sunday, "March 23. 1913, 
dawned: cloudy, and afternoon 


sunshine: was followed by 


rain. The-ominous darkness 


‘culminated? in: a: tornado ‘and | 


torrential rain bringing with 
it а week, of flood and storm 
devastation’ for the Terre 
Haute region that has never 
been equalled. 

» Beginning: at 10 p.m. on 
Easter day, a tornado hit the 
south end of town, wrecking 
several hundred homes and 
businesses, claiming 20 lives. 
severely injuring more than 
150 persons and causing dn 
estimated $2 million in prop- 
erty damages. 


© Before this disaster was 


fully. realized, the northern 


„seętion of the city was inun- | 


‘dated. by the rising Wabash | 
River with over 100 homes 
under water. 

At the same time, Taylor- 
ville (Dresser) and West 

rre Haute experienced the 
worst floods in their history 
- The violent tornado began a 
few-miles north of Prairieton, 
and traveled 100 miles an hour 
with'2 roar like-an express 
train № a northeasterly direc- 
tion. leaving a. trail. of death 
and destruction in a path four 
blocks wide to open fields 
northeast of 25th Street. 
,,Gardentown, six miles 
‘sduth: of Terre Haute, noted 
for its many greenhouses, was 
laid low 

At least 20 greenhouses 
were completely demolished. 

In the path of the tornado. 
homes were crushed as 
though they were made of 
paper. The big Root Glass 
"Factory was wrecked as was 
the br'ck depot of the Chica- 
go, Terre Haute and Southeast 
' Railroad, the Gartland Foun- 
dry and L. H. Mahan's hot- 
house. 


A large stone. . boarding | 
house conducted by Mrs. 
Catherine Loudon. Third and 
Voorhees. was completely 
wrecked and the aged woman | 
and her son. Ralph Loudon, 1 
were Severely injured. 

The area from Third to 
Fiith on Voorhees was com- 
pletelv leveled. A freight car 


Communi ` 


was pressed into service as a 


temporary hospital Patrol 
cars and fire wagons had ta 
have some place to place the: 
injured out of the raging rain- 
storm Fires fanned by strong 
winds made rescue work even' 
more difficult and hazardous. | 

The homes» of... William: 
Stevens and Mrs. . Carlson. | 
east on Voorhees, „жеге 
among those wrecked.” The! 
Kriescher and" Warfield 
saloons on Third Street were 


-demolished. The: chureh "on. 


theś opposite 
wrecked. 2! 
- The feed mill ands poweż 
płant at Third and Voorhees 
was one of the first buildings 
to catch fire and furnished 
light for rescue workers. = 

Interns, staff. physicians 
and nurses at St: Anthony's 
Hospital tended the wounded 
placed in ali available rooms 


comers, ` T і 


"and corridors, and the operat- 


ing room was busy with am- 
putations and fractures. 
Friends and relatives of. 
those who lived in the 
tornado s path flocked to the 


pyr 


pile 


hospital to locate loved ones, | 
adding to the confusion’ with | 
Joytul:reunions or tearful re- : 
action to bad news. : 

Among the strange 
vagaries of the wind was the 
case of a baby sleeping with | 
its mother'on South Center | 
Street. The baby was blown, 
through an open window into 
the yard with little injury. 

Many. lucky escapes were 
reported. Mr and Mrs; W A. 
Bond, 212] S. 6% St.. were 
visiting Mr. and Mrs. W I. 
Chaney. 1107 S. 7th St, The 
Chaneys had moved only the 
week l:efore from 2100 8. 6% 
which таз completely” de-. 
molished ‘along . with - ithe: 
Bond's home. x 

а Dr and Mrs. Wilcox were 
; yisiting at the*home of Г.Н. 
| iyder. 21208 6%. The storm 
w Mr: Snyder through the: 
Window He was unhurt, but 
every room in the house was 
wrecked except the one 'in 
which they were sitting. Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Clifton were 
not at home When the storm 
demolished their home. 

Next week's column will 
continue the story. ‘of the 1913 | 
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Easter Sunday disaster... и 
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-. Last- week's. column. began 
the story of an Easter Sunday 
65 years ago when the tornado 
and flood struck the area. with. 
„such devastating destruction: i: 
. W. R. Cade, of the Weather: 
Bureau, visited the scenć' ата! 
said the extent of the storm was 
worse than any shown ir pic- 
tures which he used in lecturing. 
on the destructiveness of torna- 
does. Captain В. Е. Stahl of the 
Light House Mission visited the 
‘scene and reported the Mission 
was prepared to house at least 
150 of the homeless. Relief sta- 
tions serving coffee and meals 
at Greenwood and Fairbanks 
schools: also had fifty cots. A. 
Herz, Spencer Ball, S. C. 
McKeen and Captain Trites of 
the Volunteers directed relief 
work: ' 
* Peculiar оре are 
always reported after torna- 
does. The house and barn at 
1906 $. Ninth St. were entirely 
demolished, but the horse was 
found uninjured in the cellar of 
the house. A featherbed tick 
was blown by the wind for half 
a block. A lace curtain was 
driven through a pane of glass. 
The window sash blew in the 
home of Calvin Sparks and 
broke his nose. 44 
Walter Morton, night. yard 
clerk at Southern Indiana rail- 
road was blown from the office 
under a box car, and it was 
neccessary to jack up the 
freight car to remove him. ` 
The Johnson Brothers motor 
works at Sixteenth and Hulman 
was completely demolished by 
wind and the machinery dam- 
aged. One house was blown off 
its foundation and jammed 
against the house next door. 
A buggy was found wrapped 
around a telephone pole at 


> M 


Third and Voorhees with a cat | 


sitting on the under framework. 
The buzgy had been picked up, 
with the cat in it, from a nearby 
yard and thrown against the 
post. The cat was uninjured. 


^" The day after the 3d0 a 
Tribune.reporter found a man 
іп Ше- 2000. block. of South 10th 
Street so badly jarred he was 
unable to-give his name: He 
was: found under the kitchen 
floor. with a heavy range resting. 
‘against his head. His wife had: 
“escaped. 
5. At least thirty dead chicken шск i 
Dire found iying in the alley of | 
(1900 block on South Eighth 
„Street. A hen house had been 
„demolished and the fowl were 
rushed to the ground for a 
rdistance of 50 feet. A live pig 
‘was ‘found also, blown from 
another section. of the city. 
уз: In the remains of a barn back | 


of 1802 $. 10th St., a hen's nest | 
"was found with its eggs un- 


broken, but the hen was dead. 

‹ A Clinton man had left his 
auto on the Lockport Road to be 
repaired. After the tornado, he 
fouńd the axles of the two rear 
wheis had been snapped and 
the wheels blown away. The 
rest of the machine was okay, 
‘according to its owner. 

‘A freak of the tornado caused 
injury to Mrs. May Parker, 2703 
Arleth. They were gathering up 
a few valuables when the storm 
struck" A buggy was picked up 
from the yard across the alley 
and thrown through the double 
window of the collapsing house. 
The shafts struck Mrs. Parker 
in the ide. Her husband was 
injured as he helped his wife 
out of the building. 

Sheriff Denny Shea and his! 
deputies, Edward Curran, Pe- | 
{ег Feiler, Асе Robinson, 
Charles Shattuck and Albert | 
MeDonald were actively en- 
gaged in rescue work. James 
Carlos divided his time be- | 
tween the storm belt and the i 
office. The entire force stayed 
on the job until the state militia | 
arrived and relieved them. 
Sheriff Shea and Chief Deputy 
Rector had two automobiles in 
service most the first night. 
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Tales of miraculous escapes, 
freak antics of the tornado, and 
exciting as well as unusual ex- 


periences were told by those” 


who .were in the path of the 
i , funnel: cloud Everyone ex- 
pressed amazement that the 
death toll was not greater after 


| they viewed the devastation. | 
Dead chickens (some. 


і stripped of feathers), cats, dogs ' 


| and horses were everywhere. А: 
horse belonging to John West on ., 


the Prairieton road was blown. 
over an eight-foot fence and set 
down. on the other side badly 
scared but uninjured. 5 ^ - 
John Hanley, tent and awning 
man, and four members of his 
family had a narrow escape. He 
happened to go to the front door 
:and saw the storm bearing 
down. Calling to his family to 
‘gather round him in the hall, 
| ‘they huddled behind the front 
| door which was protected by a 
storni door. 

The parlor where they had 
been seated was a total wreck, 
| and they would have been killed 
| by flying timber. The three- 


| story- warehouse in the- rear 
! was demolished and piles. of 
 awnings stored in the building 
! were scattered as far away as 
2th SŁ" 

William “greeter; "2709 
Arleth, had a nail shot into his 
thigh” like a bullet. С. F. 
Creager, 2505 5, Fourth St., his 
wife and four children were 
caught in their home when the 
barn was picked up and thrown 
into the -house. The mattress 


Creager was sleeping on wasi 


carried toward the barn and 
shot in under his horse, which 
was killed by falling timber and 
lay on the mattress. 


The parlor floor of one home! 
was lifted whole from the house. 
and set out into the street, a. 


enter table and lamp, chairs 


and davenport all remaining іл, 


position. A bedroom rug from 
the next room was laid evenly 


over the turniture in the street. | 
Sg 146 + Fortunately no one was at 
home. | 
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A sewing machine. was 
picked up from а wrecked 
home; taken out in the yard, 
and scattered in all directions. 
In one room, the wallpaper was 


stripped off the walls, but the! 


pictures were left hanging. 

A number of trees in the yard 
of the: home of Nicholas 
Charles, 510. Voorhees, were 


torn out; by the roots and the 
tops stuck in the ground with 
the roots sticking up in the air. 

At the W. P. Ijams’ country 
estate, Warren Park, 14 houscs 
and several cóws were pinned 
under the wreckage of the big 
barn and other outbuildings. | 
The loss was estimated at over 
$50,000. 

John Newman and his ailing 
wife, 2600 S. First St., were in 
their grocery store and house! 
when it was picked up and: 
hurled across the street. They 
were dug out from under the 
wreckage: | 

D. B. Arnold searched ипзис- 
cessfully for a trace of his! 
machine shop on South First: 
which had been picked up by' 
the tornado and carried away. | 

Hulman & Company provided 
300 gas lanterns to light the: 
Greenwood school relief sta- | 
tion. Loudon Packing Company : 
donated 800 cans of soup. | 

Employees of the American. 
Сап & Foundry helped save | 
what furniture was left from : 
the wreckage. Moving vans and 
wagons helped remove 
furniture from the steady 
downpour. Company B 
guardsmen helped in many 
ways other than guarding prop- 
erty. 

Although a heavy loser in the 
storm, Fred Coppage, 2019 5. 
Eighth St., owner of "Our The- 
ater" at Seventh and Seabury, 
turned over the theater to the 
sufferers for the remainder of 


the week and benefit shows: 
were given. All receipts above: 


operating expenses were turned 
over to the relief fund. | 


Many of the destroyed homes: 


were those of laboring men who 
had lost not oniv their house, 
but their furniture, and had no 
savings and with the Glass 
Works destroved, did not етеп 
have a job. 7“. 
Next week's column will deal 
with the flood which followed 
the tornado on March 23, 1913, 
in the Terre Haute region...’ 


| Dorothy J. Clark 


Easter Sunday Tornado of 1913 


| By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


Easter night, March 23, 1913, will live long in the memory of Terre haute residents as the 
night of horror—a night when a devasting tornado swept through the entire south end of the] 
city, taking a heavy toll of human lives, wrecking homes and businesses. 

Easter Sunday dawned dark and threatening. Later the thick pall that seemed to overhang the | 
sky was lifted and the day seemed brighter. Then, as an omen of impending disaster, came the wave 
of hot, muggy air, almost stifling in its intensity. For hours during the afternoon the temperature | 


was that of a day in August, rising thirty degre es in three hours. 


Early in the evening the hot 
‚ Weather sent crowds of people 
ш оп the streets in search of 
places of ammunsment, while 
hundreds of 
others attend- 
ed special 
services at 
the churches. 
Hardly had 
these worship- 
pers returned 
home when 
the tornado, 
awful in its 
intensity, 
dropped from 
the skies, cutting a  swath 
through the city, beginning in 
the Krumbhaar addition in the 
extreme southwest part of the 
city, running northeast to Third 
апі Voorhees streets, and then 
|due east to Seventeenth street, 
then again in a northeasterly 
direction past the city limits and 
out into the country beyond. 


Thirteen people were killed 
| outright by the tornado and four 
others died in hospitals from in- 
juries as a result of the storm. 
About 250 people were hurt, 
some of them seriously. More 
than 800 homes were damaged, 
and of this number it was found 
that over 500 houses were 
wrecked or so badly damaged 
that they had to be torn down. 
The little settlement of Garden- 
town was almost wiped off the | 
map, with only two houses sur- | 
viving the storm. | 


| 


| 


Eyewitness Account. 


People who were watching 
what was believed to be a threat-: 
ening rainstorm on Easter night, | 
and who saw an unusual phenom- | 
ena in the sky in the southwest, 
gave the following description: 


“Out of the black mass of 
storm clouds in the southwest 
could he seen a disturbance. It | 
seemed as though the clouds he- 
gan to bank and merge into a 
large balloon-shaped cloud with 
its apex hanging near the earth. 
It traveled slowly at first; then 
inereasing until it gained an 
irresistible force.” 

People living in Gardentown 
who survived the storm held to 
the opinion that the tornado 
formed near the river to the’ 
north of Prairieton and in fol- 
lowing the^rourse of the storm 
later, this belief was proved to 
be correct. 

Beginning a few miles north 
of Prairieton on the bluff, east 
of the river. the tornado left an 
unmistakable trail. Trees, farm 
houses, outbuildings and barns 
—cverything that was in its path 
was taken up in the vortex of the 
funnel-shaped cloud and torn to 
picces. The houses were leveled 
to the ground, crushed as if бей) 
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| were nothing buf egg “hells; 
i The time the dreadful wind, 
| storm struck Krumbhaar addi-. 
tion until it passed through Bag- 
dad and out into the country is: 
variously estimated at between 
three and five minutes. So sud-| 
| den and intense was the force 
of the tornado that people living 
| within four squares of the de- 
vastated district did not know of 
the awful calamity that had be-; 
fallen their neighbors until the 
next morning. 


School Survives. 


The tornado levełed a grove of 
mammoth forest trees on the 


Ijams farm on Prairieton Road, - 


and tore down the barn on that 
farm, killing 14 horses. Passing, 
into the city at a point southwest! 
of the Greenwood School, the 
tornado seemed to sweep every- 
i thing before Ц. The well-built 
‘schoolhouse. alone, cscaped go-| 
| ing down. To the east of the bad- 
ly damaged Root Glass Factory, 
the path of the storm was about! 
1 two sua wide. On Voorhees | 
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street, between First and Fourth 
streets, the damage was enor- 
mous and scores of houses were 
crushed, while household goods 
were strewn clear across the 
city and far out into the country. 

So appalling was the tol! of the 
tornado that the people of the 
stricken district seemed to be 
dazed for several days, not com- 
prehending the enormity of the 
situation. When the tornado 
struck the city, the electric lines 
were сиё and electric feed wires, 
heavily charged, were strewn 
over. the ground making relief 
work extremely dangerous. Many 
of the wrecked houses caught 
fire from crossed wires and it 
seemed for a time that the fire 
would spread throughout the dis- 
triet. The heavy rain. however, 
quick'y checked the progress of 
the fires. 


The tornado traveled close to 
the ground until it passed the 
hill east of Sixteenth street, 


gon, Mr. H. Chesem, wrote a 
letter to I. St. Clair of Riley, and | 
offered a car load of potatoes. In | 
his letter he said that he had. 
gone through the great Galveston | 
flood and was eager to help. His | 
offer was accepted at once, and | 
the potatoes were shippedi 
through free of charge by the! 
railroads. The governor ordered | 
a car load of supplies sent to| 
West Terre Haute and it was! 
announced that clothing and: 
shoes were available for all those | 
in need. 

The Historical Museum has re- | 
ceived several collections of pho- | 
tographs of the tornado and flood 
of 1913, and are continually be- | 
ing asked by visitors where they | 
can be seen. Some of these pho- , 
tographs are now on display in ! 
the windows of Fort Harrison ; 
Savings Association on Wabash ; 
Avenue between Seventh and |, 
Eighth streets. Others will be on |! 
exhibit at the Museum for sev. |! 


where it jumped over two streets, | eral more weeks. 


falling again with fearful force f 
upon the little homes on Nine- 
teenth street. The Chicago, Terre 
Haute & Southeastern depot at 
Fourteenth and Hulman streets, 
a small brick structure, was com- ; 


| pletely razed and the large brick | 


house across the street from the. 
depot was badly wrecked. A few 
i feet east of the depot the storm 
(Ore to pieces the large concrete 
block factory building occupied 
by the Johnson Brothers Engine, 
Company. 
That there was not a heavier 


11055 of life in the district hit by 


| the tornado was considered little, 
'less than miraculous. There! 
were several instances where en-: 
tire families escaped injury when 
their homes wcre literally torn 
down over their heads. The 
path of the tornado was unusual- 
ły wide. The devastated tract 
was thirty-two squares long and 
four squares wide in the city. 


Begin Relief Operations. 


Within 24 hours after the 
storm had passed, relief work 
was organized to care tor the 
thousands who were homeless. 
The problem became even great- 
er when the driving rain later| 
turned into a chilling blizzard | 
of wind and snow. Property loss 
was estimated at between $750. 
000 and $1,000,000. Insurance 
officials estimated the amount 
of tornado insurance carried by, 
property owners in the stricken! 
„district was about $125,000. 

Help came from all directions. 
The Boys’ Band of Kansas, Ill! 
gave a concert and raised $48 fo: 
the rclief fund. A man in Orc 
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_70 years after flood 


Blue Hole was a quiet pool 
last week, the March breeze 
rippling its clear water. 
Nearby, the West Fork of the 
White River submerged 
roots of some trees along its 
bank. It was well within 
reason for spring flood 
season. 

From the reinforced 
concrete trestle the events of 
70 years ago this week 
seemed unlikely, but Blue 
Hole is remembered for 
taking the lives of four 
trainm in the death- 
dealing floods of 1913. 

According to John Edward 
Wiltz, a professor of history 
at Indiana University, the 
flood of 1913 was one of the 
greatest natural disasters 
which ever befell the United 
States. It was touched off by 
an immense frontal system 
that dumped rain from the 
Gulf of Mexico to the Great 
Lakes and spawned tor- 
nadoes which particularly 
hit Omaha, Neb., and Terre 
Haute. The tornado death 
toll was 94 at Omaha and 21 
at Terre Haute. 

In the resulting floods 
which struck the upper Ohio 
River Valley (and other 
river basins of the central 
and eastern U.S.), Indiana 
lost 20 citizens at Peru, 18 at 
Brookville, six at Ft. Wayne, 
\һгее at. Indianapolis, four 
more at Terre Haute, and 
other scattered victims 
throughout the state. 

What happened at Blue 
Hole on the night of March 27 
was a tragic footnote on the 
general destruction, but it 


ue Hole remembered 


к. E 94 
was the greatest 


disaster in Daviess County 
history. 

When the 0&M Railroad 
laid track over the White 
River connecting Vincennes 
and Washington in the 1850s, 
Blue Hole did not exist. On 
the sweeping bend where 
Prairie Creek leaves the 
river near Maysville, flood 
waters broke over the bank 
in 1875 and scoured out a 
wide, deep hole. The 
Railroad, rather than move 
their line, built a trestle over 
ihe pond. There was another 
nearby at ‘‘Ninety-Foot 
Hole" which was deep, but 
not that deep, and a third 
across the river. 

The bridges were made of 
long posts driven into the 
floor, and they were 
susceptible to floods, along 
with the filled-in grades 
through the river bottoms. 


Prof. Wiltz observes that if 
all the armies of Europe 
suddenly had invaded the 


"upper Ohio Valley of 1913, 


they could not have as ef- 
fectively destroyed the rail 
system as did the flooding. 

In 1913 the track and 
bridges of the river bottoms 
were owned Бу the 
Baltimore & Ohio's South- 
west Division, which 
manned the shops at 
Washington. 

The Washington 
Democrat was filled with 
exaggerated reports of 
deaths at Peru and Brook- 
ville where flash floods were 
rushing through the streets. 


wł bie 


B&O's 1382, similar to Engine 401. 


Governor Ralston issued a 


warning on March 26 that - 


people in southwestern 
Indiana should move to 
safety since record flooding 
was hours away. Floods 
were so heavy in Dayton, 
Ohio, that much of the city’ S 
downtown section was in 


orm brou 
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flames, and firemen could 
not reach the fires. At the 
other extreme, there was 
snow on top of floods in St. 
Louis. 

By Thursday, March 27, 
the shops at Washington 
were emptied of men, who 
were sent to patrol the track 


ght 


` endangered 
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t death to train | 


for debris and sandbag 
sections, 
especially around trestles. 

At Maysville and in the 
river bottoms some farmers 
had left, moving their live- 
stock to higher ground. The 


© Democrat reported that a 


few farmers had brought 
small livestock into their 


"m kitchens and had stashed 


cows, horses and mules in 
barn haylofts. | 

The rains had stopped, but 
water was still rising. Many 
rail lines had ałready been 
cut off around Washington, 
and several hundred 
passengers were being 
housed in the city at the 
expense of the B&OSW. 
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That -. 
passenger train planned one 
last run to St. Louis. The 
train was preparing to leave 
when a man came A 
out of the station witt 
news that the Prairie Creek 
bridge was coming loose, 
and the track was out of line. 
Had that news not reached 
the train a load о! 
passengers might have met 
death. | — 


The disaster came for an 
old steam locomotive that 


had been taken out of 
regular service and was 


used as a switch engine. 


l Crews were sandbagging the 
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carpenter who was keeping 
an eye on the structure. 

The carpenter said this 
was the best of the bridges, 
but the crew wasn't sure. 
Stevens said later they had 
decided that would be the 
last trip of the night. 

The bridge buckled 
without warning, causing 
the tender and engine to 
jackknife. Stevens leaped 
into the water and was 
pulled under by the suction 
of the sinking engine. 
Tucker went down, head 
first, with the tender. He 
fought his way to the surface 
but was knocked downward 
again by timbers. One 
boxcar had overturned and 
its lone occupant, Otto 
McClellan, was shaken. The 
door, however, apparently 
went into the water, and 
Tucker found it. 
~ He-and Stevens paddled 
and swam, respectively, 
toward trees along Hawkins 
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Blue Hole. . 


bridges at Prairie Creek and 
the river. The Blue Hole 
bridge was thought 
reasonably safe. Engine 401, 
with its tender and three 
boxcars, carried men and 
sandbags. 

Engine 401 was on its sixth 
trip of (һе night when it 
unloaded sandbags and took 
on lired sandbaggers for the 
trip back to Washington. In 
ihe cab of 401 was CG. 
Stevens, train master; 
Daniel Shaffer, yard 
master; Theodore Gharst, 
engineer, and Clifford 
McLemore, night yard 
master. On the tender was 
fireman Reason Jackson, 


alongside switchman Dan 


Tucker. It was a few 
minutes before 11 p.m. The 
three boxcars were empty 
except for 
crewmen. 
Stevens stopped the work 
train at the edge of Blue 
Hole trestle and met the 


returning 


- 


Creek downstream and 
managed to find safety in 
the branches before they 
were swept into the river. 
Maysville 1 residents Charles 
Hamer, Hose Nash and J.D. 
Sturgeon rescued the men 
with skiffs. 

Jackson was found on 
April 20. He had apparently 
died quickly, crushed and 
scalded when the tender hit 
the engine. McLemore had 
also been killed in the 
collision, and his body was 
found by boys after the 
flood. | 

Rescue crews probing the 
bottomland found Shaffer 
and Gharst. Both had 
drowned. 

Within a half hour after 
the Blue Ное trestle 
collapsed, so did the White 
River bridge, leaving about 
150 workmen cut off. Some 
opted to stay on the tracks, 
while others forded the 
walters, feeling their way 


area 


the 


along an unused siding, to 
Tom's Hill and the home of 
E. Ervin Padgett. All were 
rescued the following day. 

Washington, like many 
communities, was totally 
isolated by the flood. The 
Democrat noted that not 
only was food getting low, 
but beer was down to nine or 
10 days’ supply. 

The river crested on the 
28th, though, and slowly the 
waters receded. Im- 


-mediately crews and pile | 


drivers began rebuilding the | 
trestles, and within a month — 
the line though the White | 
River Bottoms was open. | 

In June Engine 401 was 
dragged from the sand of 
Blue Hole. И was fitted with 
a new cab and served for 20 
years more. Presumably, all 


- that remains of the disaster 


today is part of a broken cab 
and the tender, left under 
the serene pond's surface. 
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VIEW OF FLOOD - - In the flood 
of 1913, Robert McCormick tried a 
novel approach to recording it and 
took this and other views from the 
tower of the Knox County Court- 
house on March 28, the day most 
rivers 
southern Vincennes, with St. John's 
Catholic Church in the foreground, 
flood waters visible 
distance. (Photo courtesy Schuler 
` McCormick) Е 


crested. Shown is 


in the 


"NOW - - Reinforced concrete 
near the White River and Mays 


THEN - - Boxcars from the ill-fated work train are still on the track as railroad employees 
survey the damage following the disaster. (Photo courtesy Lewis Library) - 4 у 


| Historically speaking 


Tornado | 
Killer tornado hit 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 
Seventy years ago today Terre 
Haute experienced one of its major 

disasters beginning at 10 p.m. 
Easter Sunday. A tornado, traveling 
in a northeasterly direction, began 
a few miles north of Prairieton, and 
left а trail of death and destruction 
in a path four blocks wide. 

Gardentown, noted for its many 
greenhouses, was laid low. At least 
20 greenhouses were swept into 
bits. Homes were crushed as though 
they were paper. The Root Glass 
Factory was wrecked, as was the 
depot of the C., T.H. & S.E. Rail- 
road. 

Families were tossed from their 
beds and separated. Large or small, 
brick or frame, several hundred 
homes were destroyed by the pow- 
erful wind as it tore its deadly path 
across the city. 

The tornado claimed 17 lives, 
caused severe injury to more than 
150, slightly injured scores of others 
and caused property damage in 
wrecked homes estimated at $2 
million. 

Torrential rains accompanied the 
tornado, and soon the northwest 
section of town was inundated by 
the rise of the Wabash River. At the 
same time, Taylorville (now Dresser) 
and West Terre Haute across the 
river experienced the worst floods in 
their histories. 

As the river began its rise, over 
100 homes in the residential section 
west of Seventh and Maple were 
soon under water, many to their 


eaves. Houses were tossed about in 
waves and carried for blocks and 
set down in new locations. 

The tornado reached wind veloc- 
ity of more than 100 m.p.h. Downed 
electric wires started fires, and the 
disaster scene for miles around was 
lighted by burning homes at Gar- 
dentown, southwest of the city lim- 
its. 

Many homeless sought refuge in 
the Greenwood School which was in 
the path of the tornado but escaped 
with only the loss of all window 
glass. 

Temporary hospitals and relief 
stations were set up at the Third 
U.B. Church, Third and Grant 
streets, and the Eagles Lodge on 
Cherry Street. Loudoun Packing 
Company distributed 800 cans of 
soup, and Hulman & Co. provided 
300 lanterns for lighting Green- 
wood Śchool. 

The storm center was bounded 
north by the 2000 block; Margaret 
Avenue on the south; and ran from 
the river east to 25th Street. Over 
25 houses were leveled between 
Hulman and Voorhees on South 
Eighth Street, and three houses at 
1803, 1805 and 1807 were swept 
away. 

The list of the dead included 
William Matherly of Gardentown, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Griffith, Dr. 
Hamlon W. Moore, Miss Elizabeth 
Tully, Alexander Rogers, Ida Davis, 
Charles Edwards, Moses Carter, 
Mrs. Clara King and her infant 
daughter, James Bowen, Albert 
Kallbrier, John E. Myers, Jos. C. 
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Houts and small son Bryan L., and 
Otis Laxton. 

Tornadoes always produce 
awesome events. A buggy was 
found wrapped around a telephone 
pole at Third and Voorhees. The cat 
sitting under the buggy had lost 
only one of its lives when the buggy 
was picked up from a nearby yard 
and thrown through the air. 

Although the house and barn at 
1906 $. Ninth St. were entirely 
wrecked, the horse was found un- 
hurt in the cellar. Another horse was 
blown over an eight foot fence into 
the next yard. The white house of 
Robert M. Clifton, 2107 $. Sixth St., 
was plastered with mud one quarter 
inch thick by the wind. The family 
was out of the city at the time. 

The barn was picked up and 
thrown against the house of Nich- 
olas Carter, 510 Voorhees. Three 
horses and a cow in the barn were 
not injured. Neither was the family. 
Trees in the yard were pulled out by 
the roots and stuck back in the 
ground upside down. 

No trace of the machine shop of 
D. B. Aronold on South First Street 
was ever found. In one home on 
Arleth Street, all the wallpaper was 
stripped off the walls in one room, 
but the pictures were left hanging. 

W. Р. liams, owner of Warren 
Park (where Honey Creek Square is 
now located) estimated his loss at 
$50,000. A Vandalia Railroad 
wrecking crew went to his horse 
farm to rescue several animals 
pinned under the ruins of the barn. 

A Clinton resident, H. D. Jackson, 


THE TRIBUNE-STAR, TERRE HAUTE, IND. 


Vigo County Public Library 


city 70 years ago 


had left his auto to be painted at 
Houseman’s Paint Shop on the 
Lockport Road. Following the torna- 
do, it was discovered that the car 
was minus two rear wheels. The 
axles had been snapped and the 
wheels carried away by the high 
winds. 


The northwest part of the city was 
under water, from Fourth to Sixth 
and from Maple Avenue north and 
south. Floodwaters came within a 
block of Union Hospital after the 
levee broke north of the city. 

Trains stopped running. The Paris 
and Clinton interurban lines were 
both under water in many places. 
Nearly 40 houses west of Fifth and 
north of the 1700 block were under 
water. In some places near Maple 
Avenue, the water was 15 to 20 feet 
deep and only the roof tops of the 
houses were visible. 


Every coal mine near Terre Haute 
was closed down and 5,000 miners 
were out of work. Sheriff Denny 
Shea and Richard Werneke, prose- 
cutor, were forced to commandeer 
the boats at the Big Four bridge for 
relief work. Their owner, Charles 
Baldwin, objected and drew a re- 
volver on the rescue party. The 
sheriff took the gun away from him, 
and the boats were used to rescue 
people from the west bank of the 
river. 

Only one boat was ever returned 
to Baldwin. The others were lost in 
the rescue operation, and his means 
of making a living, renting boats, 
was gone. 
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end to the war. Police arrested 
more than 30 people who 
blocked the Internal Revenue 


Service building in Washington, 


and protesters blocked down- 
town intersections several 
times. 

However, the demonstrators 
numbered in the hundreds 
rather than the thousands 
organizers had hoped for. 

Even as his time and power 
wane, Bush made clear he will 
prosecute the war as he deems 


fit till the end of his presidency. 


ing another event 


k- 


he 


last 
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Rebecca Allen, 26, MoveOn 
member and host of the vigil, 
was happy with the turnout, 
considering what weather pre- 
dictions were supposed to be, 
she said. 

More than 800 vigils like 
Terre Hautes were going on 
around the country at the same 
time, she said. 

Its important to have these 
vigils "to keep it present in peo- 
ples minds," Allen said, "that 
the war is going on every day” 

«Its not just on the week- 
ends,” she said, “when we 
maybe watch the news for an 
hour and hear about it? 


Crystal Garcia can be 
reached at (812) 231-4271 or 
crystal garcia @tribstar.com. 


ike many Easter Sundays before and since, 
March 23, 1913—95 years ago— began as 
a pleasant day. 


By midnight, however, Vigo County was the vic- 
tim of the most tragic natural disaster in its histo- 
ry. Accompanied by winds exceeding 100 miles 
per hour, a 500-yard-wide funnel cloud with five 
or six Shafts touched down at Gardentown, a farm 
settlement on Prairieton Road immediately south 
of the present U.S. Penitentiary. Before it lifted to 
inflict further damage less than two miles away, 
three people were dead. At Warren Park, the 
renowned horse farm maintained by William 
Putnam ljams and his family on the present site of 
Honey Creek Mall, the tornado uprooted 17 maple 
trees lining the driveway to the main residence, Stables and outbuildings were 
flattened and 18 horses were crushed. With a deafening roar, the tornado 
demolished homes in new Krumbhaar Place subdivision, tossing some of the 
houses into the air and replanting them several blocks away. The storm then 
veered toward Third and Voorhees streets, leveling Gartland Foundry and, 
except for one smokestack, Root Glass Company. 


The funnel then divided. The largest shaft turned directly east while smaller 
shafts proceeded north and northeast. All took an enormous toll. Between S. 
15 St. and S. 17th St. on Hulman St., three sizeable commercial buildings, 
including the Johnson Bros. Motor Co. factory and the Terre Haute & South- 
eastern Railroad depot, were swept from their foundations. The Johnsons’ 
boats and monoplanes, along with the patterns from which they were built, 
disappeared. A youth waiting for a train was buried in rubble. Devastation and 
destruction were inflicted east to 29th St. on the south side, while many homes 
between Third St. and Eighth St were toppled or displaced. Powerful winds 
drove straw and wood splinters into frame houses and poles. Utility poles 
snapped, cutting off power and communications. Fires ignited by lightning 
erupted throughout the area. Allen Chapel African Methodist Episcopalian 
Church at Third and Franklin streets was among the notable buildings 
destroyed. New Greenwood School, in the eye of the storm, survived the 
onslaught except for a few windows and became a primary rescue station. The 
human death toll from the tornado reached 17. More than 250 people were 
treated for serious injuries and approximately 300 structures were destroyed. 


Though the funnel clouds finally departed, rains persisted and, one by one, 
the Wabash River levees cracked. Dresser, Toad Hop and West Terre Haute 
were flooded the following day. On March 26, the levee north of Maple Ave. 
capitulated. drowning Sand Burr Hollow and filling streets south and south- 
east of Union Hospital with water. Several homes were removed from their 
foundations and floated through the neighborhood. The flood claimed four 
lives, raising the death toll to 21. Property losses were catastrophic. An early 
estimate by the New York Times was $1 million (at 1913 prices) at a time 
when few had insurance. The final cost was much higher. 


Ninety-five years later, the last week of March 1913 still holds claim to being 
the most dreadful week in Vigo County history. 
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NEGO) Flood of 1943 


ecent floods in the Wabash 
Valley have caused havoc 
and heartbreaking losses. 


To some, the current deluge 
stimulates disturbing memories. 
The tornado-flood of March 1913 
endures as the worst natural dis- 
aster in Vigo County history but 
few who witnessed that double 
calamity—which claimed 21 

à; = lives 95 years ago—survive. On 
March 27, 1913, the Wabash River crested at a record 31.4 feet. 


Recollections of the flood of May 1943, when the river swelled to 30.5 feet. 
are easily within reach of many area citizens. Warnings were first issued on 
May 10 but, when the 729th Battalion of the U.S. Army military police came 
to Terre Haute from Fort Benjamin Harrison seven days later to participate 
in a war bond parade, it was ordered to stay for flood duty. The Zorah Shrine 
Temple housed 465 soldiers, including 15 officers under the command of Lt. 
Col. Kenneth D. Lamb. Hundreds of volunteers feverishly worked to save 
the Dresser, Lyford, Prairieton and Honey Creek levees by sandbagging. 

At 9 a.m. on Tuesday, May 18, 700 families residing south of National Ave. 
in West Terre Haute were directed to evacuate. The elderly were housed at 
Union and St. Anthony’s hospitals. A similar order was issued at Clinton. 
U.S. Highway 40 already was closed west of Toad Hop. Evacuations had 
been initiated in parts of Fort Wayne, Peru, Kokomo and Frankfort while 
flood drownings were reported in Bluffton and Muncie. 


Levees at Dresser and Prairieton crumbled on Tuesday night. U.S. Highway 
40 west of the river was a waterway. forcing 1.250 families to flee. The 
Wabash River bridge was closed to all but essential traffic. Approximately 
27,000 farm acres, much of it near Prairieton, were inundated. The levee five 
miles north of Clinton also succumbed, closing State Highway 63. Western 
Indiana was proclaimed a disaster district by Indiana Gov. Henry F. Shricker, 
who examined the terrain by boat and directed the Indiana National Guard to 
assist operations, joining the Vigo County Sheriff, American Red Cross. 
Civilian Protection Corps, Terre Haute Sea Scouts, Auxiliary Police and 
Auxiliary Firemen. Personnel, equipment and facilities at the Vigo Ordnance 
Depot were tendered to the community. Shricker appointed Terre Haute 
Mayor Vernon R. McMillan to coordinate relief and evacuation efforts. The 
Civil Air Patrol at Paul Cox Field, headed by Dr. Malachi Topping. delivered 
3,000 sandbags by air to protect Vermillion County Hospital. 


On May 19, the approach to the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific 
Railroad bridge north of Terre Haute was washed away as the rising Wabash 
reached 29.9 feet. City employees and volunteers, including high school and 
college students. devoted noble efforts to strengthen the Conover levee, 
which extended northeast from the top of N. Third St. to N. Seventh St. at 
Collett Park. Meanwhile, Fairbanks Park and much of the Elks Country Club 
grounds were under water. The desperate battle to save the Conover levee 
was successful though the river reached its high water mark at 3 p.m. on May 
21 before slowly receding. Yet it was months before normalcy was restored. 
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Vivid picture of the tornado as it ripped through the eastern ейде .,« Наше): 
yesterday evening, bringing death to two men in Deming park, inj “fers, andi: 
wreaking heavy property damage over a wide area. The picture was; = 
Smith, 248 South Ninth street, who observed the twister approaching a 
out of Hulman Field. 


Burton Е. Krachenber- 
zer, 50 years old, 225612 


Locust street, Terre 
Haute. 

George W. Siner, 53 
vears old, 1904 South | 
Sixth street. Terre Haute. |: 

James Sumner, 60 і5- 
уеагв old, 1451 North 


Twenty-fifth street, Terre 
Haute. 

Mrs. Edna Graves, 
Shelburn. 


burn. X 
Mrs. Ima Owens, Shel- F 
burn. l 
Mrs. Albert Oakes, 
Shelburn. 


George Mills, Palestine, 
Ш. 

Raymond Martin, Pal- 
estine, Ill. 

Edna Reynolds, Pales- 
tine, Ill. 

Edith Cox, Palestine, 
Ш. Р 


KNOWN DEAD - t 


Mrs. May Starkey, Shel- |, 


п Deming Park 


A tornado cut a trail of death and destruction across ae | 
ern Indiana and eastern Illinois Saturday evening, 
to 15 persons and injuring 125. 
The twister hit the eastern edge of Terre Haute after strike | 

ing hardest at Palestine, Ill., and Shelburn, Ind. 
At Shelburn four women were known to be dead and 56 
persons from the town were treated at Mary Sherman Hos-. 
TI pj Pital i in Sullivan. 


killing 12 | 


Illinois state patrolmen reported four people died at 


y У Wood River, Ill., from injuries sustained in the storm. 


Four persons were killed at Palestine when the tornado | | 


leveled a drive-in restaurant. 


The, town proper was missed | 


‘by the roaring funnel at the heart of the storm. | 
There were reports from Indiana state police that sev- | 
eral persons were killed outside the Terre Haute and Shel | 


burn areas. 

Two men died in Deming 
when a tree fell in the midst of 
Burton E. Krachenberger, 50 


park. east of Terre Haute, 
a family picnic. They were 
years old, 225642 Locust 


street, and George W. Siner, 53 years old, 1904 South Sixth 


street. 


| 


Another casualty in the tornado was James Sumner, | 
1451 North Twenty-fifth street, Terre Haute, who died at | 


Clay County Hospitał in Brazil. 
the Cross Funeral Home. 


The body was brought to 


The body of Mr. Krachenberger was taken to the | 
Thomas Funeral Home, and that of Mr. Siner to the Gillis | 


Memory Chapel. 
Hundreds of Indiana and Illinois 


`Î persons were left homeless by the 


wind, which struck in the midst of 


“fa hail storm. 


Art McGuire, publisher of the 
Sullivan County Democrat, said 
the storm struck the west side of 


Shelburn and blew down or dam- | 
aged 200 homes. Among the build- 


у ings most seriously damaged were 
.|the high school and new gym- 


nasium. 

After hitting Terre Haute an- 
other storm hit the southern part 
of Clay county. There it dam-| 
aged 15 to 20 houses and critically 
injured Nathan Francis, 75 years | 
Tg USZY 2.1 
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old. who was in a chicken house 
when it was blown away. 

Practically the entire wést end 
of Shelburn was destroyed. The 
part hit most severely was said to | 
be the best residential area of the 
town. 

Force of the tornado was de- | 
scribed as “terrific, roaring | like 
several freight trains.” 

Trees were stripped with noth- , 
ing but trunks left standing. Oth- || 
er trees were snapped off and саг-. 
ried away. 

The town was in confusion. : 
Wires and utiljty poles littered the 
streets. The business district on 
the town was not damaged. 

An office assistant at Marv: 
Sherman Hospital in Sullivan said | 
18 were dismissed after first aid 
treatment and 38 persons—about ! 
one-third of them children—re- | 


mained in n_hosiptal beds and cots. | 


"c 
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LI 
ically. Nine Sullivan doctors апа} 
two pre-medical students and the, 
hospitals staff of 14 nurses plus; 
several registered nurses 
Terre Haute and Vincennes were} 
administering to the injured. | 
Cots and beds were set up in the i 
hospital corridors. 
. An earlier report fraes"Qutnam- 


| 
| 
| 


ville post of the Ind © hte Po- 

lice said some 10 c? ^re be- || 

lieved dead at ; Y But, 

Trooper Ned Wo: aid at 

11:30 p. m. that Pu ud | bodies 
у ғ 


ГЕ found and he believed that 
jwas allthere were. Woodard. who 
‘helped in the rescue work. said} 
'three persons reported missing for; 
‘hours had been located. 4 
About twelve houses were ed 
| eled just south of Bowling Green. | 
||Ten residences were damaged ini 
the area just east of Terre Haute. ; 
When the storm hit Deming! 
Park there were hundreds of adults | 
and children іп the picnic grounds. f 
Terre Haute police said they, 
knew of at least six persons in-}, 
jured in the park. Only two in-}« 
jured persons were treated at lo- 
cal hospitals, however. ” 


They were Charles Kearney. 30; 
years old, В. В. 1. West Terre. 
Haute. who was blowm off a truck 
by the wind, and Kenneth Siner, 
16 years old, son of one of 
the men killed in Deming Park. 
He was released after treatment at 
St. Anthony's Hospital. but Kearney 
was held there for observation. 

Callahan ambulances brought the 
dead and injured from the park. . 

Untold damage was done to the: 
city's largest and most beautiful Î 
recreation acreage, Deming Park, № 
which received the full fury of the} 
tornado. It cut a swath through. 
the park approximately a city! 
block wide, leaving torn and up-} 
rooted trees in its wake. | 

The tornado struck there with-). 
out warning except for a гоаг’ 
which  icnickers „ mistook for a 
railroaa freight train. Giant үги 
were snapped in two and in всо = 
of instances trees three and four? 
feet in diameter were uprooted. | 

Roadways winding through the: 
park were impassable and pleas-| 
ure seekers were forced to таке! 
‘new automobile lanes in andj 
around the debris to leave the rav-| 
aged area. * 

Bark stripped from the tower- 
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Fe said several were hurt crit- | * 
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4 tornado 


Iwas demolished but the house ap- 


‘house at the Ross home, was razed. 
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inz trees littered the park and |! 
branches added to the clutter. 


| Sheltered House Levelied. 


( The new shelter house. a Quo 

| set Hut type structure, located i 
the northeast section of the park 
was levelled. Other shelters were l 
damaged by falling trees. | 
| The building housed the Sugar! 
Camp experiment during the late 
winters and the project was one in 
which the park department and its! 
| builders took pride. A new brick | 


‘oven inside the enclosure was; 
wrecked. | 1 
Indescribable devastation was 


wrought during the minutes the 
lasted and at dusk the 
(park presented a ghastly appear- 
lance. 

Picnickers lef’ half eaten food 
spread on tables and scampered | 
to nearby autos to escape the} 
furious attack by the wind. Here 
and there in the park stood auto-; 
mobiles with roofs caved in by 
[alling trees. 


Toppled Tree Burns. 


A huge tree on top of the hill 
|0 the left of the roadway into the 
‘park was topped. apparently struck 
by lightning and caught fire. The 
mace interior was a mass of burn-| - 
ling embers and the fire continued 


ito smoulder on into the night. 


North of the park. on U. $. 
Highway No. 40. fallen trees 
blocked traffic and downed high 
tension wires presented a menace 
to thousands of the curious who}, 
swarmed over the area. t 

The entrance to Calvary сете-| 
tery. south of the highway, was ® 
blocked and а number of trees in- 


iside the cemetery were bowled! 


over. | | 
Highland Lawn gemetery. to the | 
north of the highWay and a short Г 
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distance east of Calvary, suffered | 
like damage. d 
The John Ross residence atop a: 
bluff overlooking Calvary ceme-|. 
tery suffered unestimated датаяс. | + 
Winds ripped and twisted the 
metal roofing and tore weather 
boarding from the stately home- 
stead which stands on what is}, 
better known as Butternut Hill. | 
A garage and barn at the rear i 
of Dr. E. J. Willis home, west у. 
peared not to have been mołested. 


Calvary and situated in a gulley, 
A five-room dwelling, the tenant p 


eer -- г. 


A Tucker Goes to Маме 


| Mayor Ralph Tucker rushed to 
‘the park as soon as word of the 
tragedy reached him and was con- 
ducting a survey of the damage. 

| Under the mayor's and Paiń 
| Superintendent Charles ког 
‘direction, scores of volunteer | 
workers, many recruited from SE 
nearby U.S. Naval Armory, wer? || 
scouring the park for others Wlio,; 
were believed to have been trapped! 
by falling trees. 

City firemen and police rushed| 
powerful search lights to the; 
scene and the search continued; 
until late night and all sections of 
the park had been combed. 

No one was dicovered in the} 
park and the action proved to be; 
;merely a precautionary measure. ! 

Vehicle wreckers were being | 
‘pressed into service to raise the 
| trees from the roadways to ex-! 
;pedite the work in ohminatings 
| hazards. 
| All available police. where ав 
ivisable, were sent to the park dis- 
‘trict to control traffic. The city’ $ 
i forces were augmented by state | | 
troopers called in from adjacent: 
‘districts and the entire comple-| 
ment of Sheriff Trierweiler. | 

Roads in all directions were! 

clogged and jammed by ашото- | 

tive traffic, induced by news of: 

the stricken territory and the re-. 

routing of motorist from  U.S.| 

Highway 40. 

als Henry Stoffer residence in 
Soin осла н чей 


the vicinity of Mount Pleasant 
church was damaged extensively 
and two greenhouses and a barn 
on the property turned into a 
mass of wreckage. 

Reports from Coal Bluff. Ind.,!" 
said four houses were destroyed 
there and that a number of other 
homes were unroofed Мо casual- 
ties were reported in the area. 

The west end residential district 
of Shelburn was badly damaged by} 
the tornado which left scores dead 
and iniured and flattened homes, 
outbuildings and automobiles. 

Emergency measures were taken 
to care for the iniured and home- |. 
less and Terre Haute, which also f 
came in the path of the twister, 
sent nurses and doctors to augment 
medical facilities there. There be- 
ing no hospital in Shelburn, the f 
injured were brought to Terre 


x 


Hauté and to Sullivan.for first aid. | 
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that accompany tornadoes were f 
countless. 
small 
from sight, 
sucked from the spdif. 
stood. and was still missing. si. = |; ^ 


plucked from the ground, 


grandchildren. 


i IHinois. 
| direction. 
Barns and houses damaged east b 


Spectators said that aj: 
child was ull ep lifted 1-- 


as tho 2 
уеге * erę ЫЙ | 


A couple entering a home was], 


showered by glass from a window = 
blown 
through a doorway the heavy deep 
freeze 
whisked from 
made match wood from all but one 
||room of the four room dwelling, 
accounts stated. 


in, and as they passed |: 


and  refrigerator 


was ||: 
sight. 


The wind 


>. 
Vegetables in garden plots were 


` lifted 
and fell in a trash heap. | 
Тре father of six children missed 
one of his sons and made a frantic}’ 
search. only to learn he was un- 
harmed after a harrowing ехрегі-р 
ence. The youth walked into ар 
barn to seek shelter and sat down 
in the east end of the structure. 
The barn was twisted and car- 
ried away, leaving the youngster 
unharmed but much frightened. 
State Police rushed temporary» 
lighting to the stricken community [. 
and were attempting to establish 
a headquarters and relief station 
to aid families with members miss- | 
ing. Я 
Krackenberger is ` survived by | 
the widow, Mary; four daughters, 
Mrs. Alice Elbrecht and the Misses 
Mildred. Mina and Eva Mae 
Krackenberger: two sons, Clyde ot} 
the U.S. Army and Charles of East 
Glenn; three brothers, Earl of Со-] 
lumbia. S. C., and Charles апа? 
Kenneth of Terre Haute; one sis- 
ter. Mrs. Eva Polson, and three} 


The storm passdd near Farmers-] 
burg, 15 miles south of Terre 
Haute. Considerable damage was 
reported in the southwest part offr 


Sullivan. p 
Residents of Sullivan county |- 
said the center of the tornado f 


crossed the Wabash river from . 
traveling in a northeast 


of Terre Haute in Clay county in- 
cluded those on the following 
farms: Harold Cox, Otis Buel, Carl 


А | Leichty, Mark „Godfrey - and: BUT 
| Godfrey. 


s Sot » 


d 
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| 
| Scene in Deming Park after the storm had passed. Two park visitors were killed here and the т 
to the park trees and gardens was among the heaviest of_the storm. E 4 
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The John Ross home on Butter- 
nut Hill on the north side of High- 
way 40, across from Calvary ceme- 
tery. The roof was torn off by the 
tornado and the walls were dam- 
aged on the south and west sides. 
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Clarence Tucker, 316  North| 
Twenty-third street. driver for the 
Loop Cab Co., had just delivered a 
fare east of Deming park and was 
returning to the city coming down 
Deming hill when the storm hit. 
He said: 

“The wind struck with a force 
and velocity that were appalling. 
It seemed to lift my back wheels 
right off the road. and I seemed 
to travel some distance feeling that 
sensation. At the bottom of the: 
hill I meved out of the^tornado: 
range. and settled down to earth.: 
I have never had an experience | 
like it. When I got back to toyn. |! 
about a mile and a half. no one' 
knew anything about the tornado." 


y 


Men In Plane 


А Saw Storm Take 


Its Toll Here 


John N. Marcotte and John 


ВЕ. Bowley, operators of Paul 


Cox Airport, on the south 
edge of Terre Haute, gave the 
following eye witness account 
of the tornado as witnessed 


from the air: 
“We were on ground at the field 


Mi when we saw the funnel forming 


- Же 


Along East Side of Terre Haute 


Roy Donnelly. 127 Jackson boule- | 
vard, was drivinz home from down 
town and could see the tornado 
approaching Deming park from the 
south. Не says, “There was a 
rumbling sound like a freight 
train and I cculd see the wind 
smash into Deming park. I had 
little realization that the damage 
was so extensive until the reports | 
began to come in.” 

George Boyer. superintendent of 
Terre Haute city cemeteries. esti- | 
mated that $100.000 damage was! 
done in Highland Lawn cemetery. | 

He said the storm hit the сетпе-: 
{егу just west of the entrance after | 


+ апа 


я due south of the airport. It dipped 
M first just south and slightly east of 
SĄ the Spring Hill coal mine. 


"It continued north, northeast, 
completely demolished а 
greenhouse on Lockport road. 

“Taking off in our Stinson pas- 


hitting Deming Park. It swept a 


through the wooded area. 
Churns Up Trees. 


senger plane, we saw the tornado | 


path approximately 200 yards wide | 


| 


“It churned trees to bits. com- | 


pleteły uprooting some and throw- 
ing others aside like driftwood. 

*Roaring like a freight train, 
the funnel continued through the 
Catholic cemetery and along the 
edge of Highland Lawn cemetery. 
Next hitting the Pennsvlvania rail- 
road yards. it overturned two box 
cars. 

"Utility poles and wires were 
knocked down across the railroad 
tracks. The storm passed on north, 
northeast, in the general direction 
of Fontanet. 

“We flew back to our field to get. 
a camera and picked up Charles 
Bauermeister. another Terre Haute 
fiver. 


Garage at the Ross home оп Buttern i 
: dame А ut Hill swept ы 
twister, leaving the autemobile with only minor нак by 
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The Nattkemper home at Fruit- 
ridge and Wallace avenues was 
badly damaged. The roof was 
torn off and the north and east 
walls were smashed by the storm. 
The home was one of the land- 


| 
| 
| marks in that section. 
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City Flo Flooded 


March's lion-like weather 
Ж that swept into 
|| Terre Haute, the Wabash 
Valley and 1пйїапа last | 


Friday with snow-ladened 
blasts continued to be! 
fierce Monday. More than 
two inches of rainfall were 
dumped on the Terre Haute 
area in a nine-hour period 
of thunderstorms, hail and 
torrent filled gales and 
trouble areas were report- 
ed throughout the State and 
Valley. More rain is fore- 
cast through the week. 


The precipitation accumula- 
tion flooded city streets, base- 
ments and yards, sending flood 
waters upon porches in somel 
residential areas as the frozen 
terrain was unable to accept the 
ground water coverage and sew- 
ers backed up and overflowed. 


Creeks and streams in the 
area were overrunning their, 
banks, Lost Creek in the Plum; 
street area rcportedly overflow- | 
ing onto adjacent properties. 


Civil Defense director Gilbert 
Leonard was alerted and CD 
and Vigo County Highway De-' 
partments began moving sand-' 
bags into the area about 10 
o'clock to bolster the saggingi 


banks. Volunteers to help with! 
the sandbagging were called fori 
|at noon. 


| Police Capt. Lester Morton | 
jjsaid nearly 100 саН$ of flooded 
| basements, yards and streets: 
had been received at Police 


:| Headquarters at 8:35 a.m. 


mma 


| 


* 
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River Stage Climbs. 
The Wabash River had risen 


113 feet as of 7 а.т., officials 


at the Terre Haute Water 
Works Pumping station re-; 
ported, and one and one-half: 
hours later had risen another: 
‚8 feet for a 2.1 feet rising river 
stage. At noon, the stage was| 
3.3 feet, rising. 

The station's rainfall gauge 
registered .60 inches of precipi- 
tation from 11:30 p.m. Sunday 


110 7 a.m. Monday and 115 inches! 


„of rainfall from 7 a.m. to 8:30 
:a.m. Monday. The Chas. Pfizer 
'& Co. Vigo Plant weather sta | 
‚ tion reported .77 inches of гаіп. | 
‘fall recorded there from 8 p.m. 
1 Sunday to 8 a.m. Monday. 
' At 11 am, the pumping sta- 
tion observers reported another 
„07 inches of rainfall, making a. 
|total accumulation of 2.17 inch-| 
es in the last 11% hours. 
Street flooding was particu- 


'ilarly severe at some of the 


: traditionally-known troubl ej 

' spots. The 2200 block on South 
Seventh street, at Grand ave- 
'nue, was under several feet of 
water and impassable to traífic. 
î Torches of some houses іп the 
larea were also covered. 


Streets in Edgewood Grove 
were reported by residents of 
the area to be covered and, 
city street and fire department | 
vehicles were unable to get 


Community Affalrs FI 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


ito fires caused by 
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to basements with pumping 


1 equipment. 
of North Eleventh!’ 
| street and College avenue in 
: the 

were also flooded, according to 


Areas 


Thornton School district 
officials. State Police reported 
U. S. Highway 41 covered in 
several areas between Clinton 
and Terre Haute, but not closed 
to traffic. 


School Entrance Blocked. 


street. | 

At 2600 North Elevent n! 
street, four small children апа} 
their grandfather меге та! 


rooned in their dwelling while 
the mother was away to work. 
Officials at Fire Department 


Two large "lakes" on Brown|Headquarters had no names to 


avenue blocked traffic 


trance to Meadow Center school 


was a lake that was two blocks 
łong running almost to Ohio 
street and effectively halting 


traffic, 


On north Brown avenue in 
front of the stadium, a lake ex- 
avenue Е р 
north almost to Elm street, It|street, Mrs. Elsie С. Hamm; 512 

v Е 
СЕ Еле street ап йе. Moyer, Mrs. Christina Г. Rich- 
d ardson, John Edwards Jr. and 


tended from Schaal 


walk up into the yards 
houses along Brown avenue an 


. far out into the Stadium golf 


course covering the fairway of 
No. 4 hole. 


FUNERAL DELAYED 


Funeral services for Mrs. 
Anna Р. Yuknes, 70-year-old 
resident of 2250 First avenue, 
had to be postponed Monday 
morning because the house 
was surrounded by water up 
to the steps, 


Oakland avenue was covered 
with a lake from just north of 


Wabash avenue up to the аПеу(' 


just below Schaal avenue. 
East Wabash avenue had its 
usual large lake running from 
Kent avenue to Twenty-second 
street on the south side of the 
highway, forcing eastbound traf- 
fic to pull across the center line 


‚ and into the lane for westbound 


traffic. 


ап | disclose in the early report but 
blocked the entrance to one of } р 


the city schools. On Sout hip Fi 
Brown at Riléy near the en- een removed to safety in a 


noted that the children had 


residence at 2035 North Tenth). 
street. | 

Other lightning - struck build- 
ings, according to their report- 
ed addresses and occupants list- 
ed in the City Directory, were: 
1001 North First street, Mrs. 
Ruby Smith; 1123 Tippecanoe 


North Sixth street, Mrs. Lena 


1422 North Sixth street, Mrs. 
Rada B. Morrison. 


State Conditions. 


The Weather Bureau in In- 
dianapolis said streams were 
rising rapidly with tentative 
forecasts of flash floods on 
тай creeks in the upper|: 
reaches of the various river ba- 1 
$15. 

Escal Bennett, head meteorol- | 
ogist, said the major streams; , 
might approach flood levels to- 
night or Tuesday. 

Weathermen said the rains 
would continue through Tues- 
day, possibly mixed with snow}, 
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in the north. The rains were 
expected to return at the end 
of the week. 

The Eel River at Bowling 
Green, southeast of Brazil, rose 
more than six feet overnight, 
but the morning level at nearly 
nine feet was still only half of 
flood depths. 4 
Upstream at Reelsville, near}! 


On Harding avenue between) Greencastle. Walnut Creek, al | 
Greenwood and Preston streets |tęjbutary of the Eel, swelled]! 


the street water line was report- 
ed to be “over car tires.” 
Fire Department Swamped. 
The Terre Haute Fire De- 
partment was deluged with 
calls, seven of ihem pertaining 
lightning 


striking wiring systems. Early 


| 


reports indicated major dam- 


ave connected with only two of j3 


them, the Sportsman Bar at 
1501 North Twenty-fifth street 
and the residence of Robert L. 
Wright at 2524 North Seventh 


almost seven feet within 24; 
hours. Y 

The flood threat, the first ой] 
the year. was too early to cause|; 
any danger to farm crops. | 

Highs today will range in the 
50s and 60s. lows tonight in the}, 
30s and 40s, and highs Tues-|| 
day from the 30s to near 50 а5|1 
colder trend develops. | 
Precipitation will be most i 
rain, averaging one-half to 
three-fourths of an inch погір | 
and three-fourths to an inch 
elsewhere. There's а chance 
the rain will change to snow 
over the northern two-thirds of 
the state sometime before it 
ends Tuesday. 


| Rainfall overnight included 
an inch at Muncie and Coving- 
ton. Other totals included An- 
derson. 73; Winchester .71| 
Crawfordsville .87, Lafayette| 
(65. Frankfort .53, Peru .61,| 
‘Columbia City .24, Wabash .64. | 
| Elwood, .70, Spencer .52, Bluff- ję 
ton 56, Fort Wagne .34, In- 
dianapolis .33. | 
The upper Wabash reached 
nearly 10 feet deep at Hunting- 
ton. Flood stage there is twice!’ 
that level, however. 
A bolt of lightning struck) 
and killed a former high school}! 
|coach as he stood in a parking} 
łot at the Delco-Remy plant jl 
in Anderson where he worked.|} 
The victim, Marvin Gordon. 39, | 
had guided Anderson Madison | 
| 
| 


Heights to the state golf crown)! 
in 1958 and was a former 
Markleville basketball coach. 


Highway Inundated, 


Ind. 32 was under water west 
of Lebanon and streams washed 
across busy U. S. 41 near Coal 
Creek south of Veedersburg.|; 

Harry Wood, state district 
highway engineer at Crawfords- 
ville, said as many as a dozen 
highways in Western Indiana 
might have to be closed be- 
cause of the flooding. Many 
Montgomery County roads were 
already blocked off by the 
waters. 


harassed by the elements. .. m 4 s , 
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vards in Edgewood Grove Monday after nearly two and one-half inches of rain fell. It was | 
representative of many similarly impassable situations оп locał thoroughfares. Skies over 

the city were dark in more ways than one as hundreds of residents experienced flooded 

basements, houses were struck by lightning, and traffic and life was generally slowed and 

Photo by Martin. 
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Tribune Staff Writers 


A weekend downpour has created flood waters that 
have caused thousands of dollars of damage and tre- 
mendous inconvenience for area residents. Nearly 100 
homes have been damaged as a result of approximately 
seven inches of rain. 

Weather reports added more gloom to the scene as 
showers and thunderstorms were predicted for ioday 
with a slight chance of rain predicted for Monday. 

Lightning during Saturday's storm contributed its 
share of grief in damage to homes, appliances and utili- 
tjes, but the unexpected boost in water supply from the 
skies caused the most problems for most people. i 

The most widespread high water problem was 
reported from the southeast part of the city, 

Joe Lowe, director of the 
loca! American Red Cross chap- 
ier. sai] Jate Saturday that 
neaviy half of approximately 
100 area homes with damage 
werc in that, region. 


[| 

« “There are close to 100 homes | 
q (as of the latest count) with: | 

\ ` major to minor damage.” said 

Va Lowe, “а! the way from mal- 


est dwellings to large expensivi 
| homes in the $250.000 category.’ 


2) homes and а IB-unil apartmen! 


Нә reported that 44 of those 


‚ "The neighbors are wonderful!|| At abou: ihe same time reins 
| Almost. before I knew. І had a|jpoured elsewhere. 
iprablem, they eame to help 


"nelrudine 


Honev Creek Square and sur 


А re ty aoe “Л ` without being asked.” routings The temporary roof 

бк 16 

| commiexs Іп SOU EASE Тур com munications difficulties oi a new addition to the west ni 

i Hawe had everything from figured argely in remaining in- ithe existing тай мем dows 
minor damaze to collapsed | 2 


basement walls. 

Lowe said further that, early 
Saturday, eight homes in the 
Allendale area had had from 
one to seven fect of weler т 
the houses and 16 dwellings in 


Robirwood had suffered similar | 


flooding. In the lalter subdi 
vision east оГ. ће city, he said. 
the waler had drained away һу, 
noon, but as much as a foot o 


‘conveniences Saturday evening, | under the deluge. Water са! 
‘although General Telephone Co.|leríed on the raof spiashed to 
'workers,, many called in from|!the (ют and formed a minia 
off-duty hours. had restored iure tidal wave which swept 
„much service, according to тап. through the simulated outdoors 
ager Tom Merritt. jof the enclosed mall. soaking, 

Tne largest single problem Гог | Carpets in most of 1ле shops bor | 
[telephone company repairmeu | dering the arcade. . " 
(had been the 465-exchange in| Mops and brooms and рисках | 
the northern extension, of locai| and special machinery were) 


waier remained in other loca |raanhole near Sth and Lafayette 
tions. Special flooding problems ;had по: been completed when 
were reported scatiered e!sc- |lhe storms struck.  : 

where. ‚| The thunder and Ughtning 

=e whica came to town about 
11:30 p.m. Friday brought un- 


| А home on Мудйхуа 55 at the! 
Honey Creek Bridge faced 1:3. 
astec as flood waters entered |gajlpns of whiter poured down 
tne garage and approached ° riye manhole faster than pumps 
house itself. The Volunieer Біге сома take it out. The cable 
Dept. of Prairieton, along with | 

other volunteers from the ава, 
moved the furniture from the: 
house to safety. | 


In West Terre Haute, the Fire, i necting 
Department reports no difficuli] 
ilties wilh the levy. However, | | mainland and mainlines. i 
(Sugar Creek is reported to he ever, Merritt noted that many. 


bers from other exchanges. 


the 


told tons: of rainwater, mary |i bership of 


was soaked, cutting off 456-num.| mitting. The Rev. Ron Smith 


service. Cable splicing іп a|cailed imo service and a shop’ | 
ping center spokesman report; 
ed that Saturday's business! 
was delayed only а few hours} 
wî? most shops open by 3 p.m. | 

High waters at 25th St. and 
iMargaret Ave. forced the mem- 
the Bible Baptist 
iChurch to schedule Sunday serv- 
iices at the Larrison Pavilion in 
Deming Park — weather per- 


repoited that the special out- 


By late afternoon cable dry-|door service times will be 10| 
|ing efforts succeeded in recon-|a.m. and 7 p.m, adding that | 
stranded North||water damage to contents and | 
Terre Haute exchange with the|carpeting in the basement. ofj 
How-jthe church was extensive 


Elsewhere, police officials re 


‘within эпе [oot of the bridge oni | phones remain out in scattered ported that a few area roads re- 
| U.S. 40, Several water back-ups! |агеаз and that considerable mained closed with bridge wash- 
Газ а result of logs and debris | static can be expected on ajouts -and other problems. ln- 
|}атт the water flow have| number of lines until complete cluded were stretches of the Old 
j been reported, but aH bottle. 'Service is restored, perhaps sev-|Paris Road, the Ferree Pd. at 


| necks ‘woke up within a short| eral days from now. “А lot will|Hartman's Pond near the Mt. 
| time. 


In aii. however, the Red Cross 


be cleared tonight and tomor- l'leasant Church, Margaret Ave. | 
row," he reported. "but we'vejnear the Milwaukee Rd. апа! 


|ports from residents with lesser! 


| 

| 

director reported that his office! 

had had to find shelter for only: 

ione family. “Friends and rela | 

tives come in to help at times 
| like this,” he observed. 


And that reflected similar re-: 


us 


| 
i 
| 


problems. One house holder, 
busily engaged in pumping out! 
a llooded basement, advised. | 


ings, 


still got a lot of work ahead of the Springhith Td. nesr the, 
> 'Сапг Rd 


Also reported for a ime Sat; 
urday was a traffic problem on | 
U.S. 41 at the Allendale entrance | 
where (bere was much move-; 
ment of furniture and belong | 

according to sheriff's | 
deputies. . | 
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In Clay County {һе sherif 
ports hridzes washed 
ati, fields and residentia! areas! 


foaded ard property losses. A 


‘Spokesman said, 


тт 


we've had so: 
many calls that we couldn't; 
take care of them all.’ Among: 
other activities the Clay County; 
men have rescued caile from! 
ensuing waters. - 

Roads temporarily {looded 
and limbs down were the 


1 


the Meadows sub-division. A 
solution. 
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"NEITHER WIND NOR SLERT 
frank Masarachio ponders on how he ^vill deliver mail in 


reports that water damage 
been limited to the southern 
part of the courty. № bridges| | = 
have been washed out in iue; \ 
area, but fields have been, 
flooded. : | 
| 


© ca + + b. meme di 21, TES ae" = = XS * pu v 
= za NA = е dt 2 De Rd iiio Sr 
jor problems in Parke County.! 3 
The sherif's office іп RockvUle| 
ng ( 


sie | 
a 


Sullivan and Vermilion Coun- 
Нез have suffered little prob- 
lems from the water. Verntil- 
lion County's Sheriif Office re- 
ports no water difficulties. The 


Sheriff's Office in Salle 
County says: that reservoirs, 


.. 2 


cessfully ani no problems have| 
arisen. | 


e ۾‎ 


have kept the water back suc-! 


NOR FLOODS?''—Postman 


Ba ЕСО UP Cahill of 400 Meadows 
ТІ i - received a new front yard swi i 
poni. Water in the neighborhood reached de PE | 


boat seems to he the best 


n Hauge of Pheagraphy. levels. 


House of Photography. 
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HICH WATER covered many sections of the city Saturday in the wake of the early weekend thunderstorms and continuing 
Martin Photo. 


rainfall. This was the scene looking north from Poplar St. at about 35th St. 


DAUERN EM” aN ER - 252 2 RODE а 


RE CATIA Y ERE 


TY, 
и 


here S 1 

ze 

? + 

/ "Этьен? 

| ; Ж 

ie " 4 

|. if e Үз 

А n 24 

à 

| ee t П А i 
B "Tide h 

f " AC . ч 

Ee (t . ^ 

E м 5 р: ? Ы; 

$i. 14 ч " 

^, = + % 

PASE, y i 

ij WZ ' ў 

е З д" } 


че. й: 


mr 
i 
% 
% 
Ж 
H 


t m e 
oma ` V 
% ы cnc A Phu) 


WASHOUTS were reported from scattered points around Vigo County as storm after storm 
hit the Terre Наше area Friday and Saturday. This Milwaukee Road bridge over the old 
Thompson Ditch, south of Margaret Ave, and east of 25th St, was one of the victims along | 
the Milwaukee roadbed at the eastern edge of Terre Наше. Martin Photo. 
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BUCKLED PIPE — Jim Fisher of the State Highway Department inspects a pipe that 
collapsed under a highway and buckled Up above ground, The westbound lane to Interstate 
70 on State Road 46 was blocked due to the problem. House of Photography, 
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RAIN RUNOFF traced a course from the nor th and east of Deming Park, through the park 
and on to the south and west, Joe Lowe, local Red Cross director viewing the scene. said 
that early Saturday water covered this culvert under Kean Lane where Woodridze drains 
into the park. ‘Martin Photo. 
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BOATING HOLIDAY—Not everyone viewed the added water in town as а disaster. These, 

| children play in the rear of the residence of Mr, and Mrs. Howard Turner. Shown in the 


small hoat in front are David Dukes and George Rogers. In the big hoat are Wade Turner 
and several of his neighbarhood friends. House of Photography., 
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A NEW START will be required for this section of an addition under construction at the 
mall м Honey Creek Square. The preliminary roofing collapsed about 11:30 p.m. Friday | 


Mena TN 


pd W 1 il 


under one of several sudden downpours which inundated many parts of Vigo County, Mow- | 2m кен ашышы ы 


ever, spokesmen for the shopping center do nol anticipate delay іп scheduled openings, | 
The new store is {о open the first of August and several other shops are expected to open 


& few weeks later. 


FRONT YARD WADING POOL—Nearly knee-deep water 


Marin Pio _ plagued the front yard of the Maleolm Boone residence on 


South 32nd St. Boone also complained that his basement 
was flooded to the ceiling and everything in it was ruined. | 
Mouse of Photography. 
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Vigo Gud, commissio 
joined with city, state and fed- 
eral representatives Monday in 
a county-wide survey of last 
week's flood damage to roads 
iand pubiie buildings, aimed at 


چ 


areas, with another meeting 
scheduled for 4 p.m., according 
to county commissioner Harry 
Р. Brentlinger. 

At the afternoon meeting, 
|Brenilinger said, damage fig- 
| ures would be reviewed with 
an eye toward what assistance 
may be obtained. 

Included on the tours were 
| сцу, county, amd state roads, 
public buildings, including the 
new Indiana State University 
library which sustained consid- 
erable water damage, and Ше 
(itv sewage disposal plant. j 

Involved in the meetings, in 
addition to commissioners 
Grentlinger, John Scott, and 
Frank Kaperak. were Jerry 
Humphrey of the city engineer’s 
office; George A. Bruner. and 
Harold E. Frankel of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers; Kel- 
sey McDaniel of the Indiana 
State Highway Department: Jim 


| stration, and an unidentifie 
representative of Gov. Otis 
Bowen. 
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1 papers апа inforntation promo 

Hon nd Ài 11 tly to enable SBA to close the 
001 [et -4 toan as quickly as possible. | 
D & 4973 "Photographs of damage are 


; "е {very helpful but are not a neces-| 
Ui nce pens sity." comments Hunter. In ad- | 
dition, Hunter states that SBA: 
Кеа а аго, заз e fk ° personnel will verify all dam-! 
Both private cftizens and busi- age reports. 
messe concerns may apply for! Flood victims in Clay, Owen 
loan assistance for flood dam- Vigo, Martin. Floyd End ba 
age incurred during the pericd|-ence counties as well as adja- 
En S 20 through 21. қ cent counties affected will Бе’ 

Pplications are now avai : 
able at the Smail Business Ad. una. ہی عد‎ me 
ministration office in Room 315! 
of the Federal Building at 7th, 
and Chetry streets. The office; 
is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Monday through Friday XM 
Oct. 29. 

George Hunter, SBA real 
| sentative from the Indianapolis 
iOffice will be in charge of oper-! 

‘ations here. Tom Poole will ad-| 

minister the otfice. 

! The purpose of disaster бл] 
lis to repair. rehabilitate ог re- 

płace property damaged ог de- 
istroyed without regard to 
{whether the required financial 
jassistance is available irom} 
jprivate sources. This covers; 
jboth personal and real property. | | 
! The maximum that SBA can 
lend № repair physical damage 
ito a home is the amount of: 
damage incurred, less any in-| 
‘surance or other recovery. In: 
ino case may loans to repair! 
iphysical damage to homes ex- 
‘ceed $50,000. In addition. SBA 
may lend up to a maximum of 
$10,000 to repair or replace 
[household goods und personal 
„property. However. the total 
amount that one borrower may 
be lended cannot exceed $55,000. 

Loans repayments wiłl be de- 
termined according to income 
allowances for the borrower. 

The repayment period may ex- 

tend to a maximum of 30 years. | 

A five per cent interest i] 
is used. 

Business loans cover "el 
to real property, machinery 
and equipment, fixtures and in- 
ventory. The SBA may oed 
business disaster loans up to 
$500.000. The same 30-уеаг| 
Boum repayment period: 
апа five per cent interest! 
| charge that applies to private, 
citizens ‘also applies to husi-! 
nesses, | 

After filling out an арріїса-! 
ition the applicant should file it: 
'with SBA, along with a iisting| 
Jof the property that was de- 
Jstroyed. damaged or lost in the 
disaster. and an estimate of the 
cost of repairing or restoring 
the property to its predisaster 
condition. SBA will consider 
‘each application without delay. 
| Persons seeking business dis- 
aster loans should prepare a 
detailed balance sheet as well 
as a profit and loss statement 
for the period just prior to the 
disaster. They must also pre- 
„pare similar documents for the 
[о preceding calendar and fis 
cal уеагз. 
| The borrower should makal 
‘every effort to supply needed 
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Flood loa Е 
Giver | locally 


Kal, 


ү R zm wave been made 
to between 30 and 40 homes and! 
businesses since the Small! 
Business Administration ореп-! 
ed offices іп the Federal Build-, 
ling last week. 

| Loans are being given to area, 
ipeopie who suffered damage. 
during the high waters in Terre 
Haute in late July. 

| Thomas Poole, director of the! 
office, stated that about 20 рег, 
cent of the loans thus far have} 
beer made to businesses. 

| In order to obtain loans for 
personal property loss, the re- 
quest filed with the SBA should 
include a list of damaged, de- 
E or lost personal prop- 
erty. showing its original cost; 
and reesonabie rejiacement cost. 
cost. 

| Damage to home or property | 
must include a list of repairs 
needed and their estimated cost. 
If *he loan request is over $5,000, 
a copy of last year’s income 
tax return is required. If the 
loan is over $7,500, a copy of 
the deed is also required. 

If any of the losses, personai 
or real property. are covered 
by insurance, additional details 
are needed 

Loans to businesses require 
additional information such as 
profit and loss statements, bal-' 
ance sheets, and tax return, 
sheets. 

The SBA office is located in 
Room 315 of the Federal Build- 
ing and is open from 8 a.m. 
unti! 6 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. Poole stresses tha: 
late evening or Sundav appoint- 
ments can also be arranged if 
necessary. The office is sched- 


uled to remain open until Octo- 
ier 29. 
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$30145 in Disaster Loans Y 


The special office of the Smai'process loan 03594 
Business Administration estab- through Oct. 29. On that date, 
lished in Terre Haute has рго- all applications must have been 
cessed 520,145 in disaster loans| submitted. 
in Vigo and Clay counties as a| Approved thus far are six 
result -of flooding last July. ‘home loans ($18.145) and one 
zSBA thus for provided 52 ap-| business loan in Brazil ($12.000). 
plications sete to eligible flood; Office hours for the SBA of- 
victims, but most have not been; fice are 8 a.m. until 6 p.m., 
completed and returned. |Monday through Saturday. 

The temporary office. estab-. The figures were revealed by 
lished in Room 325 of the Terre | the Seventh District Congress- 
Haute Federal Building, will: man John Myers. 


Flood Victims Receive, Affairs fits 
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ornado Sightillgs 
Reported; Roofs, .. 
ower Lines Ripped: 


җы, ier 
Disasters 44 were mr 


"P 


re 


Ву WAY NK PERRY, ‘aged. 
PAT BARNES ГА About а 1 block from the Browr| and blocking traffie 2 "E and 
| residence the roof of а home | Barbour Slee ona ТҮСЕ ж 


| МАП Writers ‘owned by D. E. Еппеп. 3444 Тег- |. | 
i E и d расе Ave. was torn off. The pod N. 13th St. ^ MK 
А p» morning. Батром at the Ennen residence State Police ай both, (Herre | 


‚ ripped through two subdivisions археа" onlopsiof an auto. Haute and. Putnamvikes Posts | 


north "Terre Haute and mobile: ха а bai reported minor damage with- 
dam imates аге reach- А 16 PRI. about опе limbs blocking roads, iana | 
ing as high as a niillion dollars. Ош ор h e "a R d. a 46 was reportedly bioch ear | 

VIP RS the high winds p ٠ بی‎ i^ > s nk. а the Clay-Vigo County by. 
land | neonfirmód "funnel|^eW home shel wa y ‘power lines. State Police and | 


- lapsed. | Indiana Highway Depa ment | 
wood and Rosehill subdivisio t i aod s was ripped off the. officials dir:cted traffic 85 “ie 
In that area nearly every home | 0 k porch of the F. Strohm Situation was being correcte d. 
received . some dam. e wi фа рай е а! 115 Седаг Wood Dr. їп 

ag Charles Uhl, area manager 


‘cloud were homes in Spri 


many heim extensively. aud = |Spningwood. The cano p y was 
Throughoul Terre Н: ‘ие plown for nearly one mile in tat к = че E Ta 
„the remain и З Vigo Cou e etg TON noithside siderable scattered — troüble"' 


scattered reports of trees blown 


iwith power lines down. poles ' 
down, utility lines broken ‘аа Blown, 


irea, antennas were 
a rgejbroken. Spokesmen at Vigo 


|down and both smali and la 


some streets and  roadwa “mind. Dodge, 4120 Dixie Bee Rd, for: 
blocked were made: SE r т № „example, reported a transform-, 
Police officials said the ston | property damage occured so ih ег out shortly before 8a mi 
hit about 7:30 a.m. and lasted! оп. ar Prairie п PSI workmen were repairing: 
nearly 30 minutes. During th pod ad eer vo sto A ithe problem within | "one-half | 
period residents  experiencéd! High ds at conda hour. 
WE Inds, blackening skies Ап caused part m a roof! On Sanford Road, approxi-| 
an avy rain. 


(өзі; blow off апа dam- mately one mile west of Indiana | 
— shipping door: Dick 150, a tree had r 
ow located bet Stop | Park, in trial relations man-|down and trappéd a cow under 
nd 16 east of о US. 41, ager for the company, reported it. Officials were investigating 

said the high? ind were in a that по. operations were Cur-|since the cow was still alive. 
ular moti during th e railed 2 no injuries were; At Sullivan, Harold * Róose-| 
| : berry. "Sullivan County sheriff, ; 
mith, FAA official said the community - experi-| 
ped reported that) enced brisk gusts of wind short- 
1 fad been recorded |; before 8 a.m. but no dam-| 
ai 30 mph during the soe was reported to his office. 


Several residents in Ый ; sub- ortedły blown, 


storm. b- 
omes located оп. 

Stop 15. just east of old 41. E 
were severly damaged. One Of the 
them. owned by Stan McCarty, gusting 


was turned over and slammed T: 30 to z M., time Вегіоа. е, said the wind wag accom- 
against the other. An occupant, | e zh "aA S , King Air- panied by rain which“ lashed | 
Mrs. .Tetr: om, же 18. eT ; WINC were | the community for about five 
admitted. spital. She | "m the дог minutes. ^ | | 
is listed in ition su Police Chief Ben Turchi, Clin- 


ing from. neck «nd Баск. 
juries. 

Extensive damage was done 
to a home owned Бу G. W. 


Hon, gaid heavy rains hit Clin- 
V e "ton at about 7:45 ат. Turchi! 
lice re- ‘reported that a few signs e 
5 а | damaged, but that по major 


Stone. located on Stop 14 DWT те inci damage was reported. 

just east of way. The f ars falling ‘on fears. |! Dick Tudor, Rockville." said, 
roof and two, $i f the tw e at 4208 6th Ave. WaS rail and high winds. “swept; 
story structure e 01 о reper T. charged with elec. through Parke County inter- 
off and the garage was CQ olice жеге “еомасбей ons telephone service to. 
lasped. p citizen's band radio | + | 


isome parts of tha county. abut 
| 
The residence о! im E to send assistance. Мес; were eparted 


Brown, 3344 Terrace Ave.. was ‘The “Terre Haute 96 ре ing Еїппеу. Рагке С 


jextensively dama when high | partmem reported signal o, { 
winds ripped a fne roof and light out at 3rd and Miar Sts. E ш: ШЫ | 
heavy rain poured т. A boat and an alarm line down at 300) T MN 

in the backyard was flipped | Eagle St., both were quickly 6 wb) 
over and a der < was dam- Жейу ` Continued © 
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Continued From Page One. м 


— o | 
damage to the sheriff's depart- | 
ment. E 

At Effingham and Pesotum 
posts, Illinois State Police, | 
troopers neport heavy winds and 
rains swept through their areas, | 
but damage was *'light.” Sev- 
eral motorists reported diffi- 
culty in keeping their cars on | 
the interstates but no serious | 
mishaps were reported. 

A line of thunderstorms | 
marched into Indiana from. the 
west this morning, with several | 
west central Indiana counties 


posted under a special weather | 


watch. 

The line of thunderstorms 
moved in from eastern Illinois . 
about 7:30 a:m., and persons in 
Warren, Benton, northern Foun-, 
tain. Tippecanoe and White 
counties @ll were cautioned to 
be on the alert for strong, gusty 
winds, heavy rain and smal! 
hail. 

The National Weather Serv- 
ice said a low-pressure area in| 
east central Iowa this morning! 
was moving eastward and is ех- 
pected to move to the lower 
Great Lakes by Friday morn- 
ing. A cold. front extending 
southwest from this low moved 
into northwestern Indiana this 
morning amd. pushed through | 


the state during the day. 


Occasional rain in the north-| 
ern part of the state and mostly, 
cloudy skies with considerable, 
wind and colder temperatures, 
in the south were expected 
tonight. 

Partly cloudy skies with cool- 
er temperatures were forecast 
for Friday as high pressure 
builds up over Indiana. ‘The 
weather service said there was 
a chance of showers again es 
first of next week. 

Lows tonight were ы 
for the 30s, with highs Friday 
in the 40s in the northern and| 
central sections and in the low | 
50s in southern Indiana. | 

The extended outlook called | 
for fair weather Saturday, and 


За chance of showers Sunday 


and Mondav, with a warmer 
trend throughout the» period. 

Lows were forecast for the 
low 30s Saturday, warming to 
the middle 30s in the north to 
the middle 40s in the south 
Mondav. Highs were forecast 
for the low 40s. in the north and 
the lows.ńlis-in the south Sat- 
unday.. warmiag up to the 50s| 
in e a Pe - al he middle 60s 
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the Harlan Trailer Court owned by А 
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igh winds throughout Indiana and Шода i 


геге still being tabulate 
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| GARAGE COLLAPSES ОМ. САК перна Тай әдібі d аи. ола at the kc jet p Wa d 
17 me block north ot Stop 14 near the Clinton Road. High winds caused the garage ta col- 
Sine poe’ Stone residence was also severelyv damaged. | | „+ Martin Photo, 
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VIND DAMAGE—The Jimmie Brown residence at 
ce Ave. suffered heavy win “damage Thursday 
- roof "xj E о loss. other nousen that area 


223 0 Mariin Photo. 
2 ` ہے‎ e£ | , £2.54 


NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION DAMAGED-— The construction of a new qns on Y Rosehill 
Road east of the Clinton Road was set-back as p a supports gave way and all work 
‚ that had been completed was damaged, 
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OME TURNED UPSIDE DOWN—A mófiić home | 
Avenue was turned upside down by high winds | 
orning. The secon e pictured also received 

ur | Martin Photo. | 


Storm Damage Estim 
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By JACKHUGHES 
Tribune Staff Writer ' | 
Local luck in Saturday's storm. with 
relatively, little property damage and no 
serious injuries, was mirrored 
о on х accor ‘ding to reports 
from police and other ern: gency forces. 
Although de as | 


Leonard said ibat in 
property damage! “М 
somewhere in the $33,000 to $40 
. unless you count all the trees and limb | 
damage, that sort of thing. then it might © 
go higher." 
heavy damage at the Harlan Trailer 
Court. south of Prairie Village. isolated 


He. noted, in addition ta - 


SEE PICTURE ON PAGE3 


reports of a trailer overturned. another 
moved on its footings, here and there in 


Vigo and Clay counties. Harlan Harlan ' 


declined to comment Monday. 

In Terre Haute as of Monday. there 
still were no complaints, of serious 
damage to homes or business properties 


" " 796 than damage to а few trees and 


niles- pio ie and gusts. officially 
ed at 90 mph. 


"ü жу. The storm came through from the west 


at about 40 mph. lasting for about a 
quarter-hour. In that brief period. 
approximately half an inch of rainfall 
was recorded. a rate of fall which. if it 


had lasted much lenger could have, 
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Vigo County Public Library 
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it "Plymouth. All were trea 
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"0 
brought se flooding o ditiones 
‘Reports pad misses and close calls 


f with resultsmuch less serious than might 


have been expected came from-all over 
Indiana as tornados: reportedly caused 
extensive property damage and injured 


_«more than a dozen people, but spared 


lives. 262; 


"All the in juries reported w 


4 

к uno 
‘but it was а shattering а 
for hundreds of Hoosiers. 


гіз spring 
Hailstones, 1 high wim dh 
rain accompanied'the ^ 
their share of damage. 
Hardest hit. “we 
Tippecanoe. and Carroll counties. 
When a twister hit in Marshall County. 
10 persons were injured at a mobile home 
near Inwood, about six miles east of 
nd released 
ospitals at Plymouth and Bremen. 
„Sta te police said 19 trailers were 
Е ed—13 in one park, Six in 
/ another—and: a> modular home. was 
destroy ed. The twister also destroyed a 
set of farm buildings. Bill Hessler, 34, one 
‘of the injured, was'trapped in rubble 20 
minutes. 

A Tippecanoe County tomado injured 
2-week-old John C. Craig, the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jo raig, when it struck the 
home of the child 1'5 grandfather, Kemper 
Craig, northwest of Lafayette. The 
twister yanked the: one-story 
off its foundation and set it 30 yards away 
on a county road, spilling its furnishings. 
Both generations of Craigs were 
crouched fin the basement when the 
whirlwind struck.. | 

In West Lafayettet th re silos: aman 
injured and two women suffered shock. 

е aaen, Мағу..Е. Thomas, 69, 
Brookston, and her sister, Mrs. Laura 
Hurst, 82, were in the Hurst home's 

„basement when a twister” ‘sucked the 


contents out ements! ы; 

Іп Тірресапое ty d police 
said, twisters destroyed seven houses 
and did moderate to severe damage to 16 
others as well as tearing down trees and 
powerlines. = 


A twister injured a Delphi couple. 14 
and Pat Сїпп, when it destroyed their 
house | trailer, state | police said. 
Elsewhere in Carroll County, they said. 
tornado 5 destroyed 10 houses and 
demolis ed a large hog'barn — 
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CARRY CLOTHING — Jim Klescic, 23. left. and his father. Carl to sałvage what they could after a tożhado? cut alpath ав 
Kleseic, carry clothing gathered from the rubble of their home their residential area Saturday evening. Both father and son 
in West Bloomfield Tow nship. Mich., Sunday as they attempted were in the house when the tornado devastated it. AP Wirephoto 
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By BLAINE AKERS 
Star Staff Writer 


Vigo Couhty and neighboring 
communities experienced the, 
second tornado-like storm in’ 
about four months Saturday ав. 
gusting winds, coupled with 
driving rain, caused con- 
siderable property damage. 

Despite heavy property 
damage. particularly. in 
southern Vigo County. there 
were по serious personal 
injuries reported. according to 
area law eniorcement agencies. 

Saturday’s rain-wind storm 
came 2l-weeks after a similar 
Storm hit the Wabash Valley 
tegion Nov. 10, 1975. Damage 
estimates surpassed the 
$250,000. > mark іп tH 
November storm. however, last 
weekend's storm isn't expected 
to exceed damages in excess of 
$60.000. 

Wind gusts unofficially 
ranged near the 90-mile per 
hour range. while local 
meterologists clocked winds at 
64 m.p.h. 

The storm passed through 
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residents. City street 
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Harlan Trailer Court in 
southern Vigo County about 4 40 
p.m. Saturday. Reports indicate 
eight mobile homes were either 


„destroyed or severely damaged 


as a result of strong winds and 
rain. Vigo County sheriff's 
deputies said damage to the 
trailer park was unknown and 
that an exact damage figure 
couldn't be determined until 
insurance adjusters are called 
in to survey the area 

In Terre Haute. downed 
power lines and fallen trees 
caused temporary 
inconveniences tor loca! 


department crews were kept 
busy clearing limbs from street 
intersections. but no serious 
problems developed as a result 
of the storm. 

‘The area received 
approximately a half-inch 
rainfall during the 15-minute 
storm which was accompanied 
by pea-size hail. 

William: E. Price. area 
manager for Public Service 
Indiana. said there were "no 


w .- 
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major electrical ye. 
interruptions” Saturday. 
although there were reports of 
scattered power outages which 
were quickly restored. 

Clay County sheriff's deputies 
Said one mobile home near 
Harmony. just East of Brazil, in 
Van Buren Township was 
destroyed by the tornadic 
winds. Reports said Edith Doty 
and her son. Bobby. had left 
their trailer to seek safety with 
a nearby rełative and. seconds 
after arriving at the relative's 
home. the Dotv trailer was 
overturned and demolished. A 
second trailer in Clay County 
was severely damaged. 
deputies said. 

Residents in Center Point said 
electrical service was disrupted 
for about one hour late Saturday 
afternoon. 

Brazil city street crews 
cleared debris from many road 
intersections and nearly a half 
dozen fallen trees were 
removed from streets in 
northern Brazil. according to 
reports 
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< EXTENSIVE STORM DAMAGE ДА mobile home considerable amount of property damaged was 
„owned by Jack E. Lowe, RR 22, was overturned reported Saturday, but law enforcement officials 
during a Saturday wind-rain storm which swept said there were no reports of personal injury as a 
through southern Vigo County. Lowe was not at result of the storm. (Photo by Kadel) See ad- 
home when the wind toppled the structure. A ditional photos on Page 3. 


DWELLING DEMOLISHED — Tornadic winds left their scar on this mobile home located in 
Harlan Trailer Court in southern Vigo County. Reports said eight mobile homes were either 
demolished or received major damage as a result of the Saturday afternoon storm. Area law | 

:. enforcement officials said no serious storm-related injuries were reported. (Photo by Kadel) | 


SPR story and additional photo on Page Onsrhm unity Affairs Filg | 


"AFTER THE STORM — Sections of a móbile home are strewn across this lot in Harlan Trailer 
Court. three miles solitheast of Terre Haute, after a tornado-like storm passed through the 
southern Vigo County area Saturday afternoon. Winds gusts up to 90 miles per hour were. 
unofficially recorded. Authorities said an exact damage fi has not been reported, however _ 
estimates may reach the $60,000 mark. (Photoby Кайе): Dis ostys (TH Jon ul 
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Federal disaster. assistance 
has been denied to 14 Indiana 
counties whipped by tornadoes 
twice last month. causing an 
estimated $4 million damage. 

In Vigo County damages from 
the Saturday, March 20, storm 
were estimated at from $35,000 
to $40,000, with no serious 
injuries reported. However, 
Marshall, Tippecanoe and 
Carroll counties were the 
hardest hit. Others stru 

"the high winds include J 
LaGrange, Lake, La ate, 
ke, 


Montgomery. Newton, 
Putnam, Porter and Wayne. 
. Locally, heavy damage was 
done to the Harlan Trailer Court 
Es of Prairie Village. One 
iler was reported overturned 
and another moved on its 
footings in the area. 

Hailstones, high winds and 
drenching rains accompanied 
the two series of March 
twisters, doing their share of 
damage. 

Gov. Otis R. Bowen's request 
to have the 14 counties declared 
major disaster areas was 
denied by the federal Disaster 
Assistance Administration. If 
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approved. the REE | would 
have been eligible for special 
assistance and low cost loans. 

An aide to Bowen said the 
decision would be appealed 
directly to the President. 

The Federal Disaster 
Assistance Administration said 
most of the damage was to 
private, insured property, with 
only minimal damage to public 
facilities. 

"Based on our review and full 
consideration of all the facts, we 
have concluded that this 
Situation does not appear to be 
of such severity and magnitude 
to warrant a major. disaster | 
declaration." Thomas P. 
Dunne, federal disaster 
assistance administrator, said 

"Our assessment indicated 
that debris clearance and the 
repair or restoration of 
damaged or destroyed public 
facilities and utilities are within | 
the capabilities of the state and 
local governments," Dunne 
said. “Insurance coverage of 
homes and businesses is high 
and there appears to be no 
requirements for temporary 
housing.” 
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365. и also 
indicated that requirements for 
other types of assistance to 
individuals and families... are 
minimal,” he said. 

“Же really got the | 
bureaucratic shuffle in this | 
whole deal,” James Т. Smith, | 


wa 


"ап aide to Bowen, said. “The 


governor of the State of Indiana 
wrote a letter to the President . . 

‚ but we suspect the President | 
did not even see the letter.” 

Smith said Bowen would 
appeal the denial to the 
President this week. But he said 
he doubted the appeal would be 
granted. If the appeal is denied, 
Smith said the governor would 
ask the President to declare the 
counties minor disaster areas, 
making residents eligible for 
low-interest federal business 
and housing leans. 

He said they already were 
eligible for 5 per cent federal 
farm loans. 

Major disaster areas are 
eligible not only for the 
low-interest loans, but also for 
free housing, supplemental 
workmen's compensation and 
medical assistance, individual 
grants up to $5.000 and special 
Internal Revenue Service 
assistance in computing the tax 
consequences of the disaster, he 
said. 


